BOOROWA PIONEERS

JOHN O'KEEFE and CATHERINE LEARY

JOHN OKEEFE - Background

A little uncertainty still exists as to the background of early Boorowa pioneers John O'Keefe and
Catherine Leary. (Catherine Leary’s background — written as a separate article)

Information contained on the death certificate of John O'Keefe was relatively scanty. His parent's
names were listed as ""unknown", thus giving few clues that may assist in tracing his origin.
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Death Certificate — John O’Keefe

It is believed that John O'Keefe was born in Ireland c1819.
According to death certificate information, John O'Keefe had spent “about 35 years in NSW” before
his death in 1879, thus dating his arrival at approximately 1844, but the word “about™ leaves quite a
margin for speculation regarding how accurate this date is.

Tracing his arrival in the Colony of NSW, has been quite a difficult task, evolving over 30+ years of
research, as no arrival document had been uncovered that with any certainty, related to the particular
John O'Keefe in question.
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Moving Forward in Research to 2016

In 2016 that “certaintly” relating to the arrival in NSW of John O’Keefe was most likely established — [as

revealed later as this particular story unfolds]

There are three variants of the surname and these appear in various documents and this further

complicates matters:

O’Keefe

Keefe

Keeffe

Some of the childrew
were nouned Keefe

Johwv Keefe - son

Williaomv K eefe -sov

Family hearsay (via the late Thelma Carrett of Dubbo — daughter of Patrick O’Keefe) had indicated that
John O’Keefe may have been a convict, so the possible arrivals 1834-1939 are listed below:

~k oo

~~. the death certificate information.

In identifying a match some “basic criteria” exists, especially as the life story emerges later in the

The O’Keefe / Keefe / Keeffe convict shipping arrivals marked, give the closest possible match to

document:

v O’Keefe (preferable to Keefe or Keeffe)
v' Bornin Ireland
v" Convicted in Ireland
v' Born c1818 - 1819
v’ Arrival in the late 1830’s, but preferably in the early 1840’s
v" A possible link to County Argyle (Goulburn) region of NSW as a stepping stone to the Burrowa area

Name Age Native Place Ship Arrival date to Ticket of Leave

NSW Certificate of ~k -
Freedom N
John Keefe 17 Tipperary Parmelia 1 March 1834 TL 4 Nov 1843
Wellington District

Points for Acceptance or Rejection

Keefe not O’Keefe — Arrival quite early - born ¢1817/18

John O’Keefe

Lady Nugent

] 3 December 1834

Points for Acceptance or Rejection

Tried in Lancaster, England — not Ireland

John O’Keefe | 30 | County Limerick

Waterloo 4

| 7 September 1836 |

Points for Acceptance or Rejection

Born ¢1806 — too early

John Keefe | 15 | County Galway

Lloyds

| 17 July 1837 | TL 11 Dec 1846

Points for Acceptance or Rejection

Keefe not O’Keefe — Convicted in England - born 1822

John Keeffe | 22| County Kilkenny

Westmorland

| 22 August 1838 | CF 21 May 1845

Points for Acceptance or Rejection

Ticket of Leave — 21

May 1845 Gosford District — born c1816

John O’Keefe 37 County Limerick

Westmorland

22 August 1838 TL 8 October 1842
CF 10 July 1845

Points for Acceptance or Rejection

Born 1801 — too earl

— District of Goulburn

John Keeffe 19 Waterford

Waverley

17 June 1839 CF 18 Sept 1845

Paterson District

Points for Acceptance or Rejection

Cert of Freedom — Paterson District / born 1820

John Keefe | 15 | London, England

Barossa

| 8 December 1839 | CF 11 May 1849

Points for Acceptance or Rejection

Born London, England — granted Cert Freedom in Melbourne
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« As from the list above there appears to be no convict that strongly matches the
above criteria

There were assisted immigrants to NSW as listed below that however provided much closer links to
the above criteria:
Both immigrants were born in Ireland c1819

Name Age Native Place Ship Arrival date to NSW *
John Keefe 23 Charleville, Lascar 11 November 1841
County Cork _t
Points for Acceptance or Rejection Date of arrival matches death cert — born ¢c1818-1819 — born in
Ireland
John Keeffe 24 Tipperary Woodbridge March 1842 L
Points for Acceptance or Rejection Date of arrival matches death cert — born c1818-1819 — borh in
Ireland

John Keefe - per ship Lascar - 11 November 1841

o v
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UNMARRIED MALE IMMIGRANT.
John Keefe 3
Arrived by the Ship 04/5«4 % y %
Ship “Lascar et Z/A G _-
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Assisted Immigrant T AL
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John Keefe : :
e Arrived by the ship “Lascar” : s ) ¢// A /’ LA foilonatee ﬂ
e Brought out by: Thomas *******
State of bodily health, strength,
and probable usefulness } /,._’7_
e A native of Charleville, County Cork 4 giioy
Rign 7F ¢

e Parents John & Margaret (neither alive) e g,

Any Complaints - ey

e Farm labourer — Sih g e
,(l////,/' /:/-//
Sydusy, Gridede ; !
e 23 years of age : :,3// ki AN
. *,-‘//{"”A«.
e Roman Catholic -~

e Reads

e Bounty of £19 paid
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John Keeffe - per ship “Woodbridge™ - 8 March 1842
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Keeffe John - Per Woodbridge - March 1842

Remarks . Newcastle, Tipperary - Page 2
!

John Keeffe
e Arrived in Australia as a Bounty Migrant per the ship “Woodbridge”

Native of Newcastle, County Tipperary

Parents William and Margaret Keeffe (father deceased)

Farm servant

aged 24 yrs

Roman Catholic

Neither reads or writes

Bounty of £19 paid

% Were either of the John Keefe / Keeffes mentioned above ‘our John Keefe /
Keeffe / O'Keefe?

% The arrival of John O’Keefe to the Colony of New South Wales was to remain
somewhat uncertain but as his later story unfolds some further clues may emerge.
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IMMIGRATION (sourced from the Internet - Anglefire Website)

Immigration during the first 65 Years of Australia's settlement was less spectacular than that of the
Gold Rush era which started in 1851 and eventually led to the development of our manufacturing
industries and our political system of democracy as well as our social structure.

But in the years before the Gold Rush there developed a strong pastoral climate which created an
effective economic organisation and enabled Australia to cope with the disruptions caused by the
influx of gold seekers and to absorb the changes and to use them.

The different kinds of early immigration schemes were:

Convicts

Free - there was a trickle at first which increased during Macquarie's time.
Soldiers and Marines, some of whom settled when their service time was up
The Government Schemes - 1822-1830 and 1837-1840

e The Bounty Imimigrants Scheme 1835-1841

e The Assisted Immigrants Scheme in the 1840s and 1850s

e The Gold Rush 1851

THE BOUNTY SCHEME

Why did the Bounty Immigrants come? The voyage to Australia sometimes took 17 weeks and was
very uncomfortable and dangerous. Why did so many come?

The American War of Independence had ended in 1783 but the cost to the UK was enormous.

Then came the French Revolution and the War with France 1793-1815 which continued the drain on
resources.

The government opposed emigration at those times as men were needed for the Army and the Navy
and to produce war supplies.

However, after these wars the government was broke and unemployment was high as those ex-
servicemen needed jobs and the population began increasing.

Industrialisation increased so that prosperity passed the ordinary labourer by.

Bad harvests led to an agricultural depression.

In the British Isles, the Corn Laws were enacted between 1815 and 1846 which kept corn prices at a
high level. This measure was intended to protect English farmers from cheap foreign imports of
grain following the end of the Napoleonic Wars.
Farming became extremely lucrative, and farming land was traded at very profitable rates. The
beneficiaries of the Corn Laws were the nobility and other large landholders who owned the
majority of profitable farmland. Landowners had a vested interest in seeing the Corn Laws remain
in force.
The artificially high corn prices encouraged by the Corn Laws meant that the urban working class
had to spend the bulk of their income on corn just to survive. Since they had no income left over for
other purchases, they could not afford manufactured goods. As a result, manufacturers suffered,
and had to lay off workers. These workers had difficulty finding employment, so the economic spiral
worsened for everyone involved.
The Corn Laws saw:

e food prices rise

e wages fall

e starvation set in.

Relief for the poor became urgent. In 1834 new Poor Laws led to the rise of Workhouses. The
condition of village labourers continued to deteriorate until many reached such a state of despair
that they were ready to revolt.

One factor contributing to the economic distress in the counties of southern England, was the
decline in the demand for English Southdown wool. This was being ousted from the market by wool
Jrom German sheep crossed with Spanish merinos.

This period became so distressing for agricultural labourers and tradesmen that the Parish officials
began encouraging them to emigrate to NSW.

Standard foodstuffs on migrant ships were: - salt beef, pork, flour, peas, tea, sugar, rice, raising and
oatmeal. The migrants themselves had to provide clothing, bedding, personal articles and they were
advised to bring some tools.
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The Bounty Immigration Scheme was first suggested by Edward Gibbon Wakefield. He suggested
that:

e The system of free land grants should cease and Colonial land should be sold.
e The revenue from these sales should be used to boost emigration from the UK.
e Certain conditions should apply to the type of emigrant accepted.

This scheme was gradually adopted. The first set of Bounty Regulations was gazetted by Governor
Bourke in October 1835:
o The persons accepted should be mechanics tradesmen, or agricultural labourers.
o They should have references as to their character from responsible persons, such as the local
magistrate or clergyman.
o To prove their age they should have Certificates of Baptism.

At first, before 1835, the passage money was advanced to emigrants by the Government, to be paid
back out of their salary, but many refused to pay it back, so the Government converted this Loan
into a Free Bounty.

Settlers in NSW were allowed to recruit their own workers in the UK. Most employed agents to do
so. The Government also had an Agent-General in London after 1837, and Agents in other
embarkation ports.

