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Figure 1: St Mary's Church, Poslingford 
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Family of James Barton and Margaret (nee Brett) 

 

(many Barton ‘family historians’ have contributed to information provided in this story, which remains a ‘work in progress’!) 

James and Margaret Barton were to have a large family of 9 children, all born in Poslingford, Suffolk: 

 

 

 

James and Margaret BARTON

MARY - born 1828 - married Joseph Richardson

ELIZABETH - born 1832 - married William Bullock

STEPHEN - born 1835 - married Harriet Basham

JOSEPH - born 1836 - migrated to Australia 

ELIJAH - born 1839 - migrated to Canada

JAMES - born 1842 – migrated to USA

ELIZA - born 1845 - married George Martin

SAMUEL - born 1848 - married Sarah Stokes

WALTER - born 1851 - migrated to Canada
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The Barton Family above, make their appearance in 1841 and 1851 English Census, except for the last child Walter Barton who, although being 

born before the collection of the 1851 Census, did not appear until the 1861 English Census.  

They were all born in the small village of Poslingford in the south-west corner of Suffolk County, England. 

 

                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           Figure 3: Counties of England 

 

  

Suffolk 

Figure 2: Poslingford 

Poslingford 

Clare 

Stansfield 

Poslingford is a very small village in Suffolk that had a population of just 200 people in 2023 

Clare, with a population of 2000 people is a mid-size Suffolk town and acts as a key service-centre for 

the surrounding area. Our ancestor John Barton married Ann Langley in the magnificent St Peter and St 

Paul’s Church in Clare.  It’s church tower was built some 800 years ago. 

Stansfield is also a very small village in Suffolk where some of the Bartons lived and married.  Charles 

Bradman (grandfather of Sir Donald Bradman) migrated to Australia from Stansfield. 

Charles Bradman is buried in the Cootamundra Cemetery (just a few km from my home in Cootamundra) 
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The 1841 English Census lists James and Margaret Barton as living in Poslingford. 

James and Margaret Barton were living with 

their five young children: 

• Mary  10 

• Elizabeth 8 

• Stephen 6 

• Joseph  4 

• Elijah  1 

 

  

James Barton was listed as 30 years of age and Margaret Barton 35 years of age, but in the early English censuses, adults ages were often rounded to the 

nearest 5 and 10 years. 

Benjamin Brett aged 20 years, was also living in the household - possibly a brother of Margaret Barton (nee Brett). 
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The 1851 English Census lists James and Margaret Barton still living in Poslingford. 

James Barton, an Agricultural Labourer, aged 42 and Margaret Barton aged 46, were living with their seven young children, with Elizabeth not listed as living 

at home as she was working as a servant in nearby Cavendish:   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The 1851 Census was taken before Walter was born.  

• Mary  22  Straw Plaiter 

• Stephen 16 Agricultural Labourer 

• Joseph  14 Agricultural Labourer 

• Elijah  11 Agricultural Labourer 

• James  9 Agricultural Labourer 

• Eliza  6 Scholar 

• Samuel 3 

 
Figure 4: St Mary's Church, Poslingford 



6 Family of James and Margaret Barton       Compiled by: John Malone, Cootamundra NSW 

 

 
  

Figure 5: St Mary's Church, Poslingford 
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The following document provides further information regarding the individual lives of the 9 children 

of James and Margaret Barton 

 

 

Their first child Mary Barton was baptised at St Mary Church, Poslingford on 24 May 1829. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Mary Barton 

Figure 6: St Mary's Church, Poslingford 
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1841 English Census 
Mary Barton was 10 years of age and living with her parents in Poslingford. 
 
1851 English Census  
Mary Barton was 22 years of age, living at home with her parents James and Margaret Barton and employed as a straw plaiter. 
 [Someone who worked in the straw industry weaving the flattened straw into ribbons, ready for use in hat-making. Plaiting was mostly undertaken by women 
and children and the latter would commonly attend plait schools (prior to 1870), known locally as 'sore thumb schools'. They spent most of their day learning plaiting 
techniques though such as the use of the shiny and dulls sides of straw to create different looks. Plait workers were well paid and often young girls would earn 
more than their father's or brother's who toiled all day as an agricultural labourer] 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Marriage 

At the end of 1851, Mary Barton married Joseph Richardson on 4 December 1851 at 
Poslingford, Suffolk. 
Joseph Richardson was also born in Poslingford c1826 and was employed as an agricultural 
labourer.  Before marrying he was living with his parents Joseph and Ann Richardson in Newhouse 
Lane, Poslingford. 

 

Mary and Joseph were to have a family of 6 children: 
✓ Susan  b 1853   

✓ George  b 1856   

✓ Stephen b 1858   

✓ Eliza  b 1861   

✓ Albert  b 1864 

✓ Ezra  b 1867 

Figure 7: Mary Richardson (nee Barton) - [sitting right] 

Mary Barton 4 Generations (daughter, grandson, granddaughter) - Eliza Hale (nee 

Richardson), Sydney Hales, “Gerty” Gertrude Tampin, Mary Richardson (nee Barton) 
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1861 English Census 
Mary Richardson (nee Barton), aged 32 years and her husband Joseph Richardson, aged 34 years were living in a cottage in Poslingford with Joseph 

Richardson's occupation listed as a labourer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Address / Parish 

Poslingford 
Name Relation to Head 

of Family 

Age Occupation Where Born 

Cottage 

Joseph Richardson Head 34 Labourer Suffolk Poslingford 

Mary Richardson Wife 32  Suffolk Poslingford 

Susan Daughter 8 Scholar Suffolk Poslingford 

George Son 5 Scholar Suffolk Poslingford 

Stephen Son 3  Suffolk Poslingford 

Eliza Daughter 9 mths  Suffolk Poslingford 
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1871 English Census 
Mary Richardson, aged 42 years and her husband Joseph, aged 44 years were living in a cottage in Poslingford with Joseph's occupation listed as a farm 

labourer.  Their eldest son George Richardson had also moved into the workforce as 1 15 year old farm labourer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Address / Parish 

Poslingford 
Name Relation to 

Head of Family 

Age Occupation Where Born 

Village 

Joseph Richardson Head 44 Farm Labourer Poslingford 

Mary Richardson Wife 42  Poslingford 

George Son 15 Farm Labourer Poslingford 

Stephen Son 13 Scholar Poslingford 

Eliza Daughter 10 Scholar Poslingford 

Albert Son 7 Scholar Poslingford 

Ezra Son 4 Scholar Poslingford 

 

 

In 1871 Census, Susan Richardson, the eldest child, was not at home but was a visitor to the house of 75year old Catherine Bowyer in Poslingford. 
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1881 English Census 
Mary and Joseph Richardson were still living in Poslingford, the two youngest children Albert and Ezra, the only members of the family living at home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Address / Parish 

Poslingford 
Name Relation to Head of 

Family 

Age Occupation Where Born 

Cottage in Street Joseph Richardson Head 54 Labourer Poslingford Suffolk 

 Mary Richardson Wife 52  Poslingford Suffolk 

 Albert Son 17 Scholar Poslingford Suffolk 

 Ezra Son 14 Scholar Poslingford Suffolk 
 

1891 English Census 
In the 1891 Census Mary Richardson was listed as a 63 year old shopkeeper, while her husband Joseph was 65 years of age and "Living on his own means!"  
Joseph and Mary were living by themselves in Poslingford. 

 

 
Address / Parish 

 

Poslingford 

Name Relation to Head of 

Family 

Age Occupation Where Born 

Cottage in Street 
Joseph Richardson Head 65 Living on his own 

means 

Poslingford Suffolk 

 Mary Richardson Wife 63 Shopkeeper Poslingford Suffolk 
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Joseph Richardson died at Poslingford in 1894 aged 67 years.  He was buried at St Mary's Church, 

Poslingford on 25 September 1894. 
 

 

 

1901 English Census 
In the 1901 Census Mary 
Richardson was a widow and 
living with her 15 year old 
granddaughter Lily Hall at the 
"Shepherd and Dog Hotel" in 
Poslingford. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Address / Parish 

 

Poslingford 

Name Relation to Head of 

Family 

Age Occupation Where Born 

Shepherd and Dog Mary Richardson Widow 72 Grocer & Shopkeeper Poslingford Suffolk 

 Lily Hall Granddaughter 15 Deaf from Childhood Poslingford Suffolk 
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1911 English Census 
Mary Richardson had reached the grand age of 82 years and was living with her daughter Eliza 

and son-in-law Joseph Hale, a malster,  at 40 Hawkins Lane, Burton-on-Trent in the County of 

Staffordshire. 

(As a Maltster, Joseph Hale worked in a malthouse, soaked grain in water to make malt, which 

was used for brewing etc) 

 

Mary Richardson (nee Barton) continued living in Burton-on-Trent until reaching the age 
of 94 years. 

 

Mary Richardson was buried at Burton-on-Trent, Staffordshire in 1922. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Figure 8: Eliza Hale (daughter of 
Mary Richardson (nee Barton) 
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Figure 9: St Mary's Church, Poslingford 
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After a gap of 3 years, James and Margaret Barton’s second daughter Elizabeth Barton was baptised at St 
Mary Church, Poslingford on 15 July 1832. 

 
 
1841 English Census 
Elizabeth Barton was 8 years of age and living with her parents in Poslingford. 
 
 

2.  Elizabeth  Barton 
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1851 English Census 
Elizabeth "Betsy" Barton was living as a house servant with Timothy 

and Arethusa Raymond on 256 acre property that employed 7 men, at 

Cavendish in Suffolk. 

