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BOOROWA PIONEERS 

 

JOHN O'KEEFE and CATHERINE LEARY 

 

JOHN O'KEEFE - Background 

 

A little uncertainty still exists as to the background of early Boorowa pioneers John O'Keefe and 

Catherine Leary.  (Catherine Leary’s background – written as a separate article) 

 

Information contained on the death certificate of John O'Keefe was relatively scanty.  His parent's 

names were listed as "unknown", thus giving few clues that may assist in tracing his origin. 

   

 

 

Death Certificate – John O’Keefe 

 

It is believed that John O'Keefe was born in Ireland c1819.   

According to death certificate information, John O'Keefe had spent “about 35 years in NSW” before 

his death in 1879, thus dating his arrival at approximately 1844, but the word “about” leaves quite a 

margin for speculation regarding how accurate this date is. 

 

Tracing his arrival in the Colony of NSW, has been quite a difficult task, evolving over 30+ years of 

research, as no arrival document had been uncovered that with any certainty,  related to the particular 

John O'Keefe in question.  
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Moving Forward in Research to 2016 

In 2016 that “certaintly” relating to the arrival in NSW of John O’Keefe was most likely established – [as 

revealed later as this particular story unfolds] 

There are three variants of the surname and these appear in various documents and this further 

complicates matters: 

O’Keefe Keefe Keeffe 

 

Some of the children 

were named Keefe 

John Keefe – son 

William Keefe –son 

 

 

 

Family hearsay (via the late Thelma Carrett of Dubbo – daughter of Patrick O’Keefe) had indicated that 

John O’Keefe may have been a convict, so the possible arrivals 1834-1939 are listed below: 

 

The O’Keefe / Keefe / Keeffe convict shipping arrivals marked, give the closest possible match to 

the death certificate information.   

 
In identifying a match some “basic criteria” exists, especially as the life story emerges later in the 

document: 

✓ O’Keefe (preferable to Keefe or Keeffe) 

✓ Born in Ireland 

✓ Convicted in Ireland 

✓ Born c1818 - 1819 

✓ Arrival in the late 1830’s, but preferably in the early 1840’s 
✓ A possible link to County Argyle (Goulburn) region of NSW as a stepping stone to the Burrowa area 

 
Name Age Native Place Ship Arrival date to 

NSW 

Ticket of Leave 

Certificate of 

Freedom 

 

John Keefe 17 Tipperary Parmelia 1 March 1834 TL 4 Nov 1843 

Wellington District 
 

Points for Acceptance or Rejection Keefe not O’Keefe – Arrival quite early - born c1817/18  

John O’Keefe   Lady Nugent 3 December 1834   
Points for Acceptance or Rejection Tried in Lancaster, England – not Ireland 

John O’Keefe 30 County Limerick Waterloo 4 7 September 1836   
Points for Acceptance or Rejection Born c1806 – too early 

John Keefe 15 County Galway Lloyds 17 July 1837 TL 11 Dec 1846  
Points for Acceptance or Rejection Keefe not O’Keefe – Convicted in England - born 1822  

John Keeffe 22 County Kilkenny Westmorland 22 August 1838 CF 21 May 1845  
Points for Acceptance or Rejection Ticket of Leave – 21 May 1845 Gosford District – born c1816 

John O’Keefe 37 County Limerick Westmorland 22 August 1838 TL 8 October 1842 

CF 10 July 1845 
 

Points for Acceptance or Rejection Born 1801 – too early – District of Goulburn 

John Keeffe 19 Waterford Waverley 17 June 1839 CF 18 Sept 1845 

Paterson District 
 

Points for Acceptance or Rejection Cert of Freedom – Paterson District / born 1820 
John Keefe 15 London, England Barossa 8 December 1839 CF 11 May 1849  

Points for Acceptance or Rejection Born London, England – granted Cert Freedom in Melbourne 
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As from the list above there appears to be no convict that strongly matches the 
above criteria 

 

There were assisted immigrants to NSW as listed below that however provided much closer links to 

the above criteria: 

Both immigrants were born in Ireland c1819 

 

 
Name Age Native Place Ship Arrival date to NSW 

 
 

John Keefe 23 Charleville, 

County Cork 

Lascar 11 November 1841  

Points for Acceptance or Rejection Date of arrival matches death cert – born c1818-1819 – born in 

Ireland 

John Keeffe 24 Tipperary Woodbridge March 1842 

 

 

Points for Acceptance or Rejection Date of arrival matches death cert – born c1818-1819 – born in 

Ireland 

 

John Keefe – per ship Lascar – 11 November 1841 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
John Keefe 

• Arrived by the ship “Lascar” 

 

• Brought out by: Thomas ******* 

 

• A native of Charleville, County Cork 

 

• Parents John & Margaret (neither alive) 

 

• Farm labourer 

 

• 23 years of age 

 

• Roman Catholic 

 

• Reads 

 

• Bounty of £19 paid 

 

John Keefe 
 

Ship “Lascar” 
 

Assisted Immigrant 
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John Keeffe 
 

Ship 
“Woodbridge” 

 
Assisted 

John Keeffe – per ship “Woodbridge” – 8 March 1842 
 

John Keeffe 

• Arrived in Australia as a Bounty Migrant per the ship “Woodbridge” 

• Native of Newcastle, County Tipperary 

• Parents William and Margaret Keeffe (father deceased) 

• Farm servant 

• aged 24 yrs 

• Roman Catholic 

• Neither reads or writes 

• Bounty of £19 paid 

 

 

 Were either of the John Keefe / Keeffe’s mentioned above “our John Keefe / 
Keeffe / O’Keefe? 