Under the Bounty Scheme the settler who wanted workers paid the Emigrants' passages. On arrival
these workers were examined by a Board appointed by the Governor and, if the Board were
satisfied, the settler would be issued with a Certificate entitling him to claim the Bounty money back
Jrom the Government.

Complaints from the settlers before 1841 were uncommon. The Bounty was refused on only about 1%
of applications, mostly on grounds of age.

The costs were:

e 30 pounds for a man and wife under 30 years on embarkation;

e 15 pounds for each single female 15y to 30y with the approval of the settler or the agent, and
under the protection of a married couple or to stay with the family till otherwise provided
Jor;

e 10 pounds for each unmarried male 18y to 30y (equal number of males and females
mechanics or agricultural labourers were to be encouraged by the settlers);

e 5 pounds for each child over 1 year.

FAULTS OF THE SCHEME

There were several faults in the Bounty Scheme:

e Settlers complained that not all migrants knew the trade they claimed;

Not many settlers had the money to pay the Agents in the UK to act for them and the system
soon fell into the hands of the ship owners or of speculators;

There were not many checks to the system;

The ship owners sometimes changed the arrangements;

Discipline aboard ship was often neglected;

The Agents in the UK created false impressions of life in NSW
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There were two Bounty Immigrants named John Keefe/Keeffe that may be of particular
interest as they closely align with the date criteria for our ancestor

John Keefe per the ship “Lascar” - Bounty Migrant

Upon arrival in the Colony of New South Wales, John Keefe per the ship “Lascar”, a labourer aged 23
years, was engaged by Denis Hayes of Pitt Street, Sydney.

His weekly wage was to be £1 — 10s — 0d and John was to be employed on that wage without rations.
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John Keefe per the ship “Woodbridge” - Bounty Migrant

John Keefe per the ship “Woodbridge”, upon arrival in the Colony of New South Wales, was to find
himself posted inland to Goulburn.

John Keefe, an agricultural labourer, aged 24 years, was engaged by Mr Brodribb of Kenmore near

Goulburn.
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May 0.—The adjourned neeting of the per-
sons caipected with the managemont of the
Goulbiory Hospital, was heid ia the Court-
Tone ton .\hm(\n)‘ Inst, the 2ad instant, whes
ful e gentlémen were elected ta o
¢ buxiness of the Society, which has
been venodelled on account of the Govern-
went hreaking up the original institution,
I'he object of this Seciety being to relisve
both frce and b, ns wrfl ax subicribers, to
the amotstaf twn pounds, who are taken into
the howgital il they becotae convaleseear;
those who are not suberibers are admitted on
achurge of oo Gl per day, secariiy being
priven toy forty dags i they ure nlxo admitted
on the recoriendation of suleribers at the
»ane which ix charged to theic subserip-
tiong, il e Qs exhausi nid then he fulls
on enother, and  thus ry one who i
relivved know their henefactora; and the sub-
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reguire, X
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W, Sowerhy, Freasurer j Reve Wi 1Ha-

railten, éngn); Rev. twright 3 J,

O Suinva, J. Wi Shelly, Ewq. ;‘

k. 5
10 Campbeil, B Win. Hovell, Eug.
B Entam A, Turnball:

Bull; R. Waugh, surgeon, er apwcro; R. M.
Cartwright, surgeon, ez officin,

The following Trustees were named at the
wame thne, in whon to vest the reul properly
that wmay be sequired :—Caplain . N, Rossi,

v ] ' Wme Bradley, Fsq.;
rthur, Esq; Wi, 1 Faithfull,
nan Brodie, B

On the govern breaking up the ori-
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th
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Perinit ux to say, that you and Mrs. Rich- |
ardaon cxrcy with ‘you the good wishen of g
all, nad mny evory temporal blessing ever at-
tend you and your dear fumily,

(Signed in behall of the inhiabitants by)

P, Rowst,
W. Sowiney,
W, P Farnronr,
Wi Haniros,
W. AL Brosvrinm,
Ronewr Wavan,

ForKenmore Patate,
Goulburn, May 6,
HEPLY.
1 thank you with the most
for the very flattering ex-
welings towards wme which
wn vogeatitinde is en-
sionsness that | am p
indebted fo your partial friendship thun to any
merit of my awn, for this unexpeeted wark of
regard. 1 regreot extremely the necessity of

Gentleme

b eard,
by the con

| parting from such kind friends and nelgh-
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y for s o vibae, bt still more as s
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Accept my best thanks tor your kind wishis
towards Mres, Richardson nid myself, |
fnu all, with yonr families, may o njoy
hy happiness, and prosperity, is my most
it desire.
W. Ricuanpsox,
® 0 wdestand 1t Captria Bossl deellies,

e

In “The Sydney Herald” published Friday 13 May 1842
Mr WA Brodribb is a signatory to a letter, on behalf of
the Kenmore Estate, relating to the management of the
Goulburn Hospital and to the expression of gratitude to
Dr William Richardson who was leaving the district.
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WILLIAM ADAMS BRODRIBB was born in London on the 27th May, 1809, and was the eldest son of an
English solicitor who arrived in Hobart Town in 181;.

William Adams Brodribb was also a solicitor, who was tried in 1816 for "administering an unlawful
oath”, and was transported for 7 years in 1817. His wife and 4 children (William Adams Brodribb Jnr,
Lavinia, Albert and Edward) joined him in Van Diemens Land (later Tasmania) in 1818.

In Van Diemens Land, he held the office of Judge Advocate, and subsequently that of Under Sheriff.

William Adams Brodribb came over to New South Wales in 1836, and formed a cattle station in the
Maneroo (later Monaro) District, though he sold this about two years later. At the same time he
established a sheep station near Gundagai. He then acquired an interest in a large pastoral property
near Goulburn, in conjunction with William Lithgow, Auditor General, and this property be managed.
About 1842, he relinquished this employment, and took charge of Mr. William Bradley's extensive
properties on the Maneroo (Monaro). Of these he retained the management for upwards of twelve
years. He left Mr Bradley's employ in 1855, and crossed the Australian Alps with a herd of cattle, sheep
and horses, and after four months' travelling, reached Wanganella on the Billabong Creek (between
Hay and Deniliquin), where he settled on the Wanganella Run which he purchased.

From his reminiscences, which he published in 1883, the following information is obtained, in
addition to what has already been set out. In 1843 he assumed the management of Mr. Bradley's
stations- Myalla, Cooma and Bullanaming (at the latter of which he lived). Later, Mr Bradley, who
lived in Goulburn, bought a sheep station called "Coolringdon,” (between Berridale and Cooma) with
8,000 sheep, from Dr Wallace, of Sydney. This place Mr Brodribb also managed.

On 28th February. 1849, his eldest daughter died, and he writes: "I had to send a distance of 25 miles
for a coffin and to take my poor child the same distance to the churchyard to be buried. Our second
daughter died eight days after and was buried with her sister. The burial place was the cemetery
attached to the Anglican Church on the Myalla Road, where the headstone still stands to-day. In 1865
Mr. Brodribb returned to Coolringdon and contested the Parliamentary Election with Mr (afterwards
Sir) James Martin, by whom he was defeated.

Source: "BACK TO COOMA" Felix Mitchell 1926 Page 74 - Transcribed by Patrick Mould 2002
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John and Catherine O’Keefe — Early Life in Burrowa / Boorowa

John and Catherine O’Keefe’s early life in the Burrowa / Boorowa area is best put into context with an
extract from Helen Lloyd’s Book “Boorowa — over 160 years of white settlement”.

LAW AND ORDER

Boorowa, like all the outlying remote areas of settlements,
gained an unenviable reputation for its uncontrollable rate
of crime. Bushranging and stock theft, were the main
offences in the Boorowa District, followed by murder,
drunken brawls, arson, stock shooting and petty theft.
Those with convict backgrounds, who were the majority of
the early inhabitants, were entrusted to seek employment
under their own Ticket of Leave recognisance, they then
became known as “old lags". Instead, a high percentage
took illegal occupation of crown land and established sly
grog shops, harboured runaways who assisted in the
activities of rounding up their neighbour’s stray stock and
enticed labourers away from stations, thus creating no end
of trouble.
Many of the free arrivals from the crowded slums of
London and Ireland, who had nothing but contempt for
British justice, found the temptation of easy crime too great
to resist and took advantage of these illegal activities.
There were few families who escaped the stigma of
"possession of unaccountable stock" and some families
Jollowed this pattern for generations.
Suspicion and jealousy which arose betwveen neighbours
and families during the early days of settlement, was
accompanied by the resentment of new arrivals who
created competition for the occupation of the land. There also existed a great division between the
classes, as well as religious differences and more so with the establishment of the churches, who
reminded the settlers of their separate denominations, dividing the people more.
These social conditions established the basis of petty crime that would last for years, a pattern of
life that had to be reversed if self-respect of a neighbour and his property were to be achieved.
Stock thefts soon became well organised and reports of missing stock were continually made. In
1834, Mr O'Brien of Yass lost 300 head of cattle in one of the many raids. Unbranded calves were in
strong demand, and they received their first branding under illegal ownership. Horse stealing was
rife, Joseph Roberts lost many horses, on one occasion he lost three horses in 1837 from his station
Meringullalong at Boorowa, two years later two horses were found, severely overworked and the
other turned up being ridden by a visitor to the station. Stations belonging to R. M. Campbell and J
J Howell robbed at the end of 1839, Howell lost three of his valuable horses, also Mr Besnard and W
H Broughton were raided, the thieves even sat at Besnard's table and ate his meal.
R M Campbell of “Anns Vale” also suffered the loss of stock, when 30 head of cattle were stolen in
1844 by a hut keeper who worked for William Cummings on the Lachlan River. He sold eleven head
to a butcher at Bathurst.
Attempts were made, with what authority was available, to control and bring to justice these
criminals. The Australia, 13 July,1842 reported that Mr Hardy, of the police force and
Commissioner Beckham, assisted by W H Broughton, while “travelling in the unknown regions
beyond Burrowa” in “an onslaught upon the cattle thieves” captured about “seventeen people with
800 head of cattle and 30 horses’..................