Also listed on the farm on Census night were: 

• George Griggs (a nephew of the owners) 

• Harry Wells – a ‘yard boy’ 

• John Wells – an ‘errand boy’ 

• William Argent – a married farm labourer 
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Marriage – Elizabeth Barton & William Bullock 

In the 4th quarter of 1851, Elizabeth Barton married William Bullock, son of John Bullock and Sarah Golding, at Cavendish in the Sudbury District of Suffolk. 

 
Elizabeth Barton married William Bullock on 25 December 1851 at Cavendish, Suffolk 

and they had a family of 9 children: 

✓ Walter   b 1853 Sudbury 
✓ Henry William  b 1855 Cavendish 
✓ Margaret  b 1858 Cavendish 
✓ Joseph   b 1861 Cavendish 
✓ Stephen   b 1863 Cavendish 
✓ Arthur   b 1866 Sudbury 
✓ Eliza   b 1868 Sudbury 
✓ William   b 1870 Cavendish 
✓ Julia   b 1874 Cavendish 
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1861 English Census 
Elizabeth Bullock (nee Barton) was living with her husband William Bullock and 3 children, in Bunkers Hill, Cavendish just 7km from Poslingford. 

William Bullock is employed as an agricultural labourer, while Elizabeth is employed as a ‘straw plaiter’, as was the trade of her elder sister Mary 

Richardson (nee Barton).. 
[Someone who worked in the straw industry weaving the flattened straw into ribbons, ready for use in hat-making. Plaiting was mostly undertaken by women and 
children and the latter would commonly attend plait schools (prior to 1870), known locally as 'sore thumb schools'. They spent most of their day learning plaiting 
techniques though such as the use of the shiny and dulls sides of straw to create different looks. Plait workers were well paid and often young girls would earn 
more than their father's or brother's who toiled all day as an agricultural labourer] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Address / Parish 

Cavendish 
Name Relation to Head 

of Family 
Age Occupation Where Born 

Bunkers Hill, 

Cavendish 

William Bullock Head 38 Agricultural Labourer Cavendish,  Suffolk 

Elizabeth Bullock Wife 29 Straw Plaiter Poslingford, Suffolk 

Walter  Son 8  Cavendish,  Suffolk 

Henry Son 6  Cavendish,  Suffolk 

Margaret Daughter 2  Cavendish,  Suffolk 
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1871 English Census 
Elizabeth Bullock (nee Barton) was now aged 39 years, her husband William Bullock, 48 years.   

Elizabeth and William were the proud parents of 7 children.  Their address was now High Street, Ram Ally in Cavendish. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Address / Parish 

Cavendish 
Name Relation to 

Head of 

Family 

Age Occupation Where Born 

High Street, 

Ram Ally, 

Cavendish 

William Bullock Head 48 Agricultural Labourer Cavendish,  Suffolk 

Elizabeth Bullock Wife 39 Straw Plaiter Poslingford, Suffolk 

Walter  Son 18 Agricultural Labourer Cavendish,  Suffolk 

Henry Son 15 Miller's Boy Cavendish,  Suffolk 

Margaret Daughter 12 Scholar Cavendish,  Suffolk 

Stephen Son 7 Scholar Cavendish,  Suffolk 

Arthur Son 5 Scholar Cavendish,  Suffolk 

Eliza Daughter 2  Cavendish,  Suffolk 

William Son 11 mths  Cavendish,  Suffolk 

 

 



20 Family of James and Margaret Barton       Compiled by: John Malone, Cootamundra NSW 

 

1881 English Census 
On Census night, Elizabeth Bullock, now aged 49, was visiting the Brockwell family in High Street, Cavendish.  

Sarah Brockwell, a grocer and draper, aged 57 years, had living in the house her son Harry 25 yrs and daughter Julia 27 yrs. 

Included in the household were granddaughters Bessie 4 years and Gertie under 19 months. 

The presumption could be that Elizabeth Bullock may have been a visitor to assist with the grocery shop and/or assist with minding the children.  
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English Census (continued) 
William Bullock, now aged 60, was at his normal residence in High Street, Cavendish with the rest of his family.  

There were also 2 visitors 26 year old Mary Coblin and her 7 month old daughter Matilda. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Family members listed in the household were: 

• William Bullock head  60yrs  agricultural labourer (age rounded to 60) 

• Walter Bullock son  28yrs  agricultural labourer 

• Margaret Bullock daughter 27yrs   horsehair weaver 

• Stephen Bullock son  18yrs   agricultural labourer 

• Arthur Bullock  son  15yrs  agricultural labourer 

• Eliza Bullock  daughter  12yrs   scholar 

• Willie Bullock  son  10yrs  scholar 

• Julia Bullock  daughter 7yrs   scholar 
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Death of William Bullock  

William Bullock, aged 59, died in January, 1882 at Cavendish. 

As per this article in the Bury and Suffolk Standard dated 17 January 1882, there was an 

inquest into his death before Rowland H Wilson Esq. 

CAVENDISH 

Suicide – Yesterday (Monday) an inquest was held before Roland H Wilson Esq., coroner, 

relative to the death of William Bullock, aged 59.  Deceased was formerly an agricultural 

labourer, but he had not been to work for 16 months.  His wife had noticed his depressed 

state of mind during the last week, and heard him say he felt as if he must make a hand of 

himself.  Last Friday he got up at about nine o’clock, and complained of feeling queer.  

Shortly before four his wife went to see a neighbour and had arranged with the deceased 

to stay with John Alefounder , who lives next door.  On her return, in about half an hour, 

she discovered that he had left Alefounder’s house a few minutes, and on going home she 

found him in a kneeling position, with his head down.  She went for help, and it was found 

that he had cut his throat with a razor. 

Mr Waring, surgeon, stated he had attended deceased for eye disease and considered him 

a taciturn and reserved disposition.  Deceased has not complained to him of any 

depression of spirits or indicate any suicidal symptoms.  The wound in the centre of the 

throat was about three inches in length.  

Verdict: “suicide whilst in an unsound state of mind”. 

 

 

 

1891 English Census 
At this stage Elizabeth Bullock (nee Barton) cannot be located in the 1891 census and further research is required. 
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1901 English Census 
 Elizabeth Bullock is a widow aged 69 years.  

 On the occasion of the census, Elizabeth was residing with 84 year old Amelia Underwood, a 

retired bootmaker and her grandson Felix Underwood who was a bootmaker in High Street 

Cavendish.   

Presumably Elizabeth was looking after Mrs Underwood as her occupation is listed as a domestic 

nurse. 
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Death of Elizabeth Bullock (nee Barton) 
Elizabeth Bullock (nee Barton) died in the district of Sudbury, Suffolk (most likely Cavendish, 

Suffolk) in March 1910, aged 78 years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bullock Album 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Stephen Bullock (son of Elizabeth Barton) Mary Jane Woodham (daughter of Elizabeth Barton) Michael Bullock (family historian) 
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Figure 10: St Mary's Church, Poslingford 
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James and Margaret Barton's first son Stephen Barton was baptised at the Old Meeting Room 

(Independent Church) at Clare (next to Poslingford) on 22 February 1835. 

The birth date of Stephen Barton is listed as 7 June 1834, just some 7 months earlier than his baptism.  

Subsequent documents list his birthplace as Poslingford, Suffolk. 

 

 

 

 

3.  Stephen Barton 
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Marriage Stephen Barton & Harriet Basham 
Stephen was to marry Harriet Basham at Poslingford on 14 December 1855.  Harriet was born at Poslingford on 16 January 1837, the daughter of 
Thomas Basham and Keziah Patrick. 

 

Stephen and Harriet Barton had a family of 6 children: 

✓ George  b 1856  Poslingford 

✓ Shadrack  b 1860  Poslingford 

✓ Martha  b 1863  Poslingford 

✓ Louise   b 1864  Poslingford 

✓ Joseph David  b 1865  Poslingford 

✓ William  b 1871  Poslingford 

 

Basham Family Connection 

The Barton and the Basham families, to this day, have an association, far away from 

Poslingford, Suffolk.  

Harriet Basham’s great uncle and aunt John Basham and Sarah (nee Gooden) migrated to 

the Colony of New South Wales per the ship “Golcanda” on 25 May 1857. 

On the same ship “Golcanda” was Joseph Barton (my ancestor) and brother of Harriet 

Basham’s husband Stephen Barton. 

Harriet Basham’s uncle and aunt John Basham and Charlotte (nee Granger) migrated to 

the Colony of New South Wales via the ship “Constitution” on 14 July 1855.  They settled at 

the village of Monteagle near Young (home village of my wife Pamela). 

My local electrician at Cootamundra is Todd Basham (a descendant of the Poslingford 

Bashams) – ‘a small world’ 
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1851 English Census 
 

 

Stephen Barton was listed as a 16 year old 

Agricultural Labourer, living with his 

parents and siblings at Poslingford.   

 Harriet Basham (future wife of Stephen 

Barton), was also living with her parents 

Thomas and Keziah Basham in Poslingford.  

 Harriet was just 14 years of age and 

already working as a straw plaiter [plaits 

used in the hat making industry]. 

 

 

 

1861 English Census 
Stephen and Harriet Barton were living in Poslingford and had a four year old son George.  Stephen was working as an Agricultural Labourer in 

Poslingford.  
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1871 English Census 
Stephen and Harriet Barton continued to reside in Poslingford with 3 children, George (aged 14), David (aged 5) and William (2 months).   