 

 

 The arrival of John O’Keefe to the Colony of New South Wales was to remain 
somewhat uncertain but as his later story unfolds some further clues may emerge. 
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IMMIGRATION (sourced from the Internet – Anglefire Website)  
 
Immigration during the first 65 Years of Australia's settlement was less spectacular than that of the 
Gold Rush era which started in 1851 and eventually led to the development of our manufacturing 
industries and our political system of democracy as well as our social structure.  
 
But in the years before the Gold Rush there developed a strong pastoral climate which created an 
effective economic organisation and enabled Australia to cope with the disruptions caused by the 
influx of gold seekers and to absorb the changes and to use them.  
 
The different kinds of early immigration schemes were: 
 

• Convicts 

• Free - there was a trickle at first which increased during Macquarie's time. 

• Soldiers and Marines, some of whom settled when their service time was up 

• The Government Schemes - 1822-1830 and 1837-1840 

• The Bounty Immigrants Scheme 1835-1841 

• The Assisted Immigrants Scheme in the 1840s and 1850s 

• The Gold Rush 1851 
 

THE BOUNTY SCHEME 
Why did the Bounty Immigrants come? The voyage to Australia sometimes took 17 weeks and was 
very uncomfortable and dangerous. Why did so many come? 
The American War of Independence had ended in 1783 but the cost to the UK was enormous.  
Then came the French Revolution and the War with France 1793-1815 which continued the drain on 
resources.  
The government opposed emigration at those times as men were needed for the Army and the Navy 
and to produce war supplies. 
However, after these wars the government was broke and unemployment was high as those ex-
servicemen needed jobs and the population began increasing. 
Industrialisation increased so that prosperity passed the ordinary labourer by.  
Bad harvests led to an agricultural depression.  
 
In the British Isles, the Corn Laws were enacted between 1815 and 1846 which kept corn prices at a 
high level. This measure was intended to protect English farmers from cheap foreign imports of 
grain following the end of the Napoleonic Wars.   
Farming became extremely lucrative, and farming land was traded at very profitable rates. The 
beneficiaries of the Corn Laws were the nobility and other large landholders who owned the 
majority of profitable farmland. Landowners had a vested interest in seeing the Corn Laws remain 
in force. 
The artificially high corn prices encouraged by the Corn Laws meant that the urban working class 
had to spend the bulk of their income on corn just to survive.  Since they had no income left over for 
other purchases, they could not afford manufactured goods.  As a result, manufacturers suffered, 
and had to lay off workers. These workers had difficulty finding employment, so the economic spiral 
worsened for everyone involved.  
The Corn Laws saw: 

• food prices rise 

• wages fall 

• starvation set in. 
 

Relief for the poor became urgent. In 1834 new Poor Laws led to the rise of Workhouses. The 
condition of village labourers continued to deteriorate until many reached such a state of despair 
that they were ready to revolt. 
One factor contributing to the economic distress in the counties of southern England, was the 
decline in the demand for English Southdown wool. This was being ousted from the market by wool 
from German sheep crossed with Spanish merinos. 
This period became so distressing for agricultural labourers and tradesmen that the Parish officials 
began encouraging them to emigrate to NSW. 
Standard foodstuffs on migrant ships were: - salt beef, pork, flour, peas, tea, sugar, rice, raising and 
oatmeal. The migrants themselves had to provide clothing, bedding, personal articles and they were 
advised to bring some tools. 
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The Bounty Immigration Scheme was first suggested by Edward Gibbon Wakefield. He suggested 
that: 

• The system of free land grants should cease and Colonial land should be sold. 

• The revenue from these sales should be used to boost emigration from the UK. 

• Certain conditions should apply to the type of emigrant accepted. 
 
This scheme was gradually adopted. The first set of Bounty Regulations was gazetted by Governor 
Bourke in October 1835: 

• The persons accepted should be mechanics tradesmen, or agricultural labourers. 

• They should have references as to their character from responsible persons, such as the local 
magistrate or clergyman. 

• To prove their age they should have Certificates of Baptism. 
 
At first, before 1835, the passage money was advanced to emigrants by the Government, to be paid 
back out of their salary, but many refused to pay it back, so the Government converted this Loan 
into a Free Bounty. 
Settlers in NSW were allowed to recruit their own workers in the UK.  Most employed agents to do 
so. The Government also had an Agent-General in London after 1837, and Agents in other 
embarkation ports. 
Under the Bounty Scheme the settler who wanted workers paid the Emigrants' passages. On arrival 
these workers were examined by a Board appointed by the Governor and, if the Board were 
satisfied, the settler would be issued with a Certificate entitling him to claim the Bounty money back 
from the Government. 
Complaints from the settlers before 1841 were uncommon. The Bounty was refused on only about 1% 
of applications, mostly on grounds of age. 
 
The costs were: 

• 30 pounds for a man and wife under 30 years on embarkation; 

• 15 pounds for each single female 15y to 30y with the approval of the settler or the agent, and 
under the protection of a married couple or to stay with the family till otherwise provided 
for; 

• 10 pounds for each unmarried male 18y to 30y (equal number of males and females 
mechanics or agricultural labourers were to be encouraged by the settlers); 

• 5 pounds for each child over 1 year. 

 

FAULTS OF THE SCHEME 
There were several faults in the Bounty Scheme: 
 

• Settlers complained that not all migrants knew the trade they claimed; 

• Not many settlers had the money to pay the Agents in the UK to act for them and the system 
soon fell into the hands of the ship owners or of speculators; 

• There were not many checks to the system; 

• The ship owners sometimes changed the arrangements; 

• Discipline aboard ship was often neglected; 

• The Agents in the UK created false impressions of life in NSW 
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There were two Bounty Immigrants named John Keefe/Keeffe that may be of particular 
interest as they closely align with the date criteria for our ancestor  

 
John Keefe per the ship “Lascar” – Bounty Migrant 

 
Upon arrival in the Colony of New South Wales, John Keefe per the ship “Lascar”, a labourer aged 23 

years, was engaged by Denis Hayes of Pitt Street, Sydney. 