BOOROWA

OVER 160 YEARS
OF WHITE SETTLEMENT

By HELEN V.LLOYD
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John O’Keefe — Early Life in Burrowa / Phils Creek / Grassy Creek
John Keefe’s name appears in various newspaper articles and government documents, not always for the
best reasons in today’s standards, but he was obviously trying to survive under the harsh conditions of the
day as described in the extract from Helen Lloyd’s Book.

- <plancestry

John O'Keefe in the New South Wales, Australia,
Criminal Court Records, 1830-1945

|

|

|

|

|

| .

I L Name: John O'Keefe
| .

: : Commit or Trial Date: 16 Mar 1855
|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

»,

Court Place:  Binalong, New South Wales, Australia

Source Citation
State Records Authority of New South Wales; Kingswood, New South Wales, Australia; Clerk of the Peace: Registers
of Criminal Depositions received: Sept 1849-Mar 1880, Series Number: 849; Reel: 2760

A report in the Sydney Morning Herald dated Wednesday 27 June 1855 from the Court of Quarter
Sessions at Goulburn states as follows:

Tup Covuy or Quaurewr Sessioxs,—1hess Bes.
gionn were held on Thurday, the Ulst nstant, and
two fullowing days, before A Cheeke, Esq., the chair-
man. Mr, allaghsn eonducted the cases for the
Crown. Thowas Johnson, found guilty of stesling,
at Braidwond, on the 19th March last; eentence,
three yenrs' hard labour on the voada,  Joseph Vin.
cent Hegulines, a foreigner, found guilty of stesling a
horge, saddle, snd bridle, at Braidwood ; sentence,
fire yearn' hard labour on the roads. Joseph Howell,
guilty of having stolen sundry articles frum o store st
(Jueanbeyan : aentence, six monaths' tnprisonment
with hard labour in Goulburs geol.  Frederick de la
Costs, & foreigner, for larceny ; case postponed from
last eourt ; prisoncr discharged, in cons quince of noa-
attendance of witnessss. Williarn Wuluer Harris,
indicted for an indecent masault at Bhelley’s Fiate, was
found guilty, end sentenced to the full penaliy the law
allows, viz., three years’ hard labour on the roads.
George Maeon, indieted for having stolen a anddle
and other articles al Queanbeyan, was acquitted and
diecharged.  William Huttwn, guilty of larceny at
Collector ; sentence, two years' imprisomment with
hard Jsbuur. llaniel Sheahan aud John (V' Keefe,
guilt of un assauli; senience,  three
months’ imprisonment in Gouiburn gacl  William
Harrold, charged with  larceny st Reid's Fia;
acquitted.  Juhn Campbell, guilty of having obtained

I
refreshments from Mr, J. Lodge, of Bredalhane Plains,
for fulsely representing himself av a deiecuve police

National Library of Australia
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The court documents below show further information relating to the assault by Daniel Sheahan /
Sheehan and John O’Keefe.

They appeared in the Binalong Court (Burrowa was in the Binalong Police District) on 16 March
1855, charged with “inflicting grievous boedily harm”.

% ?%Zf/e "

il \‘{»:*
2 %4/

O

Witnesses for the crown were:

e Joseph Kelly — unable to identify at present, but a John Kelly was listed in the 1872 Greville’s
Directory as a labourer, Corcoran Plains, Burrowa

e Catherine Corcoran — the wife of Roger Corcoran, Catherine (nee Russell) — Catherine and
Roger married in 1845 at Burrowa

e Roger Corcoran — Roger and his cousin Ned Ryan were amongst the earliest settlers in the
Boorowa/Galong area, both squatters, settling beyond the “Limits of Location” that had been
set by the government of the day.
They had both been sentenced to transportation after burning down a dispensary/hospital
building that was housing a garrison of British troops in their hometown of Ballagh, County
Tipperary, Ireland. Fourteen men went on trial with Patrick Keogh being hanged and the
other thirteen including Roger Corcoran and Ned Ryan being transported on the “Surrey 27,
arriving in the Colony of NSW in December 1816.
Roger was assigned to Samuel Hassal and gained his Ticket of Leave in 1823 and Absolute
Pardon in 1830. In 1825 both Roger Corcoran and Ned Ryan moved to Galong and in 1826
Roger Corcoran had moved to the Boorowa River.
The Government Gazette of January 1837 has him recorded as residing at “Burraway” and
by 1847 he is recorded as having 31,000 acres of land, “Corcoran Plains”, Boorowa.

e John Harty — in the 1872 Greville’s Directory, John Harty was listed as a farmer, Burrowa
River, Burrowa
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Witnesses for the prisoner were:

“On bail” sureties were provided by Miles Murphy and Patrick Ryan, both of Binalong for them both
to appear at Goulburn Court on 22 June 1855.

e Miles Murphy

o Emigrated to the Colony of NSW in 1841 as set up as a carpenter and wheelwright in
partnership with a blacksmith in Yass
Operated commercial interests with his son at the Lambing Flat Goldfields (later
Young)
Built the “Swan Inn” (now “Black Swan”) at Binalong
Buried the bushranger Johnny Gilbert after he was shot by police at Binalong
Owned property in the Murrumburrah area including the property “Kalangan”
Is regarded as the “Founder of Murrumburrah”
(is an ancestor of three of my grandchildren Harrison, James and Charlie

Howse)

(@]

o O O O O

e Patrick Ryan - unable to identify at present, Ryan being a very common name in the
Boorowa / Binalong area.

p—
Judge and Sentence A"f

In front of the judge Alfred Cheeke, both John O’Keefe and Daniel £
Sheehan/Sheahan were found guilty of the offence and sentenced to 3 months
imprisonment in Goulburn Gaol.

Judge Alfred Cheeke
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The New South Wales “Reports on Crime” Gazette “For Police Information”, dated 27 September

1855, details the release of John O’Keefe from imprisonment in Goulburn Gaol in the week ending 24

September 1855.

NEW SOUTH WALES

X AN

oot

REPORTS OF CRIME,

EIC,, ETC.,

FOR POLICE INFORMATION.

PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY

No. 120.] THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 27.

[1855.

DISTRICT OF NEWCASTLE.

Lost or stolen, on - the 23rd ‘instant, between the hours of 4 and 6, P, a pocket

ook containing ten £1 notes, Baak of New South Wales, Newesstle, aod thros £
Bank of New Soath Wale Nowesstio— Non. 4508, 375, 3555, s propery of
5.

Orme, Newcastle. Information reosived at this Office, 27th instans

DISTRICT OF GOULBURN.—£5REWARD..

> notes,
Frodarick

Stolen from William Bellamy, st Goulbarn Plaios, on the 19th day of September,
1855 :—One bright bay horse, 15 hauds high, three white feet, short switch tail, 4 years old,
k, E near shoulder. A reward of £5

randed I in square off shoulder, E sidewsys off neck, E near

b ays
will bo paid by the sbovenamod William Bellamy, for the recorery of the sid horse, sad
aunviali.;lul' the thief or thieves. Information {uuived at this Office on the 27th instant.

DISTRICT OF SYDNEY.

Strayed duriog last night, from Sir Walter Scott, Public House, Bathurst-street, s
ded G on near side.

bay mare pony, 5 years old, bran

Strayed from tho premises of Messrs Lysll Scott and Co, on the

24th fnstant
the property of Mr. R. Towns, of Towns' Wharf,-an iron grey harse, about 14 or 15 hands

bigh, broken kees and aged; bad on saddle snd bridle.
DISTRICT OF BATHURS.
Description of Jobn Ryan, charged with sbaooding from the
apprentioe, of Joho MKay sud Franeis Halliday, wheelwr
of August, 1 inches

hired servios, 12 sn
ghis, Baibars, o the 2ith doy
835:—Ags, 20 yus; 5 et inches bigh,rashersous mad,duk b

Complexion, round face, dark blue eycs. A warran has been issaod by the Bathurst Bench
—oow in the haods of the Chief Constable. Information received at this Offce ou the

27th instant.

RETURN of Prim:‘ (under sentence) di s'm:lisl;.‘&d, ‘at Batharst, for

he week eading tho 2

Jobn Sedwart, 1 James William O'Brien.

DISMISSED

From the Casilis Police—Constable Martin Gready, for drankenness aod committing

a0 asault whilst on duty. Date, 12th instant.
he Crown Lands'

Polioe, Albart District— Willism Stasley, for
emort altimo.

agligently allowing s prisoner under his eeort to escape. ~Date,

DISTRICT OF ARMIDALE.

A man uamed Prckk Higgion i o with abeconding and taking s pumber of
i B N ircton, B, of Obio, on the 11th day of Septamber,
T2 ety s Liverpool Plains,—he is aboot 5 iy ]

to towards
bigh, stout, omplexion, grey hair. Information reseived st this Offce on the 26dk.

instaut.

Page 1

Prisoners Discharged from

Goulburn Gaol:
John O’Keefe
Richard Hutchinson
Alexander Gray

st

_ ——m =
= m 24
2

DISTRICT OF TENTERFIELD—£10 REWARD.
Stolen from A. R. Riley, Esq., J.P., at Clifton, on the 1st da; of June, 1855,—
a black cob, about 15 hands high, branded BK on near shoulder, and CJ on the off shoulder,
short docked tail. Alexander Raby Riley, Esq., J.P-, offers a reward of £10 if stolen, on
conviction of the thief, and £5 if strayed, on the recovery of the horse. Information
received at this office on the 29th instant.

DISTRICT OF WARWICK.—£2 REWARD.

