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PATRICK SLATERY and MARGARET SLATERY (nee RYAN) 
(Slattery and Slatery spelling doth used depending on original / transcribed document) 

 

Aboriginals, began migrating south via south-east Asia and India and 
commenced their gradual settlement of the landmass now known as 
Australia. 
 

 British explorer, navigator and cartographer, Captain James Cook on 
the ship “Endeavour” discovered the east coast of the unknown 
southern continent “Terra Australis”. 

 

Roger Slattery married Elizabeth Neal at St Canice’s Church, 
Kilkenny, Ireland 22 January 1770. 

 

Patrick Slatery son of Roger Slattery and Elizabeth Neal was baptised 
at St Canice’s Church, Kilkenny, Ireland 14 February 1773. 
 

 

Francis Ryan married Margaret Gaffney at St Canice’s Church, 
Kilkenny, Ireland 25 September 1775. 

 

 

Margaret Ryan, daughter of Francis Ryan and  Margaret Gaffney 
was baptised at St Canice’s Church, Kilkenny, Ireland 21 October 
1778. 
 

 

Patrick Slattery began a relationship with Margaret Ryan (record of 

marriage yet to be unearthed) c1797. 
Between 1798 and 1818  Patrick and Margaret Slattery raised a family 
of 7 children. 

 • Mary Slatery (third child) was baptised at St John Church, Kilkenny 26 January 1803  

• Mary Slatery married William Butler at St John Church, Kilkenny 18 January 1822 

• William Butler was transported to NSW per convict ship “Forth”, arriving  3 Feb 1835 

• Mary and her daughters Judith (Johanna) and Mary, emigrated to Australia via the ship 

"Switzerland", arriving 20 June 1854, to re-unite with husband and father William Butler 

• Mary Butler (nee Slatery) died at the Emigrant Barracks, Sydney soon after her arrival 

and was buried in Sydney 18 July 1854 

 

 • Johanna Butler married: 

• (1) Henry Evans 

• (2) Joseph Barton 

• Mary Butler married: 

• Andrew Byrne (Burns) 
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PATRICK SLATERY 
 

 

Patrick Slatery was baptised in the Parish of 

St Canice’s, Kilkenny on 14 February 1773. 

 

Parents were listed as: 

 Roger Slatery 

 Elizabeth Neal 

 

Sponsors at the Baptism were: 

 James Neal – (a presumed relative) 

 Deborah Callaghan 

 

 

 

St Canice's Cathedral 
 
 
St Canice's Cathedral, also known as Kilkenny Cathedral, 
is a cathedral of the Church of Ireland in Kilkenny city, 
Ireland. 
The present building dates from the 13th century and is 
the second longest cathedral in Ireland, after St Patrick's 
Cathedral, Dublin. 
The cathedral stands on the site of a Celtic Christian 
monastery said to have been founded in the sixth century 
by St Canice as a daughter house of Aghaboe Abbey. 
 
 
 

Following the English Reformation, the reformed church in Ireland was established by decree of 
the Irish Parliament to become the state church in the Kingdom of Ireland as the Church of Ireland, 
taking possession of most church property (and so retaining a great repository of religious 
architecture and other items, though some were later destroyed).  
 
The substantial majority of the population, however, remained faithful to Roman Catholicism, despite 
the political and economic advantages of membership in the state church.  
 
Since St Canice's Cathedral was taken over in this way, Roman Catholic adherents were consequently 
obliged to worship elsewhere. St Mary's Cathedral in Kilkenny was later built for the Roman Catholic 
diocese. 
 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_Ireland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_Ireland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St_Patrick%27s_Cathedral,_Dublin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St_Patrick%27s_Cathedral,_Dublin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Celtic_Christian_monastery
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Celtic_Christian_monastery
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St_Canice
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Daughter_house
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aghaboe_Abbey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_Reformation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parliament_of_Ireland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/State_church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kingdom_of_Ireland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_Ireland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Catholic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Mary%27s_Cathedral,_Kilkenny


Slattery/Slatery Story            [compiled by John Malone - Email: jmalone6@bigpond.com]  Page 3 


ROGER SLATTERY AND ELIZABETH NAIL/NEAL 
PARENTS OF PATRICK SLATERY 

The parents of Patrick Slattery, Roger Slattery and Elizabeth Nail/Neal married at St Canice’s, 

Kilkenny on 22 January 1770 just 3 years before the birth of their son Patrick Slatery/Slattery. 

At this period of time Captain James Cook was only a few months short of changing the 

history of the new Southland when he set foot on the shores of what was to become 

the new colony of New South Wales. 
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MARGARET SLATERY (nee RYAN) 

 
Margaret Ryan was baptised in the Parish of 

St Marys, Kilkenny on 21 October 1778. 