 

His weekly wage was to be £1 – 10s – 0d and John was to be employed on that wage without rations. 
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John Keefe per the ship “Woodbridge” – Bounty Migrant 
 
John Keefe per the ship “Woodbridge”, upon arrival in the Colony of New South Wales, was to find 

himself posted inland to Goulburn. 

 

John Keefe, an agricultural labourer, aged 24 years, was engaged by Mr Brodribb of Kenmore near 

Goulburn. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In “The Sydney Herald” published Friday 13 May 1842 

Mr WA Brodribb is a signatory to a letter, on behalf of 

the Kenmore Estate, relating to the management of the 

Goulburn Hospital and to the expression of gratitude to 

Dr William Richardson who was leaving the district. 
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WILLIAM ADAMS BRODRIBB was born in London on the 27th May, 1809, and was the eldest son of an 
English solicitor who arrived in Hobart Town in 1817.   

William Adams Brodribb was also a solicitor, who was tried in 1816 for "administering an unlawful 
oath", and was transported for 7 years in 1817.  His wife and 4 children (William Adams Brodribb Jnr, 
Lavinia, Albert and Edward) joined him in Van Diemens Land (later Tasmania) in 1818. 

In Van Diemens Land, he held the office of Judge Advocate, and subsequently that of Under Sheriff.  

William Adams Brodribb came over to New South Wales in 1836, and formed a cattle station in the 
Maneroo (later Monaro) District, though he sold this about two years later. At the same time he 
established a sheep station near Gundagai. He then acquired an interest in a large pastoral property 
near Goulburn, in conjunction with William Lithgow, Auditor General, and this property be managed. 
About 1842, he relinquished this employment, and took charge of Mr. William Bradley's extensive 
properties on the Maneroo (Monaro). Of these he retained the management for upwards of twelve 
years. He left Mr Bradley's employ in 1855, and crossed the Australian Alps with a herd of cattle, sheep 
and horses, and after four months' travelling, reached Wanganella on the Billabong Creek (between 
Hay and Deniliquin), where he settled on the Wanganella Run which he purchased.  

From his reminiscences, which he published in 1883, the following information is obtained, in 
addition to what has already been set out. In 1843 he assumed the management of Mr. Bradley's 
stations- Myalla, Cooma and Bullanaming (at the latter of which he lived). Later, Mr Bradley, who 
lived in Goulburn, bought a sheep station called "Coolringdon," (between Berridale and Cooma) with 
8,000 sheep, from Dr Wallace, of Sydney. This place Mr Brodribb also managed.  

On 28th February. 1849, his eldest daughter died, and he writes: "I had to send a distance of 25 miles 
for a coffin and to take my poor child the same distance to the churchyard to be buried. Our second 
daughter died eight days after and was buried with her sister. The burial place was the cemetery 
attached to the Anglican Church on the Myalla Road, where the headstone still stands to-day. In 1865 
Mr. Brodribb returned to Coolringdon and contested the Parliamentary Election with Mr (afterwards 
Sir) James Martin, by whom he was defeated. 

Source: "BACK TO COOMA" Felix Mitchell 1926 Page 74 - Transcribed by Patrick Mould 2002 
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John and Catherine O’Keefe – Early Life in Burrowa / Boorowa 

 
John and Catherine O’Keefe’s early life in the Burrowa / Boorowa area is best put into context with an 

extract from Helen Lloyd’s Book “Boorowa – over 160 years of white settlement”. 

 
LAW AND ORDER 

 
Boorowa, like all the outlying remote areas of settlements, 
gained an unenviable reputation for its uncontrollable rate 
of crime.  Bushranging and stock theft, were the main 
offences in the Boorowa District, followed by murder, 
drunken brawls, arson, stock shooting and petty theft. 
Those with convict backgrounds, who were the majority of 
the early inhabitants, were entrusted to seek employment 
under their own Ticket of Leave recognisance, they then 
became known as “old lags".  Instead, a high percentage 
took illegal occupation of crown land and established sly 
grog shops, harboured runaways who assisted in the 
activities of rounding up their neighbour’s stray stock and 
enticed labourers away from stations, thus creating no end 
of trouble. 
Many of the free arrivals from the crowded slums of 
London and Ireland, who had nothing but contempt for 
British justice, found the temptation of easy crime too great 
to resist and took advantage of these illegal activities.  
There were few families who escaped the stigma of 
"possession of unaccountable stock" and some families 
followed this pattern for generations. 
Suspicion and jealousy which arose between neighbours 
and families during the early days of settlement, was 
accompanied by the resentment of new arrivals who 

created competition for the occupation of the land.  There also existed a great division between the 
classes, as well as religious differences and more so with the establishment of the churches, who 
reminded the settlers of their separate denominations, dividing the people more. 
These social conditions established the basis of petty crime that would last for years, a pattern of 
life that had to be reversed if self-respect of a neighbour and his property were to be achieved. 
Stock thefts soon became well organised and reports of missing stock were continually made.  In 
1834, Mr O'Brien of Yass lost 300 head of cattle in one of the many raids.  Unbranded calves were in 
strong demand, and they received their first branding under illegal ownership.  Horse stealing was 
rife, Joseph Roberts lost many horses, on one occasion he lost three horses in 1837 from his station 
Meringullalong at Boorowa, two years later two horses were found, severely overworked and the 
other turned up being ridden by a visitor to the station.  Stations belonging to R. M. Campbell and J 
J Howell robbed at the end of 1839, Howell lost three of his valuable horses, also Mr Besnard and W 
H Broughton were raided, the thieves even sat at Besnard's table and ate his meal.  
R M Campbell of “Anns Vale” also suffered the loss of stock, when 30 head of cattle were stolen in 
1844 by a hut keeper who worked for William Cummings on the Lachlan River.  He sold eleven head 
to a butcher at Bathurst. 
Attempts were made, with what authority was available, to control and bring to justice these 
criminals.  The Australia, 13 July,1842 reported that Mr Hardy, of the police force and 
Commissioner Beckham, assisted by W H Broughton, while “travelling in the unknown regions 
beyond Burrowa” in “an onslaught upon the cattle thieves” captured about “seventeen people with 
800 head of cattle and 30 horses”……………… 
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John O’Keefe – Early Life in Burrowa / Phils Creek / Grassy Creek 
John Keefe’s name appears in various newspaper articles and government documents, not always for the 

best reasons in today’s standards, but he was obviously trying to survive under the harsh conditions of the 

day as described in the extract from Helen Lloyd’s Book. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A report in the Sydney Morning Herald dated Wednesday 27 June 1855 from the Court of Quarter 