Absconded from the hired service of Mr. Alexander Ewen, of Rosenthall, on the 14th
September, 1855, John Smith and John O'Brien. John Smit , about 35 years;
height, about 5 feet 8 inches; round faced, and small eyes. John O'Brien—age, about 50
years; height 6 feet; slight made; dressed in black frock. Mr. Ewen ?ﬂ'ers areward of £2
for each. Warrants granted 13th instant. Information received at this office on the 29th
instant.

DISTRICT OF TAMWORTH.

Absconded from the hired service of Robert Pringle Esq., of Bullagullion. Tamworth,
on the Ist day of March, 1855, and has gone in the direction of Newcastle, a man named
William Ecgleston, between 50 and 60 years of age, 6 feet 1 inch high, grey hair, a native
of England, an in drunkard, a sh ker,—is known in this district by the name of
“long Bill” ; a warrant forwarded to the Chicf Constable, N tle. Ecgl gave
evidence against a person named William Godbold, at the last Maitland Quarter Sessions, for
stealing an iron pot from Mr. Pringle. Information received at this office on the 29th inst.

DISTRICT OF MLEAY —£3 REWARD.

George Quinnell is charged with breach of agreement, in refusing to complete his
work after having obtained an advance in iooda thereon from Mr. H. R. Oakes. Quinnell
is an Englishman, about 30 years of age, height about 5 feet 7 inches, complexion ruddy,
hair dark brown, eyes blue, robust make, stoops slightly, no whiskers, has his wife and child
with him. A warrant has been issued.

DISTRICT OF ARMIDALE.—£1 REWARD.

Absconded from Mr. James Hutton, of Falconer, on the 10th day of September,
1855—John Williams, about 40 years of age, 5 feet 8 inches high, thin and delicate looking,
had a light mustache when he absconded, dark hair; dressed in corduroy trousers, dark coat
with metal buttons, California hat. A warrant has been issued ; and Mr. Hutton offers
£1 reward for his apprehensi Inf recived at this Office on the 29th instant.

DISTRICT OF WARWICK.
Vide Crime Report, 11th instant..
George Johnstone, charged with pt of Court, has been apprehended by the
Warwick Police.

DISMISSED from the Drayton Police, Constable William Smith, for disobedience’
of orders, and gross dereliction of duty. - Date 14th instant.

) Vide Crime Report, 25th July last
George Kilbec, charged with absconding from his hired service, has been apprehended
by the Armidale Police.

Prisoners discharged from Goulburn Gaol, for the week ending 24th September.
Jobn O’Keefe.
Richard Hutchinson.
Alexander Gray.

- DISTRICT OF MOLONG.
’ Dismissed from the Molong Police, constable James M‘Cullough, for drunkenness,
improper conduct to the Chief Constable, and neglect of duty. Dated the 18th instant.

. Vide Crime Report of 25th February 1855,
Eeq ‘%?xﬁmlécbfged with absconding from the hireéy service of Thomas Lawson,
iy reek, n Rath h 29 H Y,
of Molong, and forwarded to th?;iathu;tmﬁ::;, been app i o
W. C. MAYNE,
Inspector General of Police.
Office of Inspector General of Police, » e g
Sydney, 29th September, 1855,

Syoney : Printed by WiLLiax Hawsox, Government Printer, Hyde Park.

John O'Keeefe - Gaol Discharge

Page 2
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The New South Wales “Reports on Crime” Gazette “For Police Information”, dated Thursday 2 July,
1857, details John O’Keefe as a victim on this occasion.

NEW SOUTH WALES

; John O’Keefe offers a £10
reward for each of two horses
stolen:

R EPORTS OF C RI L/IE’ 4 stolen 12 May 1857, a

bright bay horse, 6 years old
ETC,, ETC, v

stolen 1 June 1857, a bay

FOR POLICE INFORMATION. aged horse

PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY.

No. 42.] THURSDAY, JULY 2. [1857.

DISTRICT OF SYDNEY.
Stolen about 10 o'clock, p.m., of the 27th of June, 1857, from the pocket of
Mrs. Louis, residing at 38, Elizabeth-street, while opposite the Royal Hotel, George-street,
a black leather purse, bound with red, containing six shillings in silver, and a paper relating
to the sale of a cart (written in French), and a baker’s receipt. Supposed to have been com-
mitted by a boy about 14 years of age. Information received at this Office on the 27th ultimo.

£1 REWARD.
Lost or stolen on the night of the 27th June, 1857, from the person of Charles
Cadwell, carpenter, of Cambridge-street, while drunk, an open-faced silver patent lever watch,
50&975, :u.ker's name Webster, and four £1 notes. A reward of £1 is offered on recovery
: watch.

Stolen on the morning of the 28th June, 1857, from Captain Hay’s Wharf, Balmain,
one boat’s anchor, about 40 Ibs. weight, one new and one old rope, about 15 fathoms each;
a boat was cut from her moorings, by means of which the thief got at this tackle, but was
found floating in the harbour. :

Found in the possesion of a prostitute named Mary M‘Can, now in custody at this
station, an old fashioned silver verge watch, no maker's name, No. 4,014, with short steel
chain, and two common keys attached,—supposed to be stolen.

Mrs. Bowman, of Botany-street, Redfern, reports that on the 30th June, at about
balf-past 4 p.m., while in the shop of Anthony Hordern, Draper, Greorge-street South, there
was stolen gom her dress pocket a black leather por e, ining a £1 note, about
10s. in silver, and some memorandums. Suspicion attaches to 8 woman about 25 or 30 years
old, tall and stout, fair bair, ruddy complexion, dressed in light print dress, short dark
mantle, and straw bonnet trimmed with light ribbon.

Stolen, some time since the 27th June, from an unfinished building in Wynyard
Square, a spirit level, the property of Edward Punch, of 43 Palmer-street; it was pledged
at Molloy’s Pawn Office, George-street, by a man about 30 years old, 5 feet 6 or 7 inches
high, dressed in light clothes, and of respectable appearance, who can be identified by Mr.
Molloy ; he gave the name of John Weleh, of Hunter-street.

DISTRICT OF STON;IEY h(]!“m ik
Joseph Yates is charged with obtaining, under pretences, frot n Brown, at
Stoney Creek, on the 4th of June, a Dean and Adams’ revolver, new, six-inch barrel, six
shooter. Yates is about 5 feet 9 inches high, ruddy complexion, small reddish whiskers,
brown hair and eyes, by trade a watchmaker. Warrant issued. s

DISTRICT OF BINALONG.—£10 REWARD.

Stolen on the 12th May, 1857, and the st June, 1857, at Burrows, a bright bay
horse, 6 years old, 15} hands bigh, switch tail, a little white on one of the hind fetlocks,
branded gP on near shoulder, and JK conjoined on off shoulder ; also on the 1st June, a bay
CR

horse, » 154 hands high, bald face, three white legs, a large grey spot on ribs off side;
both of gt;de’ hgl'*na are broien into draught. Mr. John O'Keefe will give £10 reward for

the recovery of each horse, and conviction of the thief or thieves. The attention of the

Albury Police is directed to this notification. Information received at this Office on the -«

. - 29th June. - B ¢<3
John O'Keefe
Reward for theft of his 2 horses
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A puzzling document appears in 1861 with the return of Prisoners at Goulburn Gaol.
In the document appears a:

o John O’Keefe

o Ship “Woodbridge”
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b ’ ! ; o 4 ; ?
! o e AL S e « . Goulburn Gaol Return - 1861 Lol
;::l s«::., Sl T T“:y‘l 2 -:-‘:r - T‘TI“'" I P = ®  GENERAL RENARKS. ® " unecrions anp wisToRY.
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Name Arrival Yr Birth Stature | Complexion Hair Eyes General Remarks
Jno Woodbridge 1820 5ft 5in Fresh Brown Grey **** scar on right knee
O’Keefe 1841 (42)

Is this John O’Keefe, our ancestor?

1861

We have a John Keefe arriving on the ship “Woodbridge”
Name is now O’Keefe which matches with death certificate name and some other records
Date of birth listed as 1820 (shipping record indicates c1818)

There is no obvious record of a John O’Keefe being convicted and imprisoned in Goulburn Gaol in

e John Keefe was a Bounty Migrant assigned to Mr Brodribb at Goulburn

Much of the evidence of the above record is quite positive but there remain some queries that provide an
element of doubt, that hopefully at some stage in the future may be added to!

Update: My daughter Cassie, while visiting from New Zealand, was dabbling
with Family History Research and presented me with a document on Friday 1
September 2016, which may have finally solved the dilemmas associated with

John O’Keefe.
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The previous document “Goulburn Goal Return 1961” was to have another variation of format with
additional information enclosed as below:

K 21 7 2 %/ i 16
::-I iy T NAME. d o dxis i NATIVE PLACE. RELIGION. St e 1IN GAOL.
oap e Yoo .4.?.7.;-5;' s {  Pupen How. | Whea.
| Z. ol s 7 Lm0 ~
S0 s Kot oy e iyl 157 F 5 S s o Iy Ay 27 S listige |« Sfulirob
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Ly Gpollets 4/ F2F ol I i i / oy
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(DS d e adating gyl 5 PG Y IR A |
Name Arrival Free/Bond Trade
Ship Year On Arrival On Entering | Native Place Religion ~allinc
- Gaol Calling
Jno O’Keefe Roman
Woodbridge 1841 (42) Free Free Tipperary Catholic Labourer
Admitted Disposed Of Behaviour in Gaol
When Whence Purpose How When
24 November Larceny . 17 January
1861 Burrowa 3 Months Input Discharged 1862 T

+ The fact that John O’Keefe was admitted to gaol from Burrowa
(Boorowa) appears to add substance and evidence to the fact that
our John O’Keefe did arrive as an assisted immigrant per the ship
“Woodbridge” in 1842.
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John O’Keefe — Early Life in Burrowa / Phils Creek / Grassy Creek (continued)
In the book “News and Gossip of Old Yass” Page 191, mention is made of the malicious wounding of 3
horses belonging to John O’Keefe of Grassy Creek by William Roberts.