 

Parents were listed as: 

 Francis Ryan 

 (not recorded) 

 

Sponsors at the Baptism were: 

 John Dwyer 

 Anastatia Dwyer 
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FRANCIS RYAN and MARGARET GAFFNEY 
PARENTS OF MARGARET RYAN 

 

 

The parents of Margaret Ryan, 

Francis Ryan and Margaret Gaffney 

married at St Canice’s, Kilkenny on 

25 September 1775 just 3 years before 

the birth of their daughter Margaret 

Ryan. 
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Family of PATRICK SLATERY and MARGARET SLATERY (nee RYAN) 
 

At this stage no documentating relating to the marriage of Patrick Slatery and Margaret Ryan has 

been uncovered. 

Church Baptismal Records for St Johns Parish, Kilkenny indicate that Patrick Slatery and Margaret 

(nee Ryan) were the parents of 7 children, all baptised as members of St Johns Parish in Kilkenny, 

Ireland. 

 

 

 

  

1 Edmund Slatery 

2 Elizabeth Slatery 
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4 Mary Slatery 

3 Eleanor Slatery 
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5 James Slatery 

6 Honor Slatery 
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7 Patrick Slatery 
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Child No: 3 

MARY SLATTERY / SLATERY and WILLIAM BUTLER 
 

The story is told in detail as a separate – details in brief: 
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Mary Slatery/Slattery – William Butler and family 
Basic Timeline 

 
1822 Mary Slattery married William Butler at St John’s Parish, Kilkenny on 18 Jan 1822 

1822 
 Margaret Butler born c1822 Johnswell, Kilkenny – baptised 27 June 1822, St John’s, 

Kilkenny 

1825 
 Bridget Butler born c1825 Tullabrin (Tullowbrin), Kilkenny – baptised 2 Feb 1825, St 

John’s, Kilkenny 

1831 
William Butler listed as a Tithe Defaulter (Roman Catholic tenant farmers began 

withholding the tithes (a tax) they were obliged to pay to the local Church of Ireland parish)  

1831 
 Judith Butler (probably known later as Johanna) born c1831 Johnswell, Kilkenny – 

baptised 20 Mar 1831, St John’s, Kilkenny 

1833 
 Mary Butler born c1833 Tullabrin (Tullowbrin), Kilkenny – baptised 5 Oct 1833, St 

John’s, Kilkenny 

1834 

William Butler tried in court in Kilkenny, Ireland over firearms offences on 13 March 1834 

(Possibly part of the Irish Rebellion over the refusal of payment of Tithes to the Church of 

Ireland). 

Sentenced to life imprisonment and transportation to the Colony of NSW. 

1835 William Butler – arrival in Sydney Cove via convict ship “Forth (3)” on 3 February 1835 

1837 
General Return of Convicts in NSW – William Butler listed as assigned to Francis Rossi at 

Goulburn 

1847 William Butler – Conditional Pardon dated 31 December 1847 

1853 
William Butler – A Deposit Journal to bring his wife and daughters Judith (Johnnna) and 

Mary to Australia 

1854 
Mary Butler (nee Slatery) and her daughters Judith (Johanna) and Mary arrive in Sydney 

Cove on 20 June 1854, via the ship “Switzerland” 

1854 
The family were initially housed in the Emigrant Barracks in Sydney – the arrival in 

Australia did not have a fairytale ending! 

The full story of William Butler and Mary Slatery/Slattery explains! 

1856 
Daughter - Judith ‘Johanna’ Butler marries convict Henry Evans on 20 January 1856 

(Registered Kings Plains, near Blayney) 

1857 
Daughter - Mary Ann Butler marries convict Andrew Byrnes / Burns on 23 May 1857 

(Registered at Carcoar)  

1859 
Daughter - Bridget Butler marries Martin Fitzpatrick on 7 June 1859 in Muckalee Parish, 

Kilkenny, Ireland 

1869 Henry Evans dies on 4 January 1869 at ‘Little Plains’, Boorowa 

1871 
Daughter - Johanna Butler re-marries Joseph Barton on 4 February 1871 

(Registered at St Peter and St Paul’s Catholic Church, Goulburn) 

  

  

1878 William Butler dies 14 March 1878 at “Little Plains” Boorowa 
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The subsequent arrival of the ship "Switzerland" on 20 June 1854 lists the same three people actually 

arriving in the Colony of New South Wales under the heading of: wives and family of person 

residing in the colony.  

 

 
 

 

 

Name Age Calling Native Place Religion Read or 

Write 
Butler Mary 38 Farm 

Servant 

Johnswell, 

Co Kilkenny 

Church of 

Rome 

Neither 

Butler Judith 20 Farm 

Servant 

Johnswell, 

Co Kilkenny 

Church of 

Rome 

Read 

Butler Mary 18 Farm 

Servant 

Johnswell, 

Co Kilkenny 

Church of 

Rome 

Read 

 

In this document there are certainly huge changes with some ages. 