Sessions at Goulburn states as follows: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Daniel Sheahan / Sheehan and John 

O’Keefe guilty of an assault; sentence, 

three months imprisonment in 

Goulburn gaol. 
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The court documents below show further information relating to the assault by Daniel Sheahan / 

Sheehan and John O’Keefe. 

They appeared in the Binalong Court (Burrowa was in the Binalong Police District) on 16 March 

1855, charged with “inflicting grievous bodily harm”. 

 

Witnesses for the crown were: 

• Joseph Kelly – unable to identify at present, but a John Kelly was listed in the 1872 Greville’s 
Directory as a labourer, Corcoran Plains, Burrowa 

• Catherine Corcoran – the wife of Roger Corcoran, Catherine (nee Russell) – Catherine and 
Roger married in 1845 at Burrowa 

• Roger Corcoran – Roger and his cousin Ned Ryan were amongst the earliest settlers in the 
Boorowa/Galong area, both squatters, settling beyond the “Limits of Location” that had been 
set by the government of the day.   
They had both been sentenced to transportation after burning down a dispensary/hospital 
building that was housing a garrison of British troops in their hometown of Ballagh, County 
Tipperary, Ireland.  Fourteen men went on trial with Patrick Keogh being hanged and the 
other thirteen including Roger Corcoran and Ned Ryan being transported on the “Surrey 2”, 
arriving in the Colony of NSW in December 1816.   
Roger was assigned to Samuel Hassal and gained his Ticket of Leave in 1823 and Absolute 
Pardon in 1830.  In 1825 both Roger Corcoran and Ned Ryan moved to Galong and in 1826 
Roger Corcoran had moved to the Boorowa River. 
The Government Gazette of January 1837 has him recorded as residing at “Burraway” and 
by 1847 he is recorded as having 31,000 acres of land, “Corcoran Plains”, Boorowa. 

• John Harty – in the 1872 Greville’s Directory, John Harty was listed as a farmer, Burrowa 
River, Burrowa 
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Witnesses for the prisoner were: 

 

“On bail” sureties were provided by Miles Murphy and Patrick Ryan, both of Binalong for them both 

to appear at Goulburn Court on 22 June 1855. 

 

• Miles Murphy 

o Emigrated to the Colony of NSW in 1841 as set up as a carpenter and wheelwright in 

partnership with a blacksmith in Yass 

o Operated commercial interests with his son at the Lambing Flat Goldfields (later 

Young) 

o Built the “Swan Inn” (now “Black Swan”) at Binalong 

o Buried the bushranger Johnny Gilbert after he was shot by police at Binalong 

o Owned property in the Murrumburrah area including the property “Kalangan” 

o Is regarded as the “Founder of Murrumburrah” 

o (is an ancestor of three of my grandchildren Harrison, James and Charlie 
Howse) 

 

• Patrick Ryan - unable to identify at present, Ryan being a very common name in the  
Boorowa / Binalong area. 

 

Judge and Sentence 

In front of the judge Alfred Cheeke, both John O’Keefe and Daniel 

Sheehan/Sheahan were found guilty of the offence and sentenced to 3 months 

imprisonment in Goulburn Gaol.





 

 

 
Judge Alfred Cheeke 
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The New South Wales “Reports on Crime” Gazette “For Police Information”, dated 27 September 

1855, details the release of John O’Keefe from imprisonment in Goulburn Gaol in the week ending 24 

September 1855. 

 
 

Page 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Prisoners Discharged from 

Goulburn Gaol: 

John O’Keefe 

Richard Hutchinson 

Alexander Gray 

 

 

 

Page 2 
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The New South Wales “Reports on Crime” Gazette “For Police Information”, dated Thursday 2 July, 

1857, details John O’Keefe as a victim on this occasion. 

 

 

 

 
John O’Keefe offers a £10 

reward for each of two horses 

stolen: 

 

✓ stolen 12 May 1857, a 

bright bay horse, 6 years old 

✓ stolen 1 June 1857, a bay 

aged horse 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



John O’KEEFE and Catherine LEARY {Compiled by John Malone} Page 16 


A puzzling document appears in 1861 with the return of Prisoners at Goulburn Gaol. 

In the document appears a: 

 

o John O’Keefe 

o Ship “Woodbridge” 

 

 

     
Name Arrival Yr Birth Stature Complexion Hair Eyes General Remarks 

Jno 

O’Keefe 

Woodbridge 

1841 (42) 

1820 5ft 5in Fresh Brown Grey **** scar on right knee 

 

Is this John O’Keefe, our ancestor? 

 

• We have a John Keefe arriving on the ship “Woodbridge” 

• Name is now O’Keefe which matches with death certificate name and some other records 

• Date of birth listed as 1820 (shipping record indicates c1818)  

• There is no obvious record of a John O’Keefe being convicted and imprisoned in Goulburn Gaol in 

1861 

• John Keefe was a Bounty Migrant assigned to Mr Brodribb at Goulburn 

 

Much of the evidence of the above record is quite positive but there remain some queries that provide an 

element of doubt, that hopefully at some stage in the future may be added to! 