1o

Cruelty to Horses ) L
William Roberts of Phils Creek was charged with maliciously wounding and killing 3 horses the property of John O’Keefe. John

O'Keefe lived at Grassy Creek.

QUEEN V. ROBEETA
This was a special case from the Quarter Sessions at
Yeoor, on the 1lth June, 1506, tried before Mr.
Pursfoy, Ubairman of uarter Seasione.  The prisoace
Roherts was indictad ueder 7 and 8 Geo. 41h, cap, 30,
for felonwusly killing, muiming, und wounding & mar,
the property of ooe Jobn (FKeefs. The jury found
the prisoner guilty of wouoding the mare, aod he wus
sentenoed to twalve months' lmprisonment in Darlin
horet gaol. The followiug points were takea for the
opinion of the Judges of the Suprems Court:—lst,
whother the information was good fer slleging » . )
killing, maiming, and wounding: Ind, whether it was | Details of the court proceedings at Yass on 11 June 1866,

iot the prisoner of . .
p oo e s e iing tve faare - aed, | appeared in the Sydney Newspaper “Empire” on Saturday

m;"l;"“‘b' e ara i i ot | 15 September 1866 with Roberts being sentenced to 12

term. months imprisonment at Darlinghurst goal.

The evidencs waa that the prisoner was seen to fire
ab the animal ata distanes of (ifteen or twenty yards,
and that shortly sfterwards marks entering the skin,
like those likely to he produced by shol, were secn in
the mare. The jojury was not permanest and the
saimal recoverwl.

The Solicitor Gensral 3 in support of the
eonvistion, and coatendad that it was competent for the
jurw vo find priscour guilty of any ene of the offeaces
mentioned conjointly in the indictment, namely, either
of killing, maiming or wounding. He alse contended
that the evidencs was suflicient to justify the jury in
convicting the peisoner of wounding.

The Covnr sustained the coaviction on all the

Ppoints.

QUEEN V ROBERTS
This was a special case from the Quarter Sessions at Yass, on the 11th June, 1866, tried before Mr
Purefoy, Chairman of Quarter Sessions. The prisoner Roberts was indicted under 7 and 8 Geo. 4th,
cap.30, for feloniously killing, maiming, and wounding a mare, the property of one John O'Keefe. The
jury found the prisoner guilty of wounding the mare, and he was sentenced to twelve months'
imprisonment in Darlinghurst gaol. The following points were taken for the opinion of the Judges of the
Supreme Court: -1st, whether the information was good for alleging a killing, maiming, and wounding;
2nd, whether it was competent for the jury to convict the prisoner of feloniously and unlawfully wounding
the mare; 3rd, whether the evidence was sufficient to support the chargé of wounding within the meaning
of that term.
The evidence was that the prisoner was seen to fire at the animal at a distance of fifteen or twenty yards
and that shortly afterwards marks entering the skin, like those likely to be produced by shot, were seen in
the mare. The injury was not permanent and the animal recovered.
The Solicitor-General appeared in support of the conviction, and contended that it was competent for the
jury to find prisoner guilty of any one of the offences mentioned conjointly in the indictment, namely,
either of killing, maiming or wounding. He also contended, that the evidence was sufficient to justify the
jury in convicting the prisoner of wounding.
The Court sustained the conviction on all the points.
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The documents below “Return of Prisoners at the Different Circuit Courts and Courts of Quarter
Sessions, 1866”7, relate to:

v’ the first trial of William Roberts at Yass on 26 February 1866

v' the second trial and sentencing of William Roberts at Yass on 8 October 1866

RETURN OF PRISONERS TRIED AT THE DIFFERENT COURTS OF QUARTER SESSIONS, 1866.

Taizp,

SexrENoE,

+.| Peter Holbush ......c..0e0

21st Feb., 1866, Wagga Wegga Quarter|
+«| Fifteen

«.| Five years, ro

s
++| Twelve months hard

Eighteen months hard labor, Goulburn Gaol ; one day

mnnhmeklolihrzo:onhmt.

months hard labor, Darlinghurst Gaol ; one day
in each week solitary confinement.
Two years, Darlingh u:-t Gaol; one day in each week
Five
One our'e 1 ent.

1abor, Goulburn Gaol ; one day in
‘week solitary confinement
Eighteen months hard labor, Parramatta Gacl.
years hard labor, Parramatta

++e| Twelve months, Parramatta

i months hard labor, Parramatta Gaol.

Bix months hard labor, P:

rears hard labor, Parramatta Gaol.
Three months imprisonment, Sydney Gaol.
Eighteen months, Maitland Gt

ears, Maitland Gaol.
Fined £10 for illegally usi

anded to next Sittings.

na| Twelve months hard labor, Darlinghurst Gaol.

Eighteen months hard labor, Darlinghurst Gaol.

'y lo.
Two years hard labor, Darlinghurst Gaol.
Twelve months hard labor, Darlinghurst Gaol.. .
Eighteen months h: , Darlinghurst Gaol.

0 ibor, Parramatta Gaol. »
Jury not agreeing, prisoner admitted to bail to appear at

next ions, Yass,
Six months hard labor, Darlinghurst Gaol, for illegally

Twelve months, P:

Twuun hard labor, Darlingburst Gaol.
Fined £20, or six mon!| ass. for il
'Three years hard labor, Darlinghurst Gaol.
Two years hard labor, Darlinghurst Gaol.
Three years hard labor, Darlinghurst

using,

Five years, roads.

Bix months, Yass Gaol.
Eighteen months, Yass Gaol.
roads.

Four yeass,

on his own

6

HLLIZVO EOIT0d SATVA HINOS MAN

WL Bowvg 31

Name

Offence

On Whom Committed

When and Where Tried

Sentence

William Roberts

Malicious wounding

John O’Keefe

26™ February 1866
Yass Quarter Sessions

session, Yass

Jury not agreeing,
prisoner admitted to bail
to appear at the next

RETURN OF PRISONERS TRIED AT THE DIFFERENT CTROUIT COURTS AND COURTS OF QUARTER SESSIONS, 1808,

Christopher Obertheur $th October, 1888, Armidale Olrenit Cowrt | Ten years on the roads.

s E L &

Durtrick Mosamaz. Do, do, do,

Johe Berart ... Do, do, do

Wilitam . do,

Joha Waten alias 8tk October, 1884, Goulbsrn

Chacies Reynolds . g Do,  do, do :
L E £ £ 2
u.w-a&u.’. 1 Ostober, 1868, Tem Q5. ... E
rﬂ-l-h-

E-m Do, o, da

Jooe Reedy” Fou  do oo

Deid B Do, do, do.

William Fletshar . 65 Ot m{"o-.-‘c’i. -

Joseph Noria . Do,  d@o, = do.

Heary M Namars. Do, do, do.

Honry Murdock ﬁl;:.hll“.jﬂll-“u

a“;:' b Willfam -Malicdus Woun

Thomas Devie a

Jumes Bveme . o %sm ? 'i
E“f‘:‘“’lﬁ.’ Vass Rgourt Octdper 1866 . Bt G §
Ak Chong ... s H La%r - Earhng&t:. Lo P s DR <
Abce Clarks . 104h October, 1068, Wollsagong Q.5. ....| Thres monthe hard labor, Wollengong Geal. i
Name Offence On Whom Committed | When and Where Tried Sentence

William Roberts

Malicious wounding —
3 horses

John O’Keefe

8 October 1866
Yass Quarter Sessions

Twelve months hard
labour, Darlinghurst
Gaol
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CATHERINE LEARY
Somewhere between 1850 and 1852, John O’Keefe had met up and began a relationship with
Catherine Sullivan (nee Leary), the wife of former convict and confectioner Jeremiah Sullivan.
Their first child John O’Keefe (later Keefe) was born in 1852.
(Cathrine Leary’s background is expanded later in the story)

Catherine Keefe and her partner John O’Keefe both appeared in Boorowa Court just over a week
apart, apparently charged with the same offence of sheep stealing.

A _ Apprehensions,

John Hart and William Hart, charged with stealing and
receiving a quantity of wearing apparel, valued at £100

recovered), the property of Messrs. Cohen & Co., clothiers,
ydney, have been arrested by Detectives Lyons and Finegan,
Remanded, The undermentioned property, found in the
possession of these offenders, isisupposed to be stolen. An
owner required :—A gentleman’s mahogany dressing-case, brass
bound, with silver-mounted fittings, and lined with red leather,
size 10 x 6 x 6inches; a gentleman’s rosewood dressing-case,
brass bound, ornamental brass plate on lid, engraved 3R. T.,
plated fittings and lined with dark leather, size 11 x 83 x 4§; &
round leather portable dressing-case; a small brass time-piece,
with white metal dial, maker’s name, *‘ 0. Duncan,” London,
No. 100, opens at the back; an old japanned tin cash-box,
broken open, WHAMPOA in gilt letters on top; two black
opera glasses, one large the other small ; two cases of mathe-
matical instruments ; scarf pin, oval branch with leaf in centre ;
one common telescope pin, set with four imitation turquoise; one
gilt brooch, leaf pattern; one ¢gold hunting watch, en;ne-tnmed
cases, with crest, a leopard supporting an anchor, maker’s
name, ‘‘ Charles Johnson,”” Wigan, No. 23392, and private
mark scratched inside case, white enamelled dial; one gold
hunting Geneva watch, engine-turned cases, front case chased
in smallsquares, with flowers and wreath and shield in centre,
gold dial, No. 3987 on case and * E:Aa a cylindre
Uit trous in rubis,’”’ engraved on dome; one old metal watch-
case; one lady’s chain, perforated bar and link pattern; a
.gentleman's gold chain, perforated secret link pattern, like
masonic key attached, set with blood stone on one side, and
like onyx on the other; also, two small silver gilt medals,
one for Ghuznee, the other for Candahar, Ghuznee, and Cabul ;
two silver medals, matked *J. W ,Hall,” Commissariat Depart-
ment, one for Hydrabad and Scinde, the other for Candahar,
_hyznee, and Cabul; a small chain necklet, two small studs
set with J:enrh; a silver gilt Albert chain, formed of four pieces,
with slide and hook attached ; also, three small gold French
coins, and an imitation English guinea, of the reign of George
the 2nd; a gold signet ring, crest, an arm holding a dagger, and
an illegible motto ; a pair of gold chased sleeve-links ; fifteen
uckng?' of Holyoake's Limerick fishhooks; and three glasier’s

monds,

William Robinson, recently discharged from the Penal
Establishment, Cockatoo Island, charged with stealing a

uantity of owolleri (part recovered), the rty of John

eapy, landlord of the * Victoria Inn,’ Paddington, has been
;m:tiu} by Constable Corrigan, SBydney Police. Committed
or trial.