Three other children: 

• Shadrack born 1860 

• Martha born 1863 

• Louise  born 1864 had died soon after birth. 

Losing three children, one after another, gives an unimaginable glimpse of the hardships experienced by Stephen and Harriet ant their extended families. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1881 English Census 
Stephen and Harriet Barton along with their youngest children 

had moved from Poslingford to the Village of Frosterley in the 

Parish of Stanhope in the District of Weardale, County Durham.  

Stephen was now 46 years of age and employed as a limestone 

quarryman, while Harriet was 44 years.  Their son Joseph David 

was employed as a 15 year old horse carriage driver. 

 

 

Five sons of James and Margaret Barton were to work at some stage of their life as a limestone quarryman at FROSTERLEY. Why Frosterley?   

This question is expanded below: 
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All the children of James Barton and Margaret (nee Brett) were born 

in Poslingford, Suffolk 

At least 5 of the Barton sons: 

• Stephen  

• Elizah 

• James 

• Samuel 

• Walter 

are documented as having worked as a labourer at the limestone quarry 

at Frosterley, Weardale District, Durham. 

Frosterley Marble 

Frosterley is well known for the ornamental limestone which for many 

centuries has been quarried here to make fonts, floors and columns in 

some of our most important churches and public buildings. A 

document from 1183 mentions ‘Lambert the marble cutter’ of Stanhope 

– almost certainly a reference to the working of Frosterley Marble. In 

Durham Cathedral, Frosterley Marble has been used for flooring and 

columns, most famously in the 13th century Chapel of the Nine Altars. 

In 1847 the railway was opened to Frosterley to extract greater 

limestone for the steel industry opening up huge quarries which are 

now overgrown and disused though the railway remains as part of the 

heritage line between Stanhope and Wolsingham. 

 

 

  

Suffolk to Durham 
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Frosterley  

Quarrying in Frosterley, Durham, has a long history, historically focused on extracting building stone and more 

recently on mining mineral specimens like Frosterley Marble and fluorite.  

The region's quarries, such as those yielding the iconic Frosterley Marble (a type of fossil-rich limestone), 

supplied stone for local buildings. While large-scale building stone quarrying has largely ceased, modern activity 

includes specialized mining for mineral specimens, such as the Rogerley and Diana Maria mines for fluorite.  

Traditional quarrying 

• Building stone: Historically, quarries extracted a local, hard sandstone and the decorative limestone 

known as Frosterley Marble. 

• Uses: This stone was a popular building material for local towns, mills, and churches, with some local 

quarries providing stone for the region. 

A black limestone containing fossil corals of the Carboniferous Period, some 325 million years ago. When cut and polished the result is a beautiful ornate stone, 

much desired for church decoration, particularly during the Middle Ages 

Frosterley Marble has been taken from the Rogerley Quarry for more than 700 years; the decorative columns 

found in Durham Cathedral date from about 1350. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Flourite 

Frosterley, 

Durham 

ELIJAH STEPHEN SAMUEL JAMES Jnr WALTER 

Mineral Specimens – Rogerley Quarry 

https://www.google.com/search?q=Frosterley+Marble&rlz=1C1ONGR_enAU1152AU1155&oq=&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqCQgAECMYJxjqAjIJCAAQIxgnGOoCMgkIARAjGCcY6gIyCQgCECMYJxjqAjIJCAMQIxgnGOoCMgkIBBAjGCcY6gIyCQgFECMYJxjqAjIJCAYQLhgnGOoCMgkIBxAjGCcY6gIyFQgIEAAYQhiRAhi0AhjqAhiABBiKBTIVCAkQABhCGJECGLQCGOoCGIAEGIoFMhUIChAAGEIYkQIYtAIY6gIYgAQYigUyFQgLEAAYQhiRAhi0AhjqAhiABBiKBdIBCTIwMDRqMGoxNagCDLACAfEFvZxs1jw4HX4&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&mstk=AUtExfAF0Ve1GkyhUPYqFS72jZUCEc7BEuEuo7Mrtug6UYZjRmaD3MKxhyAZaOaSr-o3qWz6gCyvrG9T7Sh5ifETSAPpxq4KEVEtTvxmc5p9VX4fUsAripD2TlB2NYuc09Q8RIqg5R9hsGqIajU1fVTdLq8-QACGiP2ev32CmS-WsKv-SbPtbiIdOshrrVHT0Emuwy9NBR35HeE_F4Evo-7qdiqRVMVE0hMOHq9GlBiuo0vke_PzSDHvm34slS22yyCl5XGJO3tw8M8Qc1Qdm3BSJD57eABe-PcqMPyryltbS-H6zj21jUCMPXAn4QIhxAST6Q&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwif6LL6quKQAxU0R-sIHWqHNasQgK4QegQIARAC
https://www.google.com/search?q=Rogerley+and+Diana+Maria+mines&rlz=1C1ONGR_enAU1152AU1155&oq=&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqCQgAECMYJxjqAjIJCAAQIxgnGOoCMgkIARAjGCcY6gIyCQgCECMYJxjqAjIJCAMQIxgnGOoCMgkIBBAjGCcY6gIyCQgFECMYJxjqAjIJCAYQLhgnGOoCMgkIBxAjGCcY6gIyFQgIEAAYQhiRAhi0AhjqAhiABBiKBTIVCAkQABhCGJECGLQCGOoCGIAEGIoFMhUIChAAGEIYkQIYtAIY6gIYgAQYigUyFQgLEAAYQhiRAhi0AhjqAhiABBiKBdIBCTIwMDRqMGoxNagCDLACAfEFvZxs1jw4HX4&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&mstk=AUtExfAF0Ve1GkyhUPYqFS72jZUCEc7BEuEuo7Mrtug6UYZjRmaD3MKxhyAZaOaSr-o3qWz6gCyvrG9T7Sh5ifETSAPpxq4KEVEtTvxmc5p9VX4fUsAripD2TlB2NYuc09Q8RIqg5R9hsGqIajU1fVTdLq8-QACGiP2ev32CmS-WsKv-SbPtbiIdOshrrVHT0Emuwy9NBR35HeE_F4Evo-7qdiqRVMVE0hMOHq9GlBiuo0vke_PzSDHvm34slS22yyCl5XGJO3tw8M8Qc1Qdm3BSJD57eABe-PcqMPyryltbS-H6zj21jUCMPXAn4QIhxAST6Q&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwif6LL6quKQAxU0R-sIHWqHNasQgK4QegQIARAD
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Durham_Cathedral
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Death of Harriet and Stephen Barton 
 

 

 

 

Harriet Barton (nee Basham) died aged 46 years in the Weardale District, 

County Durham in 1883. 

 

 

 

 

 

Stephen Barton died in the Weardale District, County Durham in 1888, aged 53 years. 
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1891 English Census 
Following the early deaths of both Stephen Barton and his wife Harriet Barton (nee Basham), the question has to be asked regarding the welfare of their 

two younger children: 

• Joseph David Barton  

• and William Barton.  The 1891 English Census provides a simple answer. 

Joseph David Barton  

Joseph David Barton is now married to Margaret (nee Mowbray) and has 2 children, Thomas aged 5 and 

Elizabeth a newborn at 3 weeks.   

Joseph David is working as a coal miner and living at Etherley in the parish of West Auckland, County 

Durham. 

Figure 11: Seated Margaret Barton (nee 

Mowbray) & Joseph David Barton 
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William Barton (son of Stephen & Harriet Barton) William Barton is now 20 years of age and 

living in the household of his elder brother 

George Barton, his wife Eliza (nee Frost) and 

their 3 children Ernest 9 years, Harriet 4 

years and Emily 1 month. 

They are all living Howden le Wear, North 

Bedburn, Durham. 

William Barton is employed as a coal miner. 
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Figure 12: St Mary's Church, Poslingford 
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Our ancestor Joseph Barton was born on 2 December 1836 at Poslingford, Suffolk and was baptised in Clare on 5 February 1837. 

Joseph Barton lived with his parents James and Margaret Barton up until the age 21 when he took the 
momentous decision to migrate to Australia as an assisted immigrant on the Ship "Golcanda". 
The ship "Golcanda" arrived in Sydney on 15 May 1857. 

 
 
 
 

 

Joseph Barton took up land on the property "Redbank" Frogmore near the New South Wales town of Boorowa. He married 

widow Johanna Evans (nee Butler) at Goulburn on 4 February 1871. 

 Joseph and Johanna Barton raised a family of 3 sons: 
✓ Joseph James    b 1871  Frogmore 

✓ Walter Joseph   b 1874  Frogmore 

✓ George Francis   b 1876  Frogmore 

A more complete story of the life of Joseph Barton appears in a separate article. 

Joseph Barton Snr 

4.  Joseph Barton 
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Figure 13: St Mary's Church, Poslingford 
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Elijah Barton was the fifth child born to James Barton and Margaret (nee Brett).  He was born on 5 

September 1839 at Poslingford, Suffolk. He was later baptised in Clare on 13 October 1839. 

1841, 1851 and 1861 English Census 
Elijah Barton was living at home with his parents in Poslingford for the 1841, 1851 and 1861 English 

census. 

At just 11 years of age, Elijah was listed as an Agricultural Labourer in the 1851 Census and as a 21 year 

old Labourer in the 1861 Census.  