 

 

 

Update: My daughter Cassie, while visiting from New Zealand, was dabbling 

with Family History Research and presented me with a document on Friday 1 

September 2016, which may have finally solved the dilemmas associated with 

John O’Keefe. 
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The previous document “Goulburn Goal Return 1961” was to have another variation of format with 

additional information enclosed as below: 

 

  
Name Arrival Free/Bond 

Native Place Religion 
Trade 

Calling 

Jno O’Keefe 

Ship Year On Arrival On Entering 

Gaol 

Woodbridge 1841 (42) Free Free Tipperary 
Roman 

Catholic 
Labourer 

 

 
Admitted Disposed Of Behaviour in Gaol 

When Whence Purpose How When 

24 November 

1861 
Burrowa 

Larceny 
3 Months Input 

Discharged 
17 January 

1862 
---- 

 

 The fact that John O’Keefe was admitted to gaol from Burrowa 
(Boorowa) appears to add substance and evidence to the fact that 
our John O’Keefe did arrive as an assisted immigrant per the ship 
“Woodbridge” in 1842. 
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John O’Keefe – Early Life in Burrowa / Phils Creek / Grassy Creek (continued) 
In the book “News and Gossip of Old Yass” Page 191, mention is made of the malicious wounding of 3 

horses belonging to John O’Keefe of Grassy Creek by William Roberts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Details of the court proceedings at Yass on 11 June 1866, 

appeared in the Sydney Newspaper “Empire” on Saturday 

15 September 1866 with Roberts being sentenced to 12 

months imprisonment at Darlinghurst goal.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
QUEEN V ROBERTS 

This was a special case from the Quarter Sessions at Yass, on the 11th June, 1866, tried before Mr 

Purefoy, Chairman of Quarter Sessions. The prisoner Roberts was indicted under 7 and 8 Geo. 4th, 

cap.30, for feloniously killing, maiming, and wounding a mare, the property of one John O'Keefe. The 

jury found the prisoner guilty of wounding the mare, and he was sentenced to twelve months' 

imprisonment in Darlinghurst gaol. The following points were taken for the opinion of the Judges of the 

Supreme Court: -1st, whether the information was good for alleging a killing, maiming, and wounding; 

2nd, whether it was competent for the jury to convict the prisoner of feloniously and unlawfully wounding 

the mare; 3rd, whether the evidence was sufficient to support the chargé of wounding within the meaning 

of that term.         

The evidence was that the prisoner was seen to fire at the animal at a distance of fifteen or twenty yards 

and that shortly afterwards marks entering the skin, like those likely to be produced by shot, were seen in 

the mare. The injury was not permanent and the animal recovered.     

The Solicitor-General appeared in support of the conviction, and contended that it was competent for the 

jury to find prisoner guilty of any one of the offences mentioned conjointly in the indictment, namely, 

either of killing, maiming or wounding. He also contended, that the evidence was sufficient to justify the 

jury in convicting the prisoner of wounding.   

The Court sustained the conviction on all the points.                 

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The documents below “Return of Prisoners at the Different Circuit Courts and Courts of Quarter 

Sessions, 1866”, relate to: 

✓ the first trial of William Roberts at Yass on 26 February 1866 

✓ the second trial and sentencing of William Roberts at Yass on 8 October 1866 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Name Offence On Whom Committed When and Where Tried Sentence 

William Roberts Malicious wounding John O’Keefe 26th February 1866 

Yass Quarter Sessions 

Jury not agreeing, 

prisoner admitted to bail 

to appear at the next 

session, Yass 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name Offence On Whom Committed When and Where Tried Sentence 
William Roberts Malicious wounding – 

3 horses 

John O’Keefe 8 October 1866 

Yass Quarter Sessions 

Twelve months hard 

labour, Darlinghurst 

Gaol 
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CATHERINE LEARY 

Somewhere between 1850 and 1852, John O’Keefe had met up and began a relationship with 

Catherine Sullivan (nee Leary), the wife of former convict and confectioner Jeremiah Sullivan.  

Their first child John O’Keefe (later Keefe) was born in 1852.  

(Cathrine Leary’s background is expanded later in the story) 

 

Catherine Keefe and her partner John O’Keefe both appeared in Boorowa Court just over a week 

apart, apparently charged with the same offence of sheep stealing.   

 

Catherine O’Keef / O’Keefe / Keefe was first to 

appear on 20 June 1867. 

John O’Keef / O’Keefe was to appear in court 

at Boorowa on 1 July 1867, just a few days 

after Catherine. 

 

 

 

 

The “NSW Police Gazette” published 10 July 

1867 details the apprehension of John and 

Catherine O’Keefe/O’Keefe as follows: 

 
“John O’Keef, charged on warrant with 
stealing sheep (carcass recovered), the 
property of Roger Ryan, has surrendered to 
the Burrowa Police.  Committed for trial, 
Catherine O’Keefe, charged on warrant, with 
the same offence, has been arrested by 
Sergeant Cornett, Burrowa Police.  
Committed for trial at the next Quarter 
Sessions to be holden at Yass.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It appears that the matter was then referred to 

Yass Court on 23 July and then to the 19 

August 1867. 
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The document below states the following: 

 

Name Offence On Whom Committed When and Where Tried Sentence 
John O’Keefe Sheep Stealing Roger Regan 

(Roger Ryan in Police 

Gazette) 

7  October 1867 

Yass Quarter Sessions 

Twelve months hard 

labour, Goulburn 

Gaol 
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In the “Sydney Morning Herald” dated Saturday 12 October 

1867, the following report was noted: 

 
 

 

“John O'Keefe, charged with stealing ten sheep the property of Roger 
Ryan, at Walla Walla Station, near Burrowa, was found guilty and 
sentenced to twelve months imprisonment with hard labour.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John O’Keefe was imprisoned for stealing sheep from Roger Ryan, as per the NSW Police Gazette 

report (not Roger Regan).   

Helen Lloyd’s book “Boorowa-over 160 years of White Settlement” makes mention of Roger Ryan as 

follows: 

✓ Page 21 – “Ellen Castles married Roger Ryan of Water Holes Flat” 

✓ Page 300 – “John Argeat sold the estate to Ellen Ryan, who left her Water Hole Flats property 

after her husband Roger had died in 1900” 

 

 

It appears that John O’Keefe was imprisoned at Yass Gaol as opposed to Goulburn Gaol as per the 

return of prisoners at Yass Gaol on 31 March 1868. 

 

John Keefe appears on the “Nominal Return of Prisoners in Her Majesty’s Gaol Yass on three 

separate occasions, all returns with identical information, except the age as below: 

 

▪ 31 March 1868 aged 49 year 

▪ 30 June 1868  aged 50 years 

▪ 31 September 1868 aged 50 years 

 

 

 

The fate of Catherine O’Keefe at Yass Court is unknown at this stage. 
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31 March 1868 
Name Age Nationality When 

Sentenced 

Where 

and by 

Whom 

Offence Trade or 

Calling 

Physical 

Condition 

Education Conduct 

John 

O’Keefe 

49 yrs Ireland 7 October 

1878 

Yass - 

Judge 

Simpson 

Sheep 

Stealing 

Farmer Strong 

and 

Healthy 

Cannot 

read 

Conduct 

Good – 

Serving 1 

year 

 

 

 

 

Judge Simpson: George Bowen Simpson was born in 1838 at 

Oaklands near Parramatta.  His father Percy Simpson was the 

commandant of convicts in the Wellington Valley NSW.   

George was admitted to the bar in 1858 and became a District Court 

Judge in August 1867. 

John O’Keefe appeared before Judge Simpson soon after his 

appointment as District Court Judge.  
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The Life of Catherine [nee Leary] – former wife of Convict Jeremiah 
Sullivan – later partner / wife of John O’Keefe will be told in a 
separate story, but will be briefly summarised in order to complete the story of John O’Keefe  

 

➢ Catherine Leary was born at Menangle on 4 January 1833, the daughter of Irish convicts John 

Leary and his wife Elizabeth Smith.  

 

➢ At just 14 yrs 3mths of age, Catherine Leary had her marriage banns granted to former 

convict and later confectioner, Jeremiah Sullivan at Campbelltown on 6 April 1847. 

 

➢ Two children resulted from the marriage: (half-brother / sister to the O’Keefe / Keefe children) 

 

1. Mary Ann Sullivan      b.1847   m. John Vine 

 

2. Daniel Sullivan (pictured)     b.1850   m. Charlotte Ashworth 
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❖ Between 1850 and 1852 Catherine began a relationship with John O’Keefe 
 

 

Although never married, John O'Keefe Snr and Catherine Leary produced a family (all born in the 

Frogmore, Phils Ck area) of 7 children: 

 

1. John Keefe    born 14 Feb 1852 “Frogs Hole” Frogmore m. Charlotte Matilda Gorham 

 

2. Patrick Keefe  born 22 June 1856 Burrowa   died of convulsions 4 mths 

 

3. William Keefe   born 26 June 1858 Frogmore  m. Matilda Horton 

 

4. Johanna O'Keefe  born 12 May 1859 at Gunnary Ck  m. Patrick Corkery 

 

5. Michael O’Keefe  born 8 June 1861 at Phils Ck  m. Harriet Roberts 

 

6. Patrick O'Keefe  born 20 Feb 1864 at Frogmore  m. Eliza Jane Rolles (nee Good) 

 

7. James O'Keefe  born 1865 at Phils Ck  died 19yrs, inflammation of the lungs 
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Catherine Sullivan (Leary) died at Yass Hospital on the 4 May 1871 aged just 38 yrs.  

  

According to death certificate information, Catherine had been suffering from phthisis for six weeks 

and was attended to on the day of her death by Dr Blake. 

The dictionary states phthisis is: 

a) Pulmonary consumption, tuberculosis of the lung; less frequently tuberculosis of some other part. 

b) Progressive emancipation; any continuous destruction of tissue. 

 

It is interesting to note that at the time of death a hospital wardsman William Begley was informant to 

Catherine's death.   

Had the family deserted Catherine or was it lack of literacy skills of the family? 

 

Her son, Patrick O'Keefe Jnr was just 7 yrs of age, when his mother Catherine Leary died. 

According to the late Thelma Carrett from Dubbo, (Patrick’s daughter), Patrick remembered her as a 

very gentle lady with white hair. 

 

John O'Keefe on the other hand, according to hearsay, was a very hard old Irishman. 

One story relates to him preparing "burgoo" porridge from ground wheat for the children very early 

of a morning.   

He would then send the children out to do their chores and fry himself eggs while they were away and 

burn the eggshells to hide the fact that he was having a more nourishing breakfast.   

If found out, he would jeer and taunt the children. 

 

John O'Keefe, a farmer, died of sunstroke at Phils Creek on 2 May 1879.   

According to information on his death certificate, he was 60 yrs of age.  

(Death Certificate Copy – Page 1 of this article) 

  

  

 

An inquest was held on the same day by W D Campbell at Phils Creek, Walla Walla, and the inquest 

conclusion being that John O’Keefe died of natural causes. 

Mr WD Campbell was a Justice of the Peace and in Greville’s Directory of 1872 was listed as a 

“Squatter” on the property “Beverley”, Burrowa.  

 

The descendants of John O'Keefe and Catherine Leary continue to retain their close association with 

the Boorowa District today, and have contributed in so many ways to the development, and history of 

the area.   

 

We, as descendants, are extremely mindful of the hardships that both John O’Keefe and Catherine Leary 

both obviously endured and are extremely grateful for their persistence in blazing the pathway for all 

their family members that have since followed. 
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Children of John O’Keefe and Catherine Leary (Sullivan) 

(some children retained O’Keefe name, others chose Keefe) 

 

John Keefe married Charlotte Matilda Gorham 

 

 

Patrick O’Keefe (1) 

died aged 4 months 

William Keefe married Matilda Horton Johanna O’Keefe married Patrick Corkery 

 

 

Michael O’Keefe married Harriet Roberts 

 

 

Patrick O’Keefe (2) married Eliza Jane Rolles 

(nee Good) 

 

 

James O’Keefe  

died aged 19 yrs – inflammation of the lungs 
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TIMELINE OF JOHN O’KEEFE and CATHERINE LEARY 
There remains some uncertainties and gaps in the life story of John O’Keefe and Catherine Leary (Sullivan) and many 

other people will build on and amend that life story in the future, as more family history research material is released and 

uncovered. 

The basic timeline facts at the moment for John O’Keefe and Catherine Leary (Sullivan) are: 

Date / Year Event Source 

C 1818 - 1819 John O’Keefe born in Ireland Court documents and death certificate 

give similar timeframe  

30 Dec 1832 Catherine Leary born at Menangle to convicts John 

O’Leary “Prince Regent” and Elizabeth Smith “Mary 

(3)”  

NSW Births, Deaths, Marriages - 

Baptismal Certificate 

C 1842 John O’Keefe arrives in the Colony of NSW The term about 35 yrs in NSW can give 

quite some leeway 

C1836 - 1842 John O’Keefe – convict or free settler Exact ship of arrival remains uncertain 

6 Apr 1847 Catherine Leary – permission to marry Jeremiah 

Sullivan – 16yrs 

Convicts Application to Marry 

C 1850 – 1851 Commences a relationship with Catherine Sullivan 

(nee Leary)  

Catherine gives birth to Daniel 

Sullivan in 1850 and John O’Keefe 

(jnr) in 1852  

14 Feb 1852 ➢ John O’Keeefe (later Keefe) Jnr - born NSW Births, Deaths, Marriages 

22 June 1855 John O’Keefe – 3 months imprisonment at Goulburn 

Gaol for assault  

Court Papers – Goulburn Quarter 

Sessions / Newspaper Report – Sydney 

Morning Herald 27 June 1855 

24 Sept 1855 John O’Keefe released from Goulburn Gaol NSW – Reports of Crime Gazette – 27 

Sept 1855  

22 June 1856 ➢ Patrick O’Keefe born / dies aged 4 months NSW birth / death cert 

2 July 1857 John O’Keefe offers £10 reward each, recovery of 2 

stolen horses 

NSW Reports on Crime Gazette 2 July 

1857 

26 June 1858 ➢ William O’Keefe born at Frogmore NSW Births, Deaths, Marriages 

12 May 1859 ➢ Johanna O’Keefe born at Gunnary Ck NSW Births, Deaths, Marriages 

8 June 1861 • Michael O’Keefe born at Phils Ck  

24 Nov 1861 • John O’Keefe – 3 months imprisonment at 

Goulburn Gaol for larceny (theft) 

Gaol Description & Entrance Books – 

Goulburn 1818-1930  

17 Jan 1862 • John O’Keefe – released from prison Gaol Description & Entrance Books – 

Goulburn 1818-1930 

20 Feb 1864 • Patrick O’Keefe (2) born at Frogmore  

1865 • James O’Keefe born at Phils Ck  

26 Feb 1866 William Roberts – Yass Court – Malicious Wounding 

of John O’Keefe’s horses 

Return of Prisoners Tried in Quarter 

Sessions 1866 

8 Oct 1866 William Roberts – 12 months imprisonment 

Darlinghurst Gaol  for above offence 

Return of Prisoners Tried in Quarter 

Sessions 1866 

20 June 1867 Catherine Keefe (O’Keefe) appears at Boorowa Court 

– sheep stealing 

NSW Court Records 

1 July 1867 

 

John O’Keefe appears at Boorowa Court – sheep 

stealing 

NSW Court Records 

7 Oct 1867 John O’Keefe appears at Yass Court – sentenced to 

12 months hard labour Goulburn Gaol - sheep 

stealing 

NSW Court Records 

31 Mar 1868 John O’Keefe – Serving above sentence in Yass Gaol Return of Prisoners in Gaol 

4 May 1871 Catherine (registered Sullivan) – died in Yass 

Hospital – Phthisis (tuberculosis) – aged 38 yrs 

NSW Death Certificate 

(Informant William Begley – hospital 

wardsman) 

2 May 1879 John O’Keefe – farmer of Phils Ck – dies 60 yrs – 

sunstroke 

NSW Death Certificate 

6 May 1879 John O’Keefe – inquest registered – died natural 

causes aged 60 yrs 

Inquest performed by W D Campbell – 

Justice of Peace – Squatter – 

“Beverley” Burrowa 
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John Keeffe 
 

Ship 
“Woodbridge” 

 
Assisted 

Immigrant 

 

 

 

 

The evidence presented above points directly to the arrival of John O’Keefe (Keeffe) per the ship 

“Woodbridge” in 1842. 

 

John Keeffe – per ship “Woodbridge” – 8 March 1842 

John Keeffe 

• Born c1818 

• Arrived in Australia as a Bounty Migrant per the ship “Woodbridge” 

• Native of Newcastle, County Tipperary 

• Parents William and Margaret Keeffe (father deceased) 

• Farm servant 

• aged 24 yrs 

• Roman Catholic 

• Neither reads or writes 

• Bounty of £19 paid 

 

 

 

 

Summary of the Background of John O’Keefe 
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John Keeffe (O’Keefe) was a native of Newcastle, County Tipperary. 

Newcastle Civil Parish 
County Tipperary 

Barony Iffa and Offa West 

Poor Law Union Clogheen 

Catholic Diocese Waterford & Lismore 

Catholic Parish Newcastle & Fourmilewater 

 

 
 

 

In Ireland the naming of Land Division can be quite complex and confusing. 

 

• The Nation (2)    Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland (UK) 

• Provinces (4)     eg Connought, Leinster, Munster and Ulster 

• County (32)     eg Tipperary, Waterford, Kilkenny, Galway 

• Barony     - obsolete since 1898 

• Diocese     - Separate regions for Catholic / Church of Ire   

• Parish      - see below 

• Cities and Towns    - area consisting of 1 townland or many townlands 

• The Townland    - (origin) areas of land sufficient to “sustain a cow” 

• The Poor Law Union    - centred on a market town where 

workhouses were built 

 

 

The small town of Newcastle is situated just 12km south of Clonmel. 
It is situated 45km SE of the City of Tipperary and 60km west of the city of Waterford, almost on 
the border separating County Tipperary and County Waterford. 
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Tipperary is both a city and a county.  The city of Tipperary is situated in the County of Tipperary. 

Waterford is both a city and a county.  The city of Waterford is situated in the County of Tipperary. 

 

 

 

 

Newcastle is both a Civil Parish as well as a Townland in 

the County of Tipperary. 
 

 
 

There are two types of parishes, ecclesiastical  (relating to church) and civil (relating to 
ordinary citizens, non-sectarian) and they should not be confused, no matter how confusing 
this gets! 
There are about 2500 civil parishes in Ireland. Each contains an average of 24 townlands and 
they are usually responsible for the compilation and maintenance of Irish land and property 
taxes and records. 
The ecclesiastical position is rather more complicated because there are both Church of 
Ireland parishes and Roman Catholic parishes, and they have different congregations and 
boundaries. Typically Catholic parishes spread over a larger region than Church of Ireland 
parishes.  
 

Parents and siblings of John Keeffe (O’Keefe) 

 
The “Woodbridge” shipping indent for John Keeffe stated that his parents were: 

• William and Margaret Keeffe (William being deceased when the ship sailed) 
 
The online release of the Irish Catholic Church records in 2015 has provided a huge boost for 
further research into the Keeffe family. 
 
A subscription to RootsIreland has provided the pathway. 
 
The Baptism search criteria: 

• Surname – Keeffe 

• Given Name: - John 

• County: - Tipperary 

• Timeframe: c1818 +5yrs 

• Father: William  
 
The first search results proved to be negative  
 
The addition of Waterford County to the search proved to be much more productive.   
The Civil Parish of Newcastle is almost directly on the border of County Tipperary and 
County Waterford and the Catholic Diocese stretching over county border into Waterford. 
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The document below appeared to be the “best match”, but wasn’t completely conclusive as 
the birth year was a little earlier than expected. 
 
 John Keeffe 
Baptised: 15 July 1815 
Parish: Newcastle County Waterford 
Father: William Keeffe 
Mother: Margaret Keating 
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The church baptism extract is 
listed below and interpreted 
by Roots Ireland as follows: 
 

✓ 15 July 1815 
 

✓ Joannes Keeffe 
 

✓ William Keefe and 
Margaret Keating 
 

✓ Newcastle 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The ship “Woodbridge” produced another “gem”, a Margaret Keeffe. 
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Margaret Keeffe arrived in the Colony of New South Wales under the protection of Edmund 
Dower and “her brother”. 
Margaret Keefe’s parents were listed as William and Margaret Keeffe, her father is dead. 
So who is Edmund Dower and why is Margaret under his protection? 
 
 
The shipping indent for Edmund Dower provides the answer: 

 
  
 
The document states that Margaret Keeffe was a neighbour of Edmund Dower and his wife 
Mariam.  
 {They were a married couple and single female Bounty Immigrants such as Margaret Keeffe 
had to be under the protection of a married couple} 
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Edmund Dower married 
Mariam Casey, both from 
Lisava, County Tipperary on 
17 July 1841. 
(Lisava and Newcastle are 
approximately 16km apart) 
 
They married in the Cahir 
Parish, County Tipperary. 
 
The couple were only very 
young, 18 years and 26 years 
respectively, but to satisfy 
the rules of authorities they 
were recorded as being the 
“protectors” of Margaret 
Keeffe. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Upon arrival in the Colony of New South Wales, Margaret Keeffe (Mary on the listing) was 
assigned, like her brother John Keeffe, to Mr Brodribb at Kenmore near Goulburn. 

{The Brodribb story is told earlier in the document} 
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Although research is at an early stage, it appears as though Margaret Keeffe married 
Jeremiah “Darby” McEvoy at St Michael’s Catholic Church at Bathurst on 13 September 1843 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
It appears that Jeremiah McEvoy was a convict who arrived in the Colony of New South 
Wales per the ship “Lady McNaughton” in 1835. 
 
“Darby” McEvoy as he was referred to, was born in County Wicklow c1809 and after receiving 
his Ticket of Leave on 12 December 1839, received his Certificate of Freedom on 10 June 1943. 
 
Just 3 months after receiving his Certificate of Freedom, he was free to marry Margaret 
Keeffe at Bathurst. 
 
Margaret Keeffe and Jeremiah “Darby” McEvoy had a family of 8 children that were 
associated with: 

✓ Kelso   (5km from Bathurst) 
✓ Bathurst 
✓ Limekilns  (26km northeast of Bathurst) 

Jeremiah McEvoy died in 1863 at Limekilms  aged 54 years 
Margaret McEvoy died in 1889 at William Street, Bathurst aged 69 years (buried at Wattle Flat) 

 
 



John O’KEEFE and Catherine LEARY {Compiled by John Malone} Page 37 


Below: Ticket of Leave and Certificate of Freedom for Darby McEvoy 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