David Frew, charged on warrant with stealing a bullock,
branded VI on rump (horns recovered), the property of
Edward Jones, Nundle, has been arrested by Senior Constable
King, Nundle Police. Remanded.

Elizabeth Fitzpatrick, charged with the murder of her
illegitimate child, has been arrested by Senior Bergeant
Waters and Oonstable Tool, Bathurst Police. Committed for
trial at the next Circuit Court to be holden at Bathurst.

William Norris, charged on warrant with illegally using
a horse, the ropertg. of Thomas Moffit, Bunna Bunna, has
been arrested by Senior Sergeant Flynn, Walgett Police.
Remanded.

John O'Keef, charged on warrant with stealing sheep
(carcases recovered), the property of r KRyan, has
surrendered to the Burrowa Police. Committed for trial.
Catherine O'Keef, charged on warrant, with the same offence,
hes been arrested by Sergeant Cornett, Burrowa Police,
Oox;mmed for trial at the next Quarter Sessions to be holden
at Yaes, .

h § ar

vy \ N > | 2a% .4 L H AN 2 as

John O’KEEFE and Catherine LEARY {Compiled by John Malone}

Catherine O’Keef / O’Keefe / Keefe was first to
appear on 20 June 1867.

John O’Keef / O’Keefe was to appear in court
at Boorowa on 1 July 1867, just a few days
after Catherine.

The “NSW Police Gazette” published 10 July
1867 details the apprehension of John and
Catherine O’Keefe/O’Keefe as follows:

“John O’Keef, charged on warrant with
stealing sheep (carcass recovered), the
property of Roger Ryan, has surrendered to
the Burrowa Police. Committed for trial,
Catherine O’Keefe, charged on warrant, with
the same offence, has been arrested by
Sergeant Cornett, Burrowa Police.
Committed for trial at the next Quarter
Sessions to be holden at Yass.”

It appears that the matter was then referred to
Yass Court on 23 July and then to the 19
August 1867.
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The document below states the following:

Name

Offence

On Whom Committed

When and Where Tried

Sentence

John O’Keefe

Sheep Stealing

Roger Regan
(Roger Ryan in Police

7 October 1867
Yass Quarter Sessions

Twelve months hard
labour, Goulburn

Gaol

Gazette)

RETURN OF PRISONERS TRIED AT THE DIFFERENT CIRCUIT COURTS AND COURTS OF QUARTER SESSIONS, 1867. s
L
T Nawm Orrzxcs. Ox wmox Coarrrzn. [ Waax axp Wazas Tamo. Sswrexcs.
Patgiok Tobin .. .| Seabbing 5 ..| 7 Oet., 1867, Armidale O. Ct. Six months hard labor, Armidale Guol.
Jeseph James .. b do. ae es e ee e g:: t = ;—nﬂd Wgaam ¥
— ) ) T do. s o g: ::. 2 Two anu;toul.
Py Joungioy == = Ll 7 Octy lo67, Yems @.5. .- Toweive msotts 1on o, Goulbura Gaal
Heaors Beattea Jlareeny .. ®». o . Do. do. £ Twelve months, Goulburn Gaol.
Geocgs Benham lPeery D O Do. do. 3 -.| Admitted on bail to when called on.
James " ol “’ cattle o= oee Do. do. o .| Eighteen months Dar! urst Gaol.
D't' o .o . Do. do. o ‘Two years hard lsbor, Berrima
‘ﬁ_ . o do. . . Do, do. = Two years hard labor, Dar! urst Gaol. i
Ah-hez .| Seealing & horse ia .ee Do. do. e Eighteen months hard labor, Gaol. :
Jobe Hust .. Asssult and robbery HE oo Do._ do. o Din;bm I-.n'-.h-‘ into l:mwd. 8
8 ulehy aliss Bourke..| Norging three orders shillings .| William % » 1867, Port Macquarie Q.8. +.| Admitted m: appear when called
mhl Mq-l--‘:... =4 «+| Daniel . ”&R . QI.. . Twym%&buwd‘:d. a
Thomes Mensics lq-y.'. i s wer  AmeDay . 7 Oet,, 1867, Goulbura Ot. CL Three yoars hard 4
Willam Lowe. o 2 o . . A - )
| Biokard Forstar :md. : ) s W, & :: ¥ & oy
. : e ——
John O’KEEFE and Catherine LEARY {Compiled by John Malone} Page 21



FALS OUARTES AESSIONA In the “Sydney Morning Herald” dated Saturday 12 October

PROM A CONNBS DT )

102 atavd Couit cacamescnd on t8a Tik ioatast, wilh ag | :
ity vmall semte-of ows, wr oy tior | 1867, the following report was noted:
uerally md‘,h:oil"hr{‘. tin mg Dh;fﬂ le': g p

ol 1 sl s P
u #lealime fem ahovp the
periy of Meger Ryan, st Walln Walks tn:n. :::

gl
maras chag M’ g, s dcuenier | “John O'Keefe, charged with stealing ten sheep the property of Roger
Jemia Dfy wis chwgad with .."'14;".. et of 1 Ryan, at Walla Walla Station, near Burrowa, was found guilty and
dick Moinedl, Loar Marvagn,  Found gallty, wd sesmnd | SE€Ntenced to twelve months imprisonment with hard labour.”

John O’Keefe was imprisoned for stealing sheep from Roger Ryan, as per the NSW Police Gazette
report (not Roger Regan).
Helen Lloyd’s book “Boorowa-over 160 years of White Settlement” makes mention of Roger Ryan as
follows:
v Page 21 — “Ellen Castles married Roger Ryan of Water Holes Flat”
v Page 300 — “John Argeat sold the estate to Ellen Ryan, who left her \Water Hole Flats property
after her husband Roger had died in 1900”

It appears that John O’Keefe was imprisoned at Yass Gaol as opposed to Goulburn Gaol as per the
return of prisoners at Yass Gaol on 31 March 1868.

John Keefe appears on the “Nominal Return of Prisoners in Her Majesty’s Gaol Yass on three
separate occasions, all returns with identical information, except the age as below:

= 31 March 1868 aged 49 year

= 30 June 1868 aged 50 years
= 31 September 1868 aged 50 years

The fate of Catherine O’Keefe at Yass Court is unknown at this stage.
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31 March 1868

Name Age Nationality When Where Offence | Tradeor | Physical | Education | Conduct
Sentenced and by Calling | Condition
Whom
John 49 yrs Ireland 7 October | Yass - Sheep Farmer | Strong Cannot Conduct
O’Keefe 1878 Judge Stealing and read Good -
Simpson Healthy Serving 1
year

; =i .
A NOMINAL RETURN of all Prisoners in Her )In]ast) s Gaol, // // // __this_o¥/7/ day of M// ///m»{ 186f
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Gaoler.
1, This Refsrn sk be mad cn the BLat Macch, 20tk Juns, B8 Seplember,and B1at Deosaber. o i gy i ially is the Trade, Physicel m:m..u-, anl Conduct Cilusise. & % ¢

Judge Simpson: George Bowen Simpson was born in 1838 at
Oaklands near Parramatta. His father Percy Simpson was the
commandant of convicts in the Wellington Valley NSW.

George was admitted to the bar in 1858 and became a District Court
Judge in August 1867.

John O’Keefe appeared before Judge Simpson soon after his
appointment as District Court Judge.
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The Life of Catherine [nee Leary] - former wife of Convict Jeremiah
Sullivan - later partner / wife of John O'Keefe will be told in a

sepamte story, but will be briefly summarised in order to complete the story of John O’Keefe

» Catherine Leary was born at Menangle on 4 January 1833, the daughter of Irish convicts John
Leary and his wife Elizabeth Smith.

» At just 14 yrs 3mths of age, Catherine Leary had her marriage banns granted to former
convict and later confectioner, Jeremiah Sullivan at Campbelltown on 6 April 1847.

» Two children resulted from the marriage: (half-brother / sister to the O’Keefe / Keefe children)

1. Mary Ann Sullivan b.1847 m. John Vine

2. Daniel Sullivan (pictured) b.1850 m. Charlotte Ashworth

QHGH'ry Nevaran .S’ua;_ i ,,{ 1R GN~iga3 Rny".s dnele
“E’s-t'c?éf&i‘iﬂ Budsea (Lot} Dargin [ Nea ﬂﬂﬁiwtx&'fdj
{67458 ((Ray's Greal !3«_-4"", z

Denal SulcivAn 1830

Rov's Gramd Fakher

G

PHOTCCRAPH TAKEN ABOUT /920 v DURKAM ST. BATHURST N5 W
DamigL SULL iy AN (/¢se “/?.30) HOLDING HORSE. HARRY NORMAN SULLIVAN

(1-39'.5" -[?‘s'.?J AND EI.iZABE T BupGE (A/Ai.f&') /?SHWGRTH(; i96 L - "7_5»3) InN Steaiky
| e o o :
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+» Between 1850 and 1852 Catherine began a relationship with John O’Keefe

Although never married, John O'Keefe Snr and Catherine Leary produced a family (all born in the
Frogmore, Phils Ck area) of 7 children:

1. John Keefe born 14 Feb 1852 “Frogs Hole” Frogmore m. Charlotte Matilda Gorham
2. Patrick Keefe born 22 June 1856 Burrowa died of convulsions 4 mths

3. William Keefe born 26 June 1858 Frogmore m. Matilda Horton

4. Johanna O'Keefe  born 12 May 1859 at Gunnary Ck m. Patrick Corkery

5. Michael O’Keefe  born 8 June 1861 at Phils Ck m. Harriet Roberts

6. Patrick O'Keefe born 20 Feb 1864 at Frogmore m. Eliza Jane Rolles (nee Good)
7. James O'Keefe born 1865 at Phils Ck died 19yrs, inflammation of the lungs

John O’Keefe / Catherine Leary

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA @

. Catherine Leary
John O’Keefe (Sullivan)
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Patrick :
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Catherine Sullivan (Leary) died at Yass Hospital on the 4 May 1871 aged just 38 yrs.

According to death certificate information, Catherine had been suffering from phthisis for six weeks
and was attended to on the day of her death by Dr Blake.

The dictionary states phthisis is:

a) Pulmonary consumption, tuberculosis of the lung; less frequently tuberculosis of some other part.

b) Progressive emancipation; any continuous destruction of tissue.

It is interesting to note that at the time of death a hospital wardsman William Begley was informant to
Catherine’s death.
Had the family deserted Catherine or was it lack of literacy skills of the family?

Her son, Patrick O'Keefe Jnr was just 7 yrs of age, when his mother Catherine Leary died.
According to the late Thelma Carrett from Dubbo, (Patrick’s daughter), Patrick remembered her as a
very gentle lady with white hair.

John O'Keefe on the other hand, according to hearsay, was a very hard old Irishman.

One story relates to him preparing ""burgoo’ porridge from ground wheat for the children very early
of a morning.

He would then send the children out to do their chores and fry himself eggs while they were away and
burn the eggshells to hide the fact that he was having a more nourishing breakfast.

If found out, he would jeer and taunt the children.

John O'Keefe, a farmer, died of sunstroke at Phils Creek on 2 May 1879.
According to information on his death certificate, he was 60 yrs of age.
(Death Certificate Copy — Page 1 of this article)
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An inquest was held on the same day by W D Campbell at Phils Creek, Walla Walla, and the inquest
conclusion being that John O’Keefe died of natural causes.

Mr WD Campbell was a Justice of the Peace and in Greville’s Directory of 1872 was listed as a
“Squatter” on the property “Beverley”, Burrowa.

The descendants of John O*Keefe and Catherine Leary continue to retain their close association with
the Boorowa District today, and have contributed in so many ways to the development, and history of
the area.

We, as descendants, are extremely mindful of the hardships that both John O’Keefe and Catherine Leary
both obviously endured and are extremely grateful for their persistence in blazing the pathway for all
their family members that have since followed.
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Children of John O’Keefe and Catherine Leary (Sullivan)

(some children retained O’Keefe name, others chose Keefe)

John Keefe married Charlotte Matilda Gorham

Patrick O’Keefe (1)
died aged 4 months

William Keefe married Matilda Horton

Johanna O’Keefe married Patrick Corkery

Michael O’Keefe married Harriet Roberts

James O’Keefe

died aged 19 yrs — inflammation of the lungs
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TIMELINE OF JOHN O’KEEFE and CATHERINE LEARY
There remains some uncertainties and gaps in the life story of John O’Keefe and Catherine Leary (Sullivan) and many
other people will build on and amend that life story in the future, as more family history research material is released and
uncovered.
The basic timeline facts at the moment for John O’Keefe and Catherine Leary (Sullivan) are:

Date / Year Event Source
C 1818 - 1819 John O’Keefe born in Ireland Court documents and death certificate
give similar timeframe
30 Dec 1832 Catherine Leary born at Menangle to convicts John NSW Births, Deaths, Marriages -
O’Leary “Prince Regent” and Elizabeth Smith “Mary Baptismal Certificate
(3 ”
C 1842 John O’Keefe arrives in the Colony of NSW The term about 35 yrs in NSW can give
quite some leeway
C1836 - 1842 John O’Keefe — convict or free settler Exact ship of arrival remains uncertain
6 Apr 1847 Catherine Leary — permission to marry Jeremiah Convicts Application to Marry
Sullivan — 16yrs
C 1850 - 1851 Commences a relationship with Catherine Sullivan Catherine gives birth to Daniel
(nee Leary) Sullivan in 1850 and John O’Keefe
(jnr) in 1852
14 Feb 1852 » John O’Keeefe (later Keefe) Jnr - born NSW Births, Deaths, Marriages

22 June 1855

John O’Keefe — 3 months imprisonment at Goulburn
Gaol for assault

Court Papers — Goulburn Quarter
Sessions / Newspaper Report — Sydney
Morning Herald 27 June 1855

24 Sept 1855

John O’Keefe released from Goulburn Gaol

NSW — Reports of Crime Gazette — 27
Sept 1855

22 June 1856

» Patrick O’Keefe born / dies aged 4 months

NSW birth / death cert

2 July 1857

John O’Keefe offers £10 reward each, recovery of 2
stolen horses

NSW Reports on Crime Gazette 2 July
1857

26 June 1858 »  William O’Keefe born at Frogmore NSW Births, Deaths, Marriages
12 May 1859 » Johanna O’Keefe born at Gunnary Ck NSW Births, Deaths, Marriages
8 June 1861 e Michael O’Keefe born at Phils Ck
24 Nov 1861 e John O’Keefe — 3 months imprisonment at Gaol Description & Entrance Books —
Goulburn Gaol for larceny (theft) Goulburn 1818-1930
17 Jan 1862 e John O’Keefe — released from prison Gaol Description & Entrance Books —
Goulburn 1818-1930
20 Feb 1864 e Patrick O’Keefe (2) born at Frogmore
1865 o James O’Keefe born at Phils Ck
26 Feb 1866 William Roberts — Yass Court — Malicious Wounding | Return of Prisoners Tried in Quarter
of John O’Keefe’s horses Sessions 1866
8 Oct 1866 William Roberts — 12 months imprisonment Return of Prisoners Tried in Quarter

Darlinghurst Gaol for above offence

Sessions 1866

20 June 1867

Catherine Keefe (O’Keefe) appears at Boorowa Court
— sheep stealing

NSW Court Records

1 July 1867 John O’Keefe appears at Boorowa Court — sheep NSW Court Records
stealing
7 Oct 1867 John O’Keefe appears at Yass Court — sentenced to NSW Court Records
12 months hard labour Goulburn Gaol - sheep
stealing
31 Mar 1868 John O’Keefe — Serving above sentence in Yass Gaol Return of Prisoners in Gaol
4 May 1871 Catherine (registered Sullivan) — died in Yass NSW Death Certificate
Hospital — Phthisis (tuberculosis) — aged 38 yrs (Informant William Begley — hospital
wardsman)
2 May 1879 John O’Keefe — farmer of Phils Ck — dies 60 yrs — NSW Death Certificate
sunstroke
6 May 1879 John O’Keefe — inquest registered — died natural Inquest performed by W D Campbell —
causes aged 60 yrs Justice of Peace — Squatter —
“Beverley” Burrowa
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[ Summary of the Background of John O’Keefe

The evidence presented above points directly to the arrival of John O’Keefe (Keeffe) per the ship

“Woodbridge” in 1842.

8 March 1842

John Keeffe - per ship “Woodbridge” -
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Keeffe John - Per Woodbridge - March 1842
Newcastle, Tipperary - Page 2

John Keeffe
e Borncl818

e Arrived in Australia as a Bounty Migrant per the ship “Woodbridge”

¢ Native of Newcastle, County Tipperary

e Parents William and Margaret Keeffe (father deceased)

e [arm servant John Keeffe

e aged 24 yrs

e Roman Catholic Ship

e Neither reads or writes “Woodbridge”

e Bounty of £19 paid

Assisted
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John Keeffe (O’Keefe) was a native of Newcastle, County Tipperary.

Newcastle Civil Parish
County Tipperary

Barony Iffa and Offa West
Poor Law Union Clogheen
Catholic Diocese Waterford & Lismore
Catholic Parish Newcastle & Fourmilewater
r
The small town of Newcastle is situated just 12km south of Clonmel.
It is situated 45km SE of the City of Tipperary and 6okm west of the city of Waterford, almost on
the border separating County Tipperary and County Waterford.
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In Ireland the naming of Land Division can be quite complex and confusing.

e The Nation (2) Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland (UK)

e Provinces (4) eg Connought, Leinster, Munster and Ulster

e County (32) eg Tipperary, Waterford, Kilkenny, Galway

e Barony - obsolete since 1898

e Diocese - Separate regions for Catholic / Church of Ire

e Parish - see below

e Cities and Towns - area consisting of 1 townland or many townlands
e The Townland - (origin) areas of land sufficient to “sustain a cow”
e The Poor Law Union - centred on a market town where

workhouses were built
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Tipperary is both a city and a county. The city of Tipperary is situated in the County of Tipperary.
Waterford is both a city and a county. The city of Waterford is situated in the County of Tipperary.

FAITE
" An Caisledn Nua

Newcastle is both a Civil Parish as well as a Townland in
the County of Tipperary.

There are two types of parishes, ecclesiastical (relating to church) and civil (relating to
ordinary citizens, non-sectarian) and they should not be confused, no matter how confusing
this gets!

There are about 2500 civil parishes in Ireland. Each contains an average of 24 townlands and
they are usually responsible for the compilation and maintenance of Irish land and property
taxes and records.

The ecclesiastical position is rather more complicated because there are both Church of
Ireland parishes and Roman Catholic parishes, and they have different congregations and
boundaries. Typically Catholic parishes spread over a larger region than Church of Ireland
parishes.