Between October and December, 1863 Elijah Barton was to marry Susan Challis at Poslingford 

(Risbridge District), Suffolk. 

Susan Challis was born on 3 December, 1843 at Wickhambrook, Suffolk, the daughter of James and Mary Challis (nee Pettitt). Susan was the sister of Ann 

Challis who was to later marry James Barton, a brother of Elijah - (2 brothers marrying 2 sisters).  

1871 English Census 
Elijah and Susan lived in Poslingford up to the 1871 English Census and then at some stage they moved to Frosterley, Durham where their last three 

children were born from 1874 to 1877 – Ruth, George & Alice.   

 

 

 

5.  Elijah Barton 
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All the children of James Barton and Margaret (nee Brett) were born 

in Poslingford, Suffolk 

At least 5 of the Barton sons: 

• Stephen  

• Elizah 

• James 

• Samuel 

• Walter 

are documented as having worked as a labourer at the limestone quarry 

at Frosterley, Weardale District, Durham. 

Frosterley Marble 

Frosterley is well known for the ornamental limestone which for many 

centuries has been quarried here to make fonts, floors and columns in 

some of our most important churches and public buildings. A 

document from 1183 mentions ‘Lambert the marble cutter’ of Stanhope 

– almost certainly a reference to the working of Frosterley Marble. In 

Durham Cathedral, Frosterley Marble has been used for flooring and 

columns, most famously in the 13th century Chapel of the Nine Altars. 

In 1847 the railway was opened to Frosterley to extract greater 

limestone for the steel industry opening up huge quarries which are 

now overgrown and disused though the railway remains as part of the 

heritage line between Stanhope and Wolsingham. 

 

 

Suffolk to Durham 
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1881 English Census 
Elijah Barton, like his elder brother Stephen was working as a Limestone Quarryman in the Village of Frosterley, Parish of Stanhope, District Weardale, 

County Durham. 

Elijah and Susan by now had 6 children Ruth (probably working elsewhere), George, Alice (born in Poslingford), Sarah, Emily and Frederick (born in 

Frosterley). 
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Family Migration to Canada 
A momentous decision was made to migrate to Quebec in Canada and sailed per the ship "Circassian" in 1887.   The ship "Circassian", after leaving the 

Port of Liverpool, England, reached the Port of Quebec in Canada on 25 May 1887 

Family passengers included: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Parents: Elijah 45, Susan 42 

 

Figure 14: Ship 'Circassian" to Quebec 1787 

 

 
 

 

 

Children: George 19, Alice 16, Sarah 14, Emily 15, Frederick 9 

 

The family had migrated to Canada as did Elijah's brother Walter Barton, some 8 years earlier in 1879.   
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1891 Canada Census 
Elijah, Susan and family appear in the 1891 Canada Census: 

 

Residence: Romney, District of Kent, Province of Ontario, Canada 

Parents: Elijah 51 yrs, a general labourer - Susan 47 yrs 

Children: George 24, Alice 20, Sarah 18, Emily 15, Frederick 13 

Others: Joseph Hopper – later marries Emily Barton in 1894 
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1901 Canada Census 
 

Elijah, Susan and some family appear in the 1901 Canada Census: 

Residence: Romney, District of Kent, Province of Ontario, Canada 

Parents: Elijah 61, Susan 57 

Children:  Sarah 27 (Clerk), Frederick 23 (Brakeman [rail transport worker]) 
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1911 Canada Census 
 

Elijah and Susan appear in the 1911 Canada Census: 

Residence: Romney, District of West Kent, Province of Ontario, Canada 

Parents: Elijah 71, Susan 67 
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Deaths of Elijah & Susan Barton  

Both Elijah Barton and his wife Susan were buried in the Heatherington Cemetery, Romney, Kent, Ontario Canada. 

• The death of  Elijah Barton on 14 January 1917 on at Romney, Kent, Ontario, Canada. 

• Death of Susan Barton (nee Challis) on 2 June 1919 at Romney, Kent, Ontario, Canada. 

   

 

Elijah and Susan had 6 children, apparently all born in England 

▪ Ruth  b 1864  Clare (most likely Poslingford)   

▪ George b 1868  Poslingford      

▪ Alice  b 1870  Poslingford 

▪ Sarah  b 1874  Frosterley, Durham 

▪ Emily  b 1876  Frosterley, Durham 

▪ Frederick b 1877  Frosterley, Durham 
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Figure 15: St Mary's Church, Poslingford 
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After the 1841 Census, James and Margaret Barton continued to have children 

with the arrival of James Barton (Jnr).   

He was baptised in Clare on 20 May 1842. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photograph of James Barton Jnr 

 

A photograph of James Barton Jnr 

appears in Ancestry, submitted by: 

 

Jerry1732 on 27 August 2013 from a 

family collection. 

The studio name of WA Brown & Son 

of: London, Manchester and Sheerness 

on Sea appears below the photo. 

 

At a later date the photo had also 

been copied and submitted by: 

Rosie Knight in 2021 

John Nichoson in 2023 

Rosie Knight in 2024 (colour tinted) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1851 & 1861 English Census 

James Barton (Jnr) was living in Poslingford with his parents James and Margaret Barton, aged 9 in 1851 and a 19 year old labourer in 1861. 

 

 

 

6.  James Barton (Jnr) 

Figure 16: Photograph of James Barton Jnr 
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Marriage of James Barton and Ann Challis 

 

James Barton married Ann Challis (sister of Susan Challis) in July 1863 - Risbridge District (most likely Poslingford), Suffolk.  

 Ann (Ana) Challis was the daughter of James Challis and his wife Mary (nee Pettit).  Ann was baptised at Wickhambrook, a small village just a short distance (12km) 

from neighbouring Poslingford. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Early Family of James Barton and Ann Challis - James and Ann and their first 4 children: 

 

➢ Emma   

➢ b 1862  Wickhambrook, Suffolk 

 

➢ Arthur   

➢ b 1864  Poslingford, Suffolk 

 

➢ Harry   

➢ b 1866  Poslingford, Suffolk 

 

➢ Joseph   

➢ b 1869  Poslingford, Suffolk 

 

 

 

Figure 17: Ann Barton (nee Challis) 
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1871 English Census 

James (a farm labourer, aged 29 years) and Ann (aged 28years) Barton appear in the 1871 English Census living at Poslingford, Suffolk, along with children Emma 9, 

Arthur 7, Harry 5 and Joseph aged just 2.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Family to County Durham, England 

It appears that greater employment opportunities existed in County Durham and many members of the Barton family headed north to avail themselves of those 

opportunities, including James and Ann Barton and their young family 

Coal was first dug in County Durham in the 13th century, but deeper, more industrial-scale mining began in the 17th century. The region became the epicentre of British 

coal mining, with the industry expanding significantly during the Industrial Revolution to meet the demands of steelworks, railways, and heating homes. By 1944, there 

were around 100,000 mineworkers in the county. 

The family of James and Ann Barton grew in County Durham: 

Robert B Barton Hannah Mary Barton (not Annie) James Barton Jnr John M Barton 

Bapt: 17 February 1872 

Stanhope, Durham, England 

Bapt: 14 July 1874 

Stanhope, Durham, England 

Bapt 2 May 1877 

Tow Law, Durham, England 

Born: 13 March 1880 

East Hedleyhope, Durham, England 

 
  

 

Figure 18: John Barton – b13 March 1880 
 US WWII Draft Registration Card 

https://www.google.com/search?q=Industrial+Revolution&rlz=1C1ONGR_enAU1152AU1155&oq=Discovery+of+coal+in+County+Durham&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIICAEQABgWGB4yDQgCEAAYhgMYgAQYigUyCggDEAAYogQYiQUyBwgEEAAY7wUyCggFEAAYgAQYogTSAQoyMTgxOGowajE1qAIIsAIB8QX15pE8OZaxlg&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&mstk=AUtExfBzi0TogZ8cpmJhU11QZ-156Nfq_fqwcn-6h8SGM54pqPf1N5ZjH1J12Zddi4gT_Qcs8MH67qV_T5tJg-tA3YXPFoOrf8suJVhlI9n7H2gWR0aVmSl75aCKManF8Ce9oOdkK7rQPC2vNGciURxec02EY34vnAVLjytMexYbfER2tTs&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwiXy6a7ntqQAxUlffUHHdGmDzAQgK4QegQIARAC
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1881 English Census 

James and Ann Barton, and the family do not appear in the 1881 English Census.  

The presumption is therefore that like some of his brothers, James and his wife Ann, may have migrated overseas. 

 

Barton Migration (Family of James Barton and Margaret Brett) 

❖ Joseph Barton (child number 4) had already migrated to Australia, per the ship ‘Golcanda’ arriving in the Colony of New South Wales on 15 May 1857. 

 

❖ Walter Barton (youngest child) had already migrated to Canada in 1879, arriving at the port of Quebec per the ship “Peruvian” on 18 May 1879.. 

 

========================================================================= 

 

Ancestry DNA – Barton Match – Susan Allison Wiegner 

In March 2017, through Ancestry DNA I was able to contact a “shared DNA match”, an American lady from Bloomingdale, Florida, Susan Allison Wiegner. 

As per the diagram below Susan and I are both descended from James Barton and Margaret Brett and are 3rd cousins (1x removed).  

Susan Wiegner is descended from James and Margaret Barton’s 6th child James Barton (Jnr) 

I and descended from James and Margaret Barton’s 4th child Joseph Barton (the older brother of James (Jnr). 
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An email extract from Susan Wiegner dated 20 March stated as follows: 

 

My James Barton who married Ann Challis (how funny that I see sisters married brothers), came to the Streator, Illinois area and worked in the coal mines there.   

That is where my grandmother Emily was born.  They then moved to the Catlin/Georgetown Illinois area and worked the mines there.  Emily met my grandfather, John 

Harry Allison and they had a son, Willard Leroy Allison, who was my dad.   

 

 

Streator, Illinois, is located 160km southwest of Chicago on the Vermillion River and at the southern extremity of LaSalle County where it joins Livingston County.  

Streator is in the prairie and farm land of north-central Illinois. 

In 1861, miner John O'Neill established a trading post called "Hardscrabble", supposedly because he watched loaded animals struggle up the river's banks. In 1865 it 

was termed “Unionville”. 

Streator did not acquire its present name until 1868, in honour of Dr. W.L. Streator.  Doctor Streator never lived in Streator, but was an occasional visitor. Doctor 

Streator was from Cleveland, Ohio and was a capitalist and physician.  

He had been chosen as head of the Vermillion Coal Company, a company which carried on the first larger mining operations in the area. 

Streator's early growth was due to the coal mine, as well as a major glass manufacturer and its status as a midwestern railroad hub.  
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James and Ann Barton – Migration to United States of America 

For many years, the fate of James and Ann Barton in the US has remained a mystery but research by a number of ‘family history’ researchers, combined 

with improved access to family history records, along with developments in DNA research have all contributed to the “gradual unravelling” of information 

on James and Ann Barton and their family . 

 

Puzzles to be solve: 

• When did James and Ann Barton  and their young family migrate to the US? 

• On what ship did they emigrate and what port did they embark? 

• Where did they live after arriving in the US 

• Did they have any more children? 

• Where were their children live and how were they employed? 

• Where and when did James and Ann Barton die? 

 

1890 United States Census 

The 1890 US Census is largely unavailable because a fire in 1921 and subsequent destruction of records by the Department of 

Commerce in 1934 destroyed nearly all of the original documents. Some surviving fragments exist for certain states like New York, 

New Jersey, and Texas, but the loss created significant gaps for genealogy researchers.  
 

 

1900 United States Census 

The original census enumeration sheets were microfilmed by the Census Bureau in the 1940s, after which the original sheets were destroyed.  

The microfilmed census is available in rolls from the National Archives and Records Administration. 

Today the Census material is available on Websites such as Ancestry. 

 

My starting point in the 1900 US Federal Census was to begin looking for some of the children of James and Ann Barton to see if they could be matched up 

with information that was already gathered from the English Census material from 1841, 1851, 1861, 1871, 1881 and 1891. 

 

++In gathering information regarding the parents James Barton and Ann Challis, this story focuses firstly on the children in the 1900 US Census++ 
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Family of James Barton Jnr & Ann Challis in USA – A Brief Glimpse 

Child 1: Emma Barton (born 1862 Poslingford, Suffolk) 

The headstone of her mother (shown later in the document) lists a daughter as Emily Perry. 

From information contained in census and other documents, a brief profile emerges as below: 

 

Emma Barton, as a single woman aged 23 years, set out on her immigration adventure from 

Liverpool, England to the USA per the ship ‘Abyssinia’ arriving at Ellis Island in the New York 

Harbour on 28 August 1885. 

Her parents James Barton and Ann (nee Challis) are believed to have already reached the 

USA. 

Upon Emma Barton’s arrival in 1885, James Barton is believed to already be deceased and 

her mother Ann (now Mary Ann) was the partner/wife of William Topham.  

 

 

 

 

SS Abyssinia was a British mail liner built in 1870, and originally operated by the Cunard 

Line on the Liverpool–New York route. She later served the Guion Line on the same route and 

the Canadian Pacific Line in the Pacific. In December 1891, Abyssinia was destroyed mid-

Atlantic without loss of life by a fire that started in her cargo of cotton, highlighting the danger in 

carrying both cotton and passengers on the same ship. [Wikipedia] 

 

  

Figure 19: Immigrant ship 'Abyssinia' 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cunard_Line
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cunard_Line
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guion_Line
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/CP_Ships
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Child 1: Emma Barton (born 1862 Poslingford, Suffolk) - continued 

 

1900 United States Census – Emma Perry (nee Barton - wife of Thomas Perry) 

 

 

Address: Tecumseh Street, Fall River Ward 4, Bristol, Massachusetts, USA 

Name Relation Date of Birth Age Yrs 

married 
Native of: Year of 

Arrival 

Occupation Children  

Perry Thomas Head Jan 1859 40 12 Massachusetts - Cotton Weaver  

Perry Emma Wife Feb 1862 38 12 England 1886 ------ 0 
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Child 2: Arthur Frederick Barton (born 1864 Poslingford, Suffolk) 

On 23 December 1886 Arthur Frederick Barton, a 23 year old stone mason from Ipswich, Suffolk, took as his bride Lavinia Louise Bye, a 24 year old 

shoemaker from Bury St Edmunds.  The wedding ceremony took place at St James Church, Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk.  

 

 

 

1901 English Census – Arthur & Lavinia Barton & family – Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk, England  

Figure 20: St James Church, 
Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk 
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Child 3: Henry Barton (born 1865 Poslingford, Suffolk) 

 

1900 United States Census – Henry Barton (3rd child of James & Ann Barton) 

 

 

Address: 3 West Street, Oskaloosa, Mahaska, Iowa, USA 

Name Relation Date of Birth Age Yrs married Native of: Year of Arrival Occupation Children (Alive) 

Barton Henry Head Sept 1867 32 13 England 1869 Miner (coal)  

Barton Armilda {Amile Giffin} Wife Apr 1870 30 13 Iowa  ------ 2 (1) 

Barton Bessie Daughter June 1892 7  Iowa  At school  

Giffin Emily Sister-in-law July 1874 25  Iowa  Housekeeper 1 
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Child 4: Joseph Barton (born 1869 Poslingford, Suffolk) 

1900 United States Census – Joseph Barton (4th child of James & Ann Barton) 

 

Address: Westville Coal Company Patch, Georgetown, Vermillion, Illinois, USA 

Name Relation Date of Birth Age Yrs married Native of: Year of Arrival Occupation Children (Alive) 

Barton Joseph Head Apr 1869 31 10 England 1880 Coal Miner  

Barton Madaline Wife Mar 1873 27 10 England 1882 ------ 3 (3) 

Barton Arthur Son Mar 1891 9  Illinois  At school  

Barton Thomas Son July 1894 7  Illinois  At school  

Barton Mildred Daughter Aug 1895 4  Illinois    
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Child 5: Robert B Barton (born 1871 Poslingford, Suffolk) 

 

1900 United States Census – Robert Barton (5th child of James & Ann Barton) 

 

 

Address: English Street, Danville, Vermillion, Illinois, USA 

 

Name Relation Date of Birth Age Yrs married Native of: Year of Arrival Occupation Children (Alive) 

Barton Robert Head Oct 1871 28 4 England 1877 Miner (coal)  

Barton Carrie Wife Mar 1875 25 4 Illinois  ------ 2 (1) 

Barton Clara B Daughter June 1899 11/12  Illinois    
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Child 6: Hannah Barton (born 1875 Frosterley, Durham) 

1900 United States Census – Hannah Barton (6th child of James & Ann Barton - married Charles Gabauer) 

 

Address: Westville Village, Georgetown, Vermillion, Illinois, USA 

Name Relation Date of Birth Age Yrs married Native of: Year of Arrival Occupation Children (Alive) 

Gabauer Charles Head Nov 1863 36 10 Illinois 1877 Miner (coal)  

Gabauer Hannah  (nee Barton) Wife May 1873 27 10 England 
(not Illinois) 

 ------ 2 (2) 

Gabauer Stella Daughter June 1899 8  Illinois  At school  

Gabauer Matie Daughter Oct 1893 6  Illinois  At school  
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Child 7: James Robert Barton (born 1876 Durham, England) 

 

1900 United States Census – James Barton (7th child of James & Ann Barton) 

 

Address: Westville Coal Company Patch, Georgetown, Vermillion, Illinois, USA 

Name Relation Date of Birth Age Yrs married Native of: Year of Arrival Occupation Children (Alive) 

Barton James Head May 1876 24 2 England 1880 Coal Miner  

Barton Anna E Wife Oct 1878 21 2 Illinois  ------ 1 (1) 

Barton Rachel Daughter Oct 1898 1  Illinois    
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Child 8: John M Barton (born 1880 Lanchester, Durham, England) 

 

1910 United States Census – John M Barton (8th child of James & Ann Barton) 

 

Address: Georgetown, Vermillion, Illinois, USA 

Name Relation Age Yrs married Native of: Year of Arrival Occupation Children 
(Alive) 

Barton John Head 31 10 England 1880 Labourer Coal Mine  

Barton Rosa Wife 27 10 Belgium/French 1888 ------ 2 (2) 

Barton Charles Son 7  Illinois    

Barton Marie Daughter 5  Illinois    
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James Barton & Ann Challis 

As many of the children of James and Ann Barton were very closely linked to the coal mining industry and the Georgetown, Vermillion, Illinois township, it 

now appeared likely that their parents had most likely also been associated with the area. 

A glimpse at “Ancestry” and ‘presto’, many researchers has already discovered an important name – “Topham” 

1900 United States Census – Mary A Topham (wife of William Topham) 

 

 

Address: State Road, Georgetown, Vermillion, Illinois, USA 

Name Relation Date of Birth Age Yrs married Native of: Year of Arrival Occupation Children (Alive) 

Topham William Head Jan 1849 51 17 England 1880 Miner (coal)  

Topham Mary A 

 (formerly Ann Barton) 

Wife Jan 1846 54 17 England 
(not Illinois) 

1883 ------ 2 (2) 

Topham William Son Mar 1885 15  Illinois  At school  
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1910 United States Census – Mary A Topham (wife of William Topham) 

Address: Georgetown, Vermillion, Illinois, USA 

Name Relation Date of Birth Age Yrs married Native of: Year of Arrival Occupation Children (Alive) 

Topham William Head Jan 1849 65 29 England 1880 Miner (coal)  

Topham Mary A 
 (formerly Ann Barton-nee Challis) 

Wife Jan 1846 70 29 England 1878 ------ 9 (8) 

Topham William Son Mar 1885 26  Illinois  Blacksmith -

coal mine 

 

 

 

 



65 Family of James and Margaret Barton       Compiled by: John Malone, Cootamundra NSW 

 

Arrival in USA – Mary Ann Topham (formerly Barton – nee Challis) 

The two census records provided, give arrival dates in the USA as 1883 and 1878, a huge difference of 5 years.   

Ann’s last child in born in England, John M Barton, was not born until 13 March 1880, so the 1883 date appears the most reliable. 

At this stage there is no evident shipping record that gives any clarification on Ann Barton’s arrival date in the USA. 

 

Death Mary Ann Topham (wife of William Topham) (Wife of James Barton) nee Challis 

Ann (Mary Ann) Topham [formerly Barton], nee Challis died on 30 October 1918 in Georgetown, Illinois and was buried in the Georgetown Cemetery.   

She was aged approximately 75 years – her son Arthur Frederick Barton and daughter Hannah Gebauer (nee Barton) are missing from her listed children in 

the US Find a Grave Index. 

 

 

Figure 21: Mary Ann Topham - Ann Barton (nee Challis) Georgetown Cemetery, 
Georgetown, Vermillion, Illinois, USA 
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Death James Barton (husband of Ann Challis) 

The death of James Barton has, I believe, been a matter of conjecture for quite some years.   

Not being a direct descendant, I was certainly not qualified to add any input to the conjecture, but I will try to support future researchers.  

Until recently I was completely unaware of the re-marriage of his wife Ann to William Topham. 

In the 1900 US Census it was stated Ann Barton (nee Challis) and William Topham had been married 17 years, taking back the marriage to c1883. 

In the 1910 US Census it was stated Ann Barton (nee Challis) and William Topham had been married 29 years, taking back the marriage to c1881. 

There is no clear evidence that James Barton came to the US with his wife Ann (nee Challis).   

It seems likely that James and Ann were already estranged as far back as 1881-1883.  

Ann had become Mary Ann and partnered/married with William Topham. 

There is no clear evidence on any of the US Census records of James Barton fitting a clear definitive description to match our records. 

❖ An example of - One possible shipping  record: 

Name: 

Born: 

Embarkation Port: 

Arrival Date: 

Arrival Port: 

 

Ship: 

James Barton  

c1843 

Liverpool, England 

29 March 1882 

Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada 

Portland, Maine, USA 

 ‘Circassian’ 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Figure 22: SS Ship 'Circassian' 
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❖ An Example - One possible death  record: 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Possible Pros 

 

Name & Birthplace:                            James             England 

 

Fathers Name & Birthplace:            James               England 

 

Mothers Name & Birthplace:          Margaret        England 

 

Location:                                             Fall River, Massachusetts 

❖ James’s eldest daughter Emma Perry (nee Barton) is 

listed in the 1900 and 1910 Census as living at Fall 

River, Massachusetts 

 

Marital Status:                                  Married  

(Yes, but possibly separated by 1884) 

 

Possible Cons 

 

Age at Death:                                     50yrs (est. birth c1834)              

In 1884 James would have been 42years of age (born 1842) 

If a non-family member was asked his age they may have 

made a guestimate of 50 yrs – possible! 

 

Occupation:                                          Painter 
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❖ An Example - Another possible death  record: 

 

 
 

 

This newspaper clipping was sent to me by Susan Allison-Wieger.  

Although dated 24 January, I failed to note the year. 

 

As mentioned earlier in the story, many of the Barton children had an 

association with Streator, Illinois and its associated coal mining 

industry. 

 

Was the story of the unfortunate death linked to James Barton? 

 

We do not know! 

 

 

 

 

 

❖ Conclusion: There are other theories regarding the death of James Barton, maybe in the future new evidence and information 

may clarify the final life story of James Barton, son of James Barton Snr and Margaret Brett. 

 



69 Family of James and Margaret Barton       Compiled by: John Malone, Cootamundra NSW 

 

Photo Album: Family of James Barton & Ann Challis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Robert Barton (son of James & Ann Barton) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Caroline Barton (nee Siddall) [wife of Robert] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Clara Belle Barton (daughter of Robert & Caroline) 

Headstone – John Barton (son of James & Ann Barton) 

 
John Barton (son of James & Ann Barton) 

Naturalisation 1941 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Joseph Barton (son of James & Ann Barton) 

Death Record 1931 
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Figure 23: St Mary's Church, Poslingford 
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The birth of Eliza Barton between January-March 1846 was to herald the arrival of the last female child of James and Margaret Barton and their 

seventh child.  

1851 & 1861 English Census 
In 1851 Eliza Barton was a 6 year old student living with her parents James and Margaret Barton in Poslingford. 

In 1861 Eliza Barton was working as a labourer and still living with her parents in Poslingford. 

Marriage 

In 1869 Eliza Barton was to marry George Martin of Poslingford.  George was baptised at St Mary Church 

Poslingford on 6 December 1845, the son of Frances (now Taylor). No father's name was listed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1871 English Census 

In the 1871 English Census, George and Eliza Martin, along with their 1 year old daughter Julia were living in the Railway Gate House at Cavendish, 

Suffolk.  Eliza was 25 years of age, while George, aged 26, was working as a railway porter. 

 

 

 

 

7.  Eliza Barton 
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1881 English Census 

 In the 1881 English Census, George and Eliza 

Martin were back living in Poslingford, their 

family expanding to 4 children.  George was 

employed as a farm labourer, while his three 

eldest children, Julia 11, Benjamin 7, Mary 

Jane 4, were all attending school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1891 English Census 

 

 

The 1891 English Census sees a major 

address change with Eliza (aged 45) and 

George Martin (aged 46) residing in 

Montague Terrace, Forest Hill, Lewisham in 

the city of London.   

George was listed as a general labourer as was 

his 16 year old son Joseph. 

Schoolchildren James (10 years) and Florence 

(4 years) completed the family. 
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1901 English Census 

The 1901 English Census sees Eliza and George Martin still residing in Montague Terrace, Forest Hill, Lewisham in the city of London.  George, now 

aged 55, was listed as a gas worker.  His 27 year old son Joseph was working as a blacksmith's hammerman, while 21 year old James was employed as a 

gas fitter. 

 

 

 

1911 English Census 

Moving to the 1911 English Census sees Eliza and George Martin residing at 149 Perry Rise, Forest Hill, Lewisham in the city of London.   

George, now aged 65, and still working as a gas worker. They are living with their married daughter Florence and Florence's young daughter Mary. 

 

Both Eliza (aged 70 years) and George (aged 71 years) died in the same year, 1915 in Lewisham, London. 

Family of Eliza and George Martin: 

Julia   b 1870 Poslingford 

Benjamin Joseph b1874 Poslingford 

Mary Jane  b1877 Poslingford 

James William b1880 Poslingford 

Florence May  b1887 Forest Hill, Kent 
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Figure 24: St Mary's Church, Poslingford 
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In 1848 we see the arrival of a son Samuel Barton who was 

baptised in Poslingford, Suffolk on 11 June 1848. 

Samuel Barton was the 8th child of James Barton and 

Margaet (nee Brett) of Poslingford, Suffolk. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8.  Samuel Barton 
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In the 1851 English Census Samuel is 3 years of age and living with his 

parents. 

By the 1861 English Census, Samuel is 13 years of age and already working 

as a labourer. 
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Samuel Barton is single, aged 24, and still living with his 

parents in the 1871 English Census. He is living in 

Poslingford and working as a farm labourer. 

All of his siblings have left home including his younger 

brother Walter who had been recently married. 

 

 

 

 

It appears that like many of his brothers, Samuel 

Barton joined the Barton exodus from Suffolk to 

County Durham where employment opportunities 

in minerals and coal were opening up. 

In early 1874 Samuel Barton married Sarah 

Stokes in the Weardale District of the County of 

Durham. 

 

 Sarah Stokes’s birth was registered in Weardale 

District, Durhan in the Juy-Sept time period in 

1854.  Later census documentation suggest the 

market town of Stanhope, Weardae, Durham. 
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In the 1881 English Census, Samuel Barton and his wife Sarah, along with 3 children, are residing at 8 Holme Field, Frosterley Village, Stanhope, 

Durham.  Samuel is employed as a limestone quarryman. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the 1891 English Census, Samuel Barton and his wife Sarah, along with 7 children, have moved to the house "West Biggins", Wolsingham, Durham.  

Samuel is still employed as a limestone quarryman. 
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In the 1901 English Census, Samuel Barton and his wife Sarah, along with 4 children, are living in Front Street, Frosterley, Weardale, Stanthorpe, County 

Durham.  Samuel is still employed as a limestone quarryman as are their sons James 24yrs and John 17yrs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Death of Sarah Barton (nee Stokes) 

 

It appears that soon after the Census was taken, Sarah Barton (nee Stokes) was to die in April 1901 at 

Frosterley, Durham. 

 

She was buried on 19 April 1901. 

 

Her age would, as according to the Census, 47 years of age as opposed to the "Ancestry" estimation of 46 

years. 
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Death of Samuel Barton 

 

 

 

 

 

Samuel Barton died in 1916 in Auckland, County Durham, England aged 68 years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Family of Samuel & Sarah Barton 

 

Samuel and Sarah Barton had a family of 7 children: 

• Jane  b 1875  Frosterley, Durham 

• James E b 1877  Frosterley, Durham 

• Margaret b 1878  Frosterley, Durham 

• Martha b 1882  Frosterley, Durham 

• John  b 1884  Frosterley, Durham 

• Sarah A b 1886  Frosterley, Durham 

• Elizabeth b 1890  Wolsingham, Durham 
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Figure 25: St Mary's Church, Poslingford 
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The ninth and last child born to James and Margaret Barton was Walter Barton. 

Walter’s birth was not registered until between April & June,1851.  His birth registered in 

the Risbridge District of which Poslingford was part of.   

In a Census taken in 1901, Walter’s birth date is listed as 9 April 1850. 

The 1851 English Census 

Walter Barton was most likely born before the 1851 Census was taken, but is not listed in 

Census documentation.  

The 1861 English Census lists James and Margaret Barton still living in Poslingford. 

James Barton, was now listed as a Carter and Agricultural Labourer, aged 51 years, while Margaret Barton 

was aged 55.  As previously they lived in their cottage in Poslingford. 

Living at home were now just five children which included Walter (10 years of age), born since the last 

census. 

• Elijah  20  Agricultural Lab 

• James  19 Agricultural Lab 

• Eliza  16 

• Samuel 13 Labourer 

• Walter 10 Labourer 

 

 

9.  Walter Barton 
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Marriage of Walter Barton and Martha Osborne 

 

Walter Barton was to marry Martha Osborne in the Risbridge District, Suffolk (most likely Poslingford) in 

December 1869.  Both Walter and Martha were quite young, 18 and 17 years respectively.   

Martha was the daughter of Poslingford residents William and Sarah Osborne.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Martha Osborne was baptised on 25 October 1852 at Stansfield (a nearby village to Poslingford).  

Her parents were listed as William Osborn and his wife Sarah. 

Later Census data reveals that Martha was born some 2 years earlier on 21 September 1850 at 

Poslingford. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The marriage of William Osborn on 12 June 1840 at Stansfield, Suffolk reveals that Martha Osborne’s mother 

was Sarah Finch. 

 

 

 

 



84 Family of James and Margaret Barton       Compiled by: John Malone, Cootamundra NSW 

 

1871 English Census 

The 1871 English Census lists Walter Barton and his wife Martha living in Poslingford. They share the house with Martha's parents William Osborne 

(aged 51 years) and his wife Sarah (aged 52 years). 

Walter and Martha Barton are parents with a young son Charles.  Walter's occupation was listed as a labourer. 

Another member of the household was Martha's younger sister and school student Alice, aged 8 years. 

Suffolk to Durham 

Between the 1871 and 1881 Census favourable employment opportunities enticed many members of the Barton family from the County of Suffolk to 

Durham County where quarrying work in the Frosterley area of Durham County seemed to be the main attraction. 

Walter and Martha Barton were to move to Durham County where their family was increased by three children: 

Joining their sibling Charles Howard Barton who was born at Poslingford in 1869 were: 

• Frederick William Barton born 2 March 1872 in the Weardale District, County Durham 

• Amelia Jane Barton born January 1875 in the Weardale District, County Durham 

• Richard Barton born 18 March 1877 at Stanhope, County Durham 
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All the children of James Barton and Margaret (nee Brett) were born 

in Poslingford, Suffolk 

At least 5 of the Barton sons: 

• Stephen  

• Elizah 

• James 

• Samuel 

• Walter 

are documented as having worked as a labourer at the limestone quarry 

at Frosterley, Weardale District, Durham. 

Frosterley Marble 

Frosterley is well known for the ornamental limestone which for many 

centuries has been quarried here to make fonts, floors and columns in 

some of our most important churches and public buildings. A 

document from 1183 mentions ‘Lambert the marble cutter’ of Stanhope 

– almost certainly a reference to the working of Frosterley Marble. In 

Durham Cathedral, Frosterley Marble has been used for flooring and 

columns, most famously in the 13th century Chapel of the Nine Altars. 

In 1847 the railway was opened to Frosterley to extract greater 

limestone for the steel industry opening up huge quarries which are 

now overgrown and disused though the railway remains as part of the 

heritage line between Stanhope and Wolsingham. 

 

 

Suffolk to Durham 
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Emigration 

Walter and Martha Barton along with their young family of Charles 7, William 6, Jane 4 and Richard 2 were to leave behind their extended family and 

friends, seeking opportunities a long way from England. 

On 8 May 1879, they boarded the ship "Peruvian" in Liverpool England and set sail for Quebec City in the providence of Quebec, Canada, arriving on 17 

May 1879.   

The S.S. Peruvian was a steam and wind powered ship that carried 

Mennonites from Europe to Quebec City.   

The Peruvian was built by the Allan Ship Line based in Liverpool, 

England.  It was 312 feet long and 38 feet wide and weighed 2549 tons. 

Launched on August 31, 1863, she took her maiden voyage in 1864 from 

Liverpool, England to Portland, Maine.  In 1874 the ship was rebuilt with 

new engines and made even bigger, lengthened to 373 feet long, and an 

increased weight of 3038 tons.   

Between May 20, 1875 and September 28, 1876, the ship made nine trips 

between England and Quebec City carrying passengers including many 

Mennonites.  After 155 trans-Atlantic trips the ship was broken up in 1905 

in Italy.  

Mennonite Heritage Archives, Adolf Ens photo collection. Written by 

Conrad Stoesz, Archivist at MHA. 

Mennonites are a group of Anabaptist Christian communities that 

originated in the 16th-century Reformation and are named after their 

leader, Menno Simons. [Anabaptist means "re-baptizer," referring to a 

Protestant Christian movement from the 16th-century Reformation that practices 

believer's baptism instead of infant baptism. They believe baptism is only valid after 

a person has made a conscious, free confession of their faith in Christ.] 

They are known for their commitment to nonviolence, simple living, and believer's baptism. While the group is diverse, core beliefs include a rejection of violence, adult 

baptism, voluntary church membership, and the separation of church and state.  

Many Mennonites have immigrated to various countries due to past persecution and are concentrated in the United States and Canada, with a significant number also 

living in places like Mexico and Bolivia. 

What's the difference between Amish and Mennonites? The main difference is that Mennonites are generally more accepting of modern technology and mainstream 

society, while Amish communities are more traditional and withdrawn. This difference is most visible in their adoption of technology, with Mennonites using modern 

conveniences like cars and electricity, while the Amish primarily use horse-drawn buggies and avoid electricity in their homes. Both are Anabaptist 

denominations, sharing core beliefs like adult baptism and pacifism, but their lifestyle practices differ significantly.  

https://www.google.com/search?q=Menno+Simons&rlz=1C1ONGR_enAU1152AU1155&oq=&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqCQgCECMYJxjqAjIJCAAQIxgnGOoCMgkIARAjGCcY6gIyCQgCECMYJxjqAjIJCAMQIxgnGOoCMgkIBBAjGCcY6gIyCQgFECMYJxjqAjIJCAYQIxgnGOoCMgkIBxAjGCcY6gLSAQkxODU4ajBqMTWoAgiwAgHxBeNupfnI1C4K8QXjbqX5yNQuCg&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&ved=2ahUKEwiokfTHiu6QAxUOi2MGHYI9MnIQgK4QegYIAQgAEAQ
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=0f91083b974e5b77&rlz=1C1ONGR_enAU1152AU1155&sxsrf=AE3TifMxmPur6YdxeAONVMT52iWToJbr_A%3A1762997295116&q=Anabaptist+denominations&sa=X&sqi=2&ved=2ahUKEwiHwI_c_O2QAxVp9zgGHTrsBXEQxccNegUIvgEQAQ&mstk=AUtExfBGI-u-560EGVrszpUJJk4PrYzXbzfHaLWJGEifORucQ_HyGPs9kPGksf7hBzsAQxHfQxu1bD56m8hDLsZkb-UiRQg9qfqS5TdPKURlXXNyQlFnvkZayq1ZVCLf5HG9GtRsCdoWL-2-Y6dRfTFLAzbxmIWLPik-hWLwQ7NaFKqPP3qMGhRfvYVB9LO1qYzRS1xtdSYOtRh09NNK-fharEpUHdtHL6F7eldGtiFYBZP9ks91odtlBs0-j2hr-Rc-w7_Pca0IgNUIrGJvy4Yhi4_uC3NazWNU2h8B-BLla-paHQ&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=0f91083b974e5b77&rlz=1C1ONGR_enAU1152AU1155&sxsrf=AE3TifMxmPur6YdxeAONVMT52iWToJbr_A%3A1762997295116&q=Anabaptist+denominations&sa=X&sqi=2&ved=2ahUKEwiHwI_c_O2QAxVp9zgGHTrsBXEQxccNegUIvgEQAQ&mstk=AUtExfBGI-u-560EGVrszpUJJk4PrYzXbzfHaLWJGEifORucQ_HyGPs9kPGksf7hBzsAQxHfQxu1bD56m8hDLsZkb-UiRQg9qfqS5TdPKURlXXNyQlFnvkZayq1ZVCLf5HG9GtRsCdoWL-2-Y6dRfTFLAzbxmIWLPik-hWLwQ7NaFKqPP3qMGhRfvYVB9LO1qYzRS1xtdSYOtRh09NNK-fharEpUHdtHL6F7eldGtiFYBZP9ks91odtlBs0-j2hr-Rc-w7_Pca0IgNUIrGJvy4Yhi4_uC3NazWNU2h8B-BLla-paHQ&csui=3
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Ship ‘Peruvian” 1879 

1879   Liverpool   May 08   Quebec   May 17  Londonderry 1879-05-09  

 

The typical pathway for the ship ‘Peruvian’ after leaving the Port of Liverpool, England was to berth at the Port of Londonderry, Ireland before heading 

across the Atlantic Ocean to the Gulf of St Lawrence and up the St Lawrence River to the Port of Quebec. 