Mary Butler has suddenly listed her age as 38 years as opposed to 50 years in the earlier Deposit 

journal, a huge discrepancy. 

The ages listed for Judith 22 to 20yrs and Mary 20 to 18yrs are each two years lower than the 

previous document.   
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The fact that a depositor may pay more for a 21 year old may have contributed to the differing listing 

of ages. 

 

Judith / Johanna name remains a concern - maybe a name change at some later stage! 

 

The arrival of the Immigrant Ship “Switzerland” was well documented and the Butler family 

members are documented in an article in the Sydney Morning Herald dated Monday 19 June 1854 as 

below:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shipping intelligence published in the Maitland Mercury, dated 21 

June 1854, shows the ship "Switzerland", upon arrival, was 

placed into quarantine with six children and an adult dying on the 

voyage from measles. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So what happened to William Butler's wife Mary if she indeed was a passenger on the "Switzerland"? 

This may be explained by the following death certificate relating to the burial of Mary Butler.: 

 



Slattery/Slatery Story            [compiled by John Malone - Email: jmalone6@bigpond.com]  Page 14 


This Mary Butler, residing at the emigrant 

barracks, was most likely a recent arrival 

matching in with the arrival of the ship 

"Switzerland" on 20 June 1854.   

 

 

Her age now 39, matches her arrival 

documentation, but for her to match our Mary 

Butler (nee Slattery), her real age would match 

the earlier documentation of 50 years of age. 

 

Her death would have taken place less than a 

month after the ship's arrival.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The above Deposit Journals, Shipping Indents and Burial Certificate are thus worth consideration in 

adding to our knowledge of the Butler Family.   

However, the above documents also pose a number of unanswered questions and doubts as well – a 

common passageway in Family History Research! 
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William Butler – Post Convict Era 

 

William Butler gained an Absolute Pardon on 31 December 1847. 

 

It appears that William Butler was not to be reunited with his wife Mary (nee Slattery) if indeed she 

was buried soon after her arrival in Australia accompanied by her two daughters. 

 

A trip to the Lands Department in Sydney many, many years ago unearthed a document that 

indicated that William Butler had resided in the Kangaloola area near Binda (Crookwell region). 

(The documentation relating William Butler was not procured at the time so there is no verification of 

this information) 

 

Also living at Kangaloola near Crookwell was Henry Evans the husband to be of William's daughter 

Johanna. 

In a land purchase dated 1 November 1851, Henry Evans listed his address as Kangaloola. 

 

 

 

 

After the death of Henry Evans (Johanna's husband), at Little Plains Creek, Boorowa, in 1869, 

financial difficulties beset Henry's family. 

 

Henry's personal estate was insufficient to discharge his personal probate debts and so his two parcels 

of land;  

1) Little Plains Creek 

2) Boorowa town lot 

were sold to William Butler, the purchase price being £71/18/6. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Land Conveyance (William Butler to daughter Johanna Barton) No 961 Book 156 
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In a legal document dated 10 February 

1876 the property owned by William 

Butler was to be transferred to his 

daughter Johanna Barton [formerly 

Evans, nee Butler], as a “Deed of Gift”. 

 

The “Deed of Gift” included the 

following parcels of land: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lot Number County Parish Area Notes Date 
Lot 53 

Little Plains Creek 

King Bala 29 acres, 2 roods, 

16 perches 

Selected by 

Henry Evans 

25 Aug 1854 

Lot 38 

Little Plains Creek (a 

branch of Gunnary Ck) 

King Bala 30 acres  26 Aug 1850 

Lot 1, Section 14 

Farm and Queen St, 

Boorowa 

King Town of 

Boorowa 

 

1 acre  6 May 1857 

Together with any houses and improvements erected on the properties 

 

 

William listed his address as Phils Creek, near Burrowa. 

 

On the 10 February, 1876 William Butler’s name appears on a legal document when he handed the 

land back to Johanna as a "Deed of Gift". 

He listed his place of residence as being Little Plains Creek, which is near Phils Creek. 

 

 

William Butler died of natural causes at "Little Plains", the property of his daughter Johanna and 

son-in-law Joseph Barton, on 14 March, 1878.   

He was listed as a widower aged about 80 years. 
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Many years ago, a cousin Robert Barton indicated that 

the general area shown in the photograph was where 

William Butler had lived on Little Plains Creek. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Further research is required to substantiate the information presented in this life story of our 

ancestors William Butler and Mary Slattery. 

 

Recent DNA testing has unearthed a match which traces back to a Patrick Butler (born c1826 in 

Ireland).  Who knows where that match is likely to lead to!  