Parents and siblings of John Keeffe (O’Keefe)

The “Woodbridge” shipping indent for John Keeffe stated that his parents were:
e William and Margaret Keeffe (William being deceased when the ship sailed)

The online release of the Irish Catholic Church records in 2015 has provided a huge boost for
further research into the Keeffe family.

A subscription to Rootslreland has provided the pathway.

The Baptism search criteria:
e Surname - Keeffe

Given Name: - John
County: - Tipperary
Timeframe: c1818 +5yrs
Father: William

The first search results proved to be negative

The addition of Waterford County to the search proved to be much more productive.
The Civil Parish of Newcastle is almost directly on the border of County Tipperary and
County Waterford and the Catholic Diocese stretching over county border into Waterford.
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The document below appeared to be the “best match”, but wasn’t completely conclusive as
the birth year was a little earlier than expected.

John Keeffe

Baptised: 15 July 1815

Parish: Newcastle County Waterford
Father: William Keeffe

Mother: Margaret Keating

@ ~ Church Baptism Record

Name: 'John Keeffe EgEpe ~ Dateof Birth: ‘

: Date of Baptism: 15-]u|-1815v
Address: Newcastle Parish/District:  NEWCASTLE
Gender: v County Cov. Waterford 4

Denomination:  Roman Catholic

Father: 'William Keeffe Mother: 'Margaret Keating
Occupation: i 5t : = : ;
Sponsor 1/ e e ' Sponsor 2 / o R
ATy William Hacket okt 2: Margaret Keating
Notes:
-© 2015 Copyright Waterford Heritage www.rootsireland.ie
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The church baptism extract is
listed below and interpreted
by Roots Ireland as follows:

v’ 15 July 1815

v’ Joannes Keeffe

v' William Keefe and
Margaret Keating

v Newcastle
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Margaret Keeffe arrived in the Colony of New South Wales under the protection of Edmund
Dower and “her brother”.

Margaret Keefe’s parents were listed as William and Margaret Keeffe, her father is dead.

So who is Edmund Dower and why is Margaret under his protection?

The shipping indent for Edmund Dower provides the answer:

\y* A MARRIED MALE IMMIGRANT. mm FEMLF IMMIGRANT
((é))é»u-u.LO@M g \ 4/42 »4-‘(—/4&’4«1 .
lﬂh‘hﬁﬁﬁ M) mnuu%’M‘)

ity S "%’? /_‘/ﬂ," Brosght ost by - i

/

Apatire of "éa""“g / /{tx A'Native of féa/é—"*/é / M7 /
" Puet’ Napes, M"{ Wi, . e A 0
: S % Mf!m/’é—% ,—/::ﬁ;g .

$ : mv}/f: ’,-_.D/;/ﬂ‘—vé y N
Age %‘:/f 4 QN :
Persen cerlfying Regitry of - M v . ’?-%
Baptam } A 9 : .
a Lo N—uﬂyir‘l."-ude // ¢ I L o
Characte, Mrﬂ*"“‘""l R P (/{//: P Baptisn § e .
the scve o A '\ TR ,' \ 1 4(’
Neighbour of Characteruad person vty ) (s 3
\ , Margaret bl S ik N
“::::::5’:'-“::&.- ‘ W d- A e s ¢ Keeffe
A oA - Left under
. " L0 e 2 Lo /
: his protection St of by heah, srogeh, /ﬁ,& @/&At-& Ao /4/
l«—//h .«% 2 and S5 protale wiefulnces s
)i Z protection of
= oha &5 o 55 brother John
3877 2 i
) R N e it
: N~ . ) o 2 J
e //{r,agg/ .//4%/,__ PSP SO ‘,6/"‘ —_— Read or Write 20— .
3 ‘1“44”'—"("'”"'/’/ g L., Auy Complaints = AZOLCE_ ‘

&.2 . - Al /” 4 f/,
o A
AR A > ./,//;/ : R
- -
i oy - ~

The document states that Margaret Keeffe was a neighbour of Edmund Dower and his wife
Mariam.

{They were a married couple and single female Bounty Immigrants such as Margaret Keeffe
had to be under the protection of a married couple}
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Edmund Dower married
Mariam Casey, both from
Lisava, County Tipperary on
17 July 1841.

(Lisava and Newcastle are
approximately 16km apart)

They married in the Cahir
Parish, County Tipperary.

The couple were only very
young, 18 years and 26 years
respectively, but to satisfy
the rules of authorities they
were recorded as being the

“protectors” of Margaret
Keeffe.

&

Date of Marriage: flﬂ Jul 1841

Church Marriage Record

Parish / District: CAHIR PARiSH S i (Eounty: C;ﬁ:l:lnp.;w)nes;;r;/“ \«
Husband Wife
Name: ‘Edmund Dower | Maram  [carey
i e — NLI_S_;;;.._.._.,‘ SORUG . . (O
Denomination: E”Roman Catholic <Rorﬁan Cathohc T
Occupation:  |NotRecorded ‘N Recorded
Age: NotRecorded Not Recorded
Status: |Bachelor (Pwr;\')iausly unmarried) ‘ Spmster (Previously unmarrle‘éiw
Husband's Father Wife's Father
Name: i\Not Recorded S sded  |Carey
Address:
Denomination: |
Occupation: | Not Recorded B
Husband's Mother Wife's Mother
Name: NotRecorded  |NotRecorded |  NotRecorded  NotRecorded
Addres: - sl S A = .
Denomination: 5
Decupation; N — S
Witness 1 Wltness 2
Name: Thomas S ACa_re;/ T éMana T oca __ lrm ]
Address: :" i o -
Notes:

{ PRIEST: G.F LONG
iL

© 2015 Copyright Bru Boru Heritage Centre (South Tipperary) www.rootsireland.ie

Upon arrival in the Colony of New South Wales, Margaret Keeffe (Mary on the listing) was
assigned, like her brother John Keeffe, to Mr Brodribb at Kenmore near Goulburn.
{The Brodribb story is told earlier in the document}
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Although research is at an early stage, it appears as though Margaret Keeffe married
Jeremiah “Darby” McEvoy at St Michael’s Catholic Church at Bathurst on 13 September 1843

EARLY CHURCH RECORDS MARRIAGES

held at NSW Registry of Births, Deaths and Marriages

Transcription requested by JOHN O'NEIL 08-Oct-08

Number 3900 v162B
Date of Marriage 13 SEP 1843

Place ST MICHAEL'S CHURCH, BATHURST
With Consent of

Religion ROMAN CATHOLIC

Groom DARY MCAVOY

Conjugal Status

Age

Parish FISH RIVER

Bride MARGARET KEEFE

Conjugal Status

Age

Parish FISH RIVER

Minister M. O'REILLY

Witnesses THOMAS RILEY, MAY CORMICK
Parish ST MICHAEL'S CHURCH, BATHURST
County BATHURST

Comments

This is a transcription and NOT a certified copy from the Registers of Births, Deaths and
Marriages and cannot be used in any legal proceedings whatsoever.

JOY MURRIN - Transcription Agent
NSW Births, Deaths and Marriages

ABN 17 948 055 643

PO Box 278, Oatley, NSW 2223

Phone (02) 9585-1187 Fax (02) 9585-1486

Email - joy@joymurrin.com.au  WEBSITE - www.joymurrin.com.au

It appears that Jeremiah McEvoy was a convict who arrived in the Colony of New South
Wales per the ship “Lady McNaughton” in 1835.

“Darby” McEvoy as he was referred to, was born in County Wicklow c1809 and after receiving
his Ticket of Leave on 12 December 1839, received his Certificate of Freedom on 10 June 1943.

Just 3 months after receiving his Certificate of Freedom, he was free to marry Margaret
Keeffe at Bathurst.

Margaret Keeffe and Jeremiah “Darby” McEvoy had a family of 8 children that were
associated with:

v Kelso (skm from Bathurst)
v' Bathurst
v' Limekilns (26km northeast of Bathurst)

Jeremiah McEvoy died in 1863 at Limekilms aged 54 years
Margaret McEvoy died in 1889 at William Street, Bathurst aged 69 years (buried at Wattle Flat)
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Below: Ticket of Leave and Certificate of Freedom for Darby McEvoy

P——

CERTIFICATE OF FREEDOM.

No. 45/9‘% ‘
Date, Y/ //M/Z/J /W

Prisoner’s No ...... ‘W/ﬂ

No. J//zz 63 /2% Dicoriton183)

Prisoner’s No. ..., —1/“ v o

Name «eoventnens _@ Per 2

¢
¢
[«
¢
C
C
:
mlip .. R &ZZ’E P I}Iame .............. @Qﬂzﬁgzw
; : : 5 - olaay e'éa%
Master ...... s ¢ P
Year %’;’;'ﬁa‘ i Master <s..isivmioens Sttt
S e : Year .icciiirviinesans Y 58 A
ve . . ¢ v e /
Vi ¢ Native Place......... gM @mw
Trade b ~ Trade or Calling Mm
Offence euvuvenene ¢
[ Offence vocinisies
Place of Trial .... /Z%ﬁ}’ L ' Place of Trial [lll/t/md )
Datoof Trial .... & Pecer L | Date of Trial ...... @ Wﬂ%
Sentonce .....ue 5 A 7(0 i Sentence <..cee.even W
Year of Birth . Year of Birth  ...... /fﬂ?
Hoight «eeuevrns Height wooorrn St 9 Suthw
Complexion ..... . Complexion 304‘
Hair vovvnnes svia V7% 4
HAIE ....coniiisnanns 182
Byes vovens veseee D W
General Remarks General Remarks... ZW MQ@ . #m
st Ztuty
Allowed 1o vemain fa ihe Distiet of T >-Hevae’ Hhtnn Stbine oS 1943 W
On recommendation of ! z— Beach, /2 Bun /839, ,
Dated Mﬂ*f 785
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