The approximate sea distance from the Port of Liverpool  to the Port of Quebec  is around 2,875 nautical miles (approximately 3,308 statute miles or 5,324 

kilometres) for the shortest navigable route.   

Liverpool was a major emigration port for people traveling to North America, including Canada, with millions of emigrants sailing from there between 

1830 and 1930.  

From the information above, the journey took 10 days, a huge and exciting adventure for Walter, Martha and their 4 young children. 

                        

 

 

 

 

Figure 26: Ship 'Peruvian' - Passengers Walter Barton and family 

Figure 27: Port of Quebec, Canada - St Lawrence River 

https://www.google.com/search?sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjm6sqtvu6QAxXgFzQIHVzMAR8QqdYPegQIAhAC
https://www.google.com/search?sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjm6sqtvu6QAxXgFzQIHVzMAR8QqdYPegQIAhAE
https://www.google.com/search?q=Liverpool+was+a+major+emigration+port&rlz=1C1ONGR_enAU1152AU1155&oq=Report+of+Sea+voyage+from+Liverpool+to+Quebec+&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIHCAEQIRigATIHCAIQIRigATIHCAMQIRigATIHCAQQIRiPAjIHCAUQIRiPAtIBCjU2MDYwajBqMTWoAgiwAgHxBR6FEcFQhF0O&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&mstk=AUtExfDRh76NzPZHn8xoANmkhQzkdlU-RGH_GJIbGNGV8FL_g44YhzIOHN6tZJ95Qk16axbHAfNz8lpX5RC24-zPDjl8a2Z8u0SWGZ-2CnERXVlaLjNUAzCtkaeSfRmZmqBBdNINB2pk_d4C07p_jr1JZL0m4zGa_7W2aZ8IV7r5oznov-U&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwjQ3viJwvCQAxXN6jgGHfRFHbkQgK4QegQIARAC
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1881 Census of Canada 

 

 

Address: Essa, Simcoe South, Ontario, Canada 

Name Sex Age Birth Place Religion Occupation Married or Widowed 

Barton Walter M 30 England Methodist  Labourer M 

Barton Martha F 29 England Methodist  M 

Barton Charles M 11 England Methodist   

Barton William M 9 England Methodist   

Barton Jane F 6 England Methodist   

Barton Richard M 4 England Methodist   

Barton Alice F 1 Ontario Methodist   

1881 Canada Census 

The Barton family are listed in the 1881 Canada Census. 

They were residing in Essa, Simcoe South in the Province of Ontario, Canada. 

Walter was 30 years of age and working as a labourer, while Martha was 29 years of age. 

The family had increased to 5 children with the arrival of a daughter Alice (now aged 1 year), born in Ontario.  
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1891 Census of Canada 
The Barton family are living in the Sunnidale Area, Simcoe North, Ontario, Canada 

 

 
Address: Essa, Simcoe South, Ontario, Canada 

Name Sex Age Relation to Head of 

the Family 

Country or Province 

of Birth 

Place of Birth 

Father - Mother 

Religion Occupation Employers 

Barton Walter M 41 Head England Eng Eng Methodist  RR Section Foreman GP 

Barton Martha F 41 Wife England Eng Eng Methodist   

Barton Charles M 21 Son England Eng Eng Methodist Station Agent Lg 

Barton William M 18 Son England Eng Eng Methodist Farmer  

Barton Jane F 16 Daughter England Eng Eng Methodist   

Barton Richard M 14 Son England Eng Eng Methodist   

Barton Alice F 12 Daughter Ontario Eng Eng Methodist   

Barton James M 9 Son Ontario Eng Eng Methodist   

Barton Margaret F 6 Daughter Ontario Eng Eng Methodist   

Barton Ethel F 4 Daughter Ontario Eng Eng Methodist   

Barton Cassie F 1 Daughter Ontario Eng Eng Methodist   
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1901 Census of Canada 
In the 1901 Canada Census, Walter and Martha Barton have both reached 50 years of age. 

The family are living in Simcoe North, Ontario, Canada. 

Also in the household are daughters Ethel 13, Cassie 10 and son Walter 6, all born in Ontario, Canada. 

Information received from Canadian family historians state that Walter Barton in 1902 was working as a school teacher at Boundary Falls School. 

In 1906 Walter Barton sold an interest in a ranch and moved to Port Arthur, Ontario, where along with his son-in-law George Fisher (married to his 

daughter Alice Barton) they established the famous Barton and Fisher store. 

 

 

 
 

Address: Sunnidale, Simcoe (North), Ontario, Canada 

Name Relation Date of Birth Age Place of 

Birth 

Year of 

Immigration 

to Canada 

Religion Profession 

Occupation 

Read, Write, 

Speak English 

Barton Walter Head 9 Apr 1850 50 England 1878 Methodist RR Section Boss Y Y Y 

Barton Martha Wife 21 Sept 1850 50 England 1878 Methodist ---- Y Y Y 

Barton Ethel Son 18 June 1885 (1887) 13 Ontario ---- Methodist ---- Y Y Y 

Barton Cassie Daughter 10 Dec 1890 (1889) 10 Ontario ---- Methodist ---- Y Y Y 

Barton Walter N Son 30 (31) Oct 1894) 6 Ontario ---- Methodist ---- Y Y Y 

In 1901 it appears that Walter Barton was working as a Railroad Section Manager (RR Section Boss). 
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His three youngest children were living at home with their parents (some birthdates/details listed in the Census have been corrected): 

• Sarah Ethel Barton  born 18 June 1887 Sunnidale, Simcoe, Ontario 

• Stillborn Barton  born & died 27 July 1892 Sunnidale, Simcoe, Ontario 

• Cassie Melissa Barton born 10 December 1889 Sunnidale, Simcoe, Ontario 

• Walter Norman Barton born 31 October 1894 Sunnidale, Simcoe, Ontario 

Sunnidale is a former township in western Simcoe County in Ontario, Canada. In 1994 it 

amalgamated with its neighbouring township Nottawasaga, to form the municipality 

or Town of Clearview. 

The towns of Collingwood and Wasaga Beach, on the shore of Georgian Bay, are now 

independent municipalities and did not become part of Clearview. However, in the 19th 

century the administration of the town areas would have been covered by the townships. 

The map of Simcoe County circa 1951 from Archives of Ontario identifies the individual cities, 

towns and villages covered by the sketch map. 

 

 

  

https://www.werelate.org/wiki/Place:Simcoe%2C_Ontario%2C_Canada
https://www.werelate.org/wiki/Place:Nottawasaga%2C_Simcoe%2C_Ontario%2C_Canada
https://www.werelate.org/wiki/Place:Clearview%2C_Simcoe%2C_Ontario%2C_Canada
https://www.werelate.org/wiki/Place:Collingwood%2C_Simcoe%2C_Ontario%2C_Canada
https://www.werelate.org/wiki/Place:Wasaga_Beach%2C_Simcoe%2C_Ontario%2C_Canada
http://www.archives.gov.on.ca/en/maps/counties/simcoe.aspx
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1921 Census of Canada 

 

 
Address: 236 Algorama St, Port Arthur, Ontario, Canada 

Name Relation Birth Yr Age Marr/Single/ 

Widowed 
Native of: Year of Immigration 

to Canada 
Speaks 

English   -   French 

Religion Occupation Employee 

Barton Walter Head C1851 70 M England 1879 Yes No Methodist Salesman Hardware Store 

Barton Martha Wife C1851 70 M England 1879 Yes No Methodist --  

Barton Walter Son C1895 26 S Ontario -- Yes No Methodist Plumber Shipyard 

Smith Robert Son-in-Law C1886 35 W United States 1910 Yes No Methodist Fireman Railway 

 

Walter and his wife Martha were living in their own 6 bedroom wooden house in Port Arthur , along with their youngest Walter and their widowed son-in-

law Robert Smith who had been married to Sarah ‘Ethel’ Barton, daughter of Walter and Martha Barton. 

 

At 70 years of age, Walter was still working as a salesman at a hardware store, presumably Barton and Fisher at Thunder Bay. 
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Barton and Fisher Hