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FOSTER FAMILY HISTORY 
 

John and Mary Foster 
 

The 1841 English Census gives a snapshot view of John and Mary Foster and their family, living at 

Ashton-Under-Lyne, Lancashire. 

 

 
 

The 1841 Census listed the Foster family living in Cavendish Street, Ashton Under Lyne: 

 

John Foster  Age: 55yrs  Birth Year: c1786  Born: Lancashire 

Mary Foster  Age: 50yrs  Birth Year: c1791  Born: Lancashire 

children 

Elizabeth Foster Age: 32yrs  Birth Year: c1809  Born: Lancashire 

William Foster Age: 30yrs  Birth Year: c1811  Born: Lancashire 

Robert Foster  Age: 25yrs  Birth Year: c1816  not Lancashire 

John Foster  Age: 17yrs  Birth Year: c1824  not Lancashire 

Mary Ann Foster Age: 15yrs  Birth Year: c1826  not Lancashire 

Joseph Foster  Age: 10yrs  Birth Year: c1831  not Lancashire 

James Foster  Age: 5yrs  Birth Year: c1836  not Lancashire 

 

Other household residents included William Coyle (35), Winifred Gunning (20), Mary Brennan (20), 

Elizabeth Jackson (20), Hannah Jackson (15), Charlotte Johnson (25) and Helen Goddard (2).   

It is unknown as to whether any of these people had family connections or were simply boarding with 

John and Mary and their family. 
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Cavendish Street, Ashton Under Lyne 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cavendish St, Ashton under Lyne 
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Leading on from the 1841 English Census further research reveals: 

 

Mary Foster (nee Williams) was born in Wigan, Lancashire England and married John Foster at 

Wigan England on 20 April 1807. 

 

 
 

Between 1807 and 1836 a number of children were raised by John and Mary as listed in the 1841 

Census.   

Later information reveals Mary may have given birth of up to 15 children. 

 

Between 1841 and 1851 John Foster was to die as in the 1851 Census, Mary Foster was listed as a 

widow: 
 
The United Kingdom Census of 1851 recorded the people residing in every household on the night of 
Sunday 30 March 1851. 
 

As per the death certificate below it appears that John Foster died on 7 February 1851, just 3 weeks 

before the actual census was taken. 

 

John Foster died at Worsborough Common (near the City of Barnsley, Yorkshire), aged 68 years. 

John Foster’s occupation was listed as a weaver and it appears he may have died from asthma. 

 

The informant was Joseph Foster (his son). 
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The 1851 English Census shows Mary Foster had by this stage moved back to Barnsley, Yorkshire 

where many of her children had been born: 

Mary, now aged 63yrs was an innkeeper living in Wilkinson Houses, Worsborough, Barnsley, 

Yorkshire. 

She was living with her unmarried 42 year old daughter Elizabeth, her son James Foster 18 years and 

a 14 year old servant boy Richard Ellis. 

 

In the next door house was her 20 year old son Joseph and his young 18 year old wife Martha. 

 

 

  

 



Mary and John Foster           [compiled by John Malone, Cootamundra NSW] Page 5 
 

 
 

Mary Foster - 1851 Census 

 

 
 

Next door neighbour Joseph Foster - 1851 Census 
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Wilkinson Houses, Worsborough Common 

 

In 2015 my wife Pam and I visited Worsborough looking for Wilkinson Houses.  We met a Mrs 

Pearson in Wilkinson Street, Worsborough who invited us in for a “cuppa” and told us as much as she 

knew about the local area.  Her house (pictured), in Wilkinson Street was obviously built much later 

than when Mary Foster lived there as the street was only opened in 1869. 

 

It is believed however, that Wilkinson Houses may have originally existed in the nearby area. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Mrs Pearson and Pam Malone 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pam (in the rain) standing outside Mrs Pearson’s  home 

in Wilkinson Street, Worsborough, Yorkshire 
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Wilkinson Houses were indeed extensive in numbers extending from No: 265 in the 1851 Census 

Schedule to No: 296 in the 1851 Census Schedule – (over 30 houses). 

 

Mary Foster (No: 288 on the schedule) had as her neighbour Mr Robert Wilkinson (No: 287 on the 

schedule), the 74 year old “Proprietor of the Houses” plus his 39 year old nephew Joseph Wilkinson. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Thomas Church in Worsborough Common 
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Mary Foster – (following the death of her husband) 
 

Evidence so far indicates that Mary Foster (nee Williams) arrived in Australia, as did several of her 

children, including her daughter Mary Ann Hardman (nee Foster). 

(In a death certificate amendment, the name Mary Williams [mother’s name] was added to the death 

certificate of her daughter Mary Hardman by Thomas Foster, a nephew of Mary Hardman, of 20 Lincoln 

Street Stanmore) 

 

 As stated on Mary Foster’s death certificate, dated 15 June 1874, upon arrival in 

Australia she: 

 Spent a year in Victoria before moving to New South Wales  

 Spent 13 years living in New South Wales 

 

 

 

 

 

The arrival of Mary Foster in Australia is unclear.  It is presumed that she arrived in Melbourne as 

she spent her first in Victoria. 

 

 

Mary Foster is likely to have arrived in Australia c1860 (at the height of the Victorian Goldrush). 

 

 She was likely to have joined her daughter Mary Ann Hardman (nee Foster) who was with her 

husband John Hardman at Four Mile Flat, near Avoca on the Victorian goldfields. 

 The discovery of gold at Lambing Flat (Young NSW) may have given the impulse to head into 

NSW. 

 

 

 

Four Mile Flat Goldfields near Avoca, Vic Lambing Flat Goldfields (Young) – Anti Chinese Riots 
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FOSTER FAMILY ARRIVALS IN AUSTRALIA 

 

Many of the Foster family ventured to Australia, but research is incomplete:  

 

Research by Maree Redman of Dharruk NSW has assisted greatly in uncovering many of the loose ends 

relating to the Foster Family. 

 

Name Date of Birth Arrival in Australia Residence / Death 

Elizabeth Foster 

(Simpson) 

20 May 1909 

Wigan, Lancashire 

Unknown Most likely Bathurst 

William Foster C1811 Lancashire Ship “Marchioness of 

Londonderry” 10 Dec 

1854 

Gilmalari Birrell (mining 

area near Wellington 

NSW) – rheumatic fever – 

aged 46yrs 

Margaret Foster (1) 6 Aug 1812  

Wigan, Lancashire 

N/A Died c1814  

Wigan, Lancashire 

Robert Foster C1816 Barnsley, 

Yorkshire 

Ship “Atkins” 

2 Aug 1853 

(Accompanied by brother-

in-law John Hardman) 

Lived at Bendick Murrell 

Margaret Foster (2) 17 Aug 1816  

Wigan, Lancashire 

N/A Lived in England 

John Foster  C1824 Barnsley, 

Yorkshire 

Ship “Annie Wilson”  

April, 1862 

Lived at Young NSW 

    

Mary Ann Foster 

(Hardman) 

1826 Barnsley, Yorkshire Unknown 

Joined her husband John 

Hardman at Four Mile 

Flat Goldfield, Victoria 

c1857/58 

Lived at Bendick Murrell 

& later Monteagle NSW 

John Foster  C1824 Barnsley, 

Yorkshire 

Ship “Annie Wilson”  

April, 1862 

(Deposit payment made by 

Robert Foster to bring the 

family to Australia) 

Lived at Young NSW 

Joseph Foster C1831 Barnsley, 

Yorkshire 

Ship “Marchioness of 

Londonderry” 10 Dec 

1854 

A carrier 

Died at “Warraweena 

Station” Gongolgon (near 

Bourke NSW) 

 

James Chadwick Foster C1833 Barnsley, 

Yorkshire 

Ship “Marchioness of 

Londonderry” 10 Dec 

1854 

Lived at Bendick Murrell 

Died in Sydney 
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Mary Foster is mentioned in Veronica McNamara's book "Beyond the Early Maps", selecting land at 

Bendick Murrell on 22 January 1867 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In an article published below there is evidence of Mary Foster living in the Young area at Bendick 

Murrell: 

BURRANGONG CHRONICLE 
YOUNG 

Wednesday 26 May, 1875 

LOCAL AND GENERAL NEWS 
 

MAINTENANCE - Andrew Rowan was summoned by Ada Hardiman, for the support of an 

illegitimate child. 

 

Part of the evidence is listed below: 

 

“To Mr Gordon:  I was minding sheep within a half mile of the defendant when he was with my sister 

the first time; I can recollect the event very well, because my grandmother died just afterwards; I 

have often spoken to defendant; I am fourteen years of age; I was not talking to defendants brother 

when defendant was talking to my sister; defendants brother assisted to take the wheat away.” 

 

 

 

In the book “Bendick Murrell School Centenary” in an article 

reference to the “Kingsland” property, a Mrs Foster features: 

 

 

 

“One tale about Mrs Foster’s ghost lured many would be ghost hunters 

to “Kingsland” to sit sheltering in the pig sties up to 2am waiting to 

capture a glimpse of her ghost.  The ghost in the form of a light was 

supposed to move across the paddock until its disappearance at a point 

on the fence.  These outings were discontinued when a fire lit to keep the 

watchers warm caught a sty alight and burnt it down.” 
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Mary Foster (nee Williams) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The photo is believed to be that of Mary Foster.   

 

Close examination indicates the photo was taken by 

the  

Royal Studio, 78 William Street, Sydney.   

 

Internet research lists the studio as operating between 

1841 and 1900. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mary Foster died at Bendick Murrell on 15 June 1874.  Her age was listed as 93 years but this is 

appears to be inaccurate. 

 

The 1841 Census lists her age as 50 years (estimated birth year as 1791 - findmypast) 

 

The 1851 Census lists her age as 63 years (estimated birth year as 1788 - findmypast) 

 

If she married at Wigan in 1807 at 20 years of age (as stated on her death certificate), this would also 

give her an estimated birth year close to 1787-88. 

 

Mary Foster's age at death is therefore more likely to be in the 87-88 year bracket. 

 

Her death certificate indicated Mary giving birth to 15 children: 

 

 4 males living - Robert Foster, John Foster, Joseph Foster and James Foster 

 3 females living - Mary Ann (Hardman), Elizabeth ? 

 5 males deceased - William (died 1857 at Gilmalari near Wellington) 

 3 females deceased 

 

Many of the children thus remain unaccounted for at this stage in time: 
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Death Certificate of Mary Foster (nee Williams) 
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Mary Foster – Death 

Australian Town and Country Journal – Saturday 27 June 1874 

 

It was during a visit to Cootamundra by William and Elizabeth Armstrong (Brisbane) that other 

documents [handed down through the Armstrong family] emerged relating to Mary Foster 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pam Malone (nee Hardman), William Armstrong, Elizabeth Armstrong at Cootamundra  

 

Below is part of a typed letter written by Ada Jean Armstrong from Shanghai in 1939 
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From “Trove” [Digitised Newspapers of Australia] the document is reproduced as follows: 

 

Mary Foster – Death 
Australian Town and Country Journal 

Saturday 27 June 1874 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DEATH OF A NONAGENARIAN - Many of our readers (says the Burrangong Argus) will learn with 

regret of the death of Mrs. Foster, an old lady who has lived in this district since the first opening of the 

Burrangong gold-fields. She was born at Standishgate, Wigan, Lancashire, on 16th March, 1781, and was, 

therefore, in her ninety-fourth year. She was the grand-daughter of Sir Andrew Chadwick, Baronet, of 

Ashton Villa and Dowager's Hall, Ashton-under-Lyne, Lancashire. Her marriage took place in 1807, and she 

had fifteen children - the eldest of whom is now nearly seventy. She has had forty grandchildren and twenty 

great-grandchildren; so that her descendants would number, at the time of her death, no less than seventy 

five. She had always been hale, hearty, and in possession of her full mental faculties up to within a 

comparative short time of her death, which took place on the 15th instant. 

 

 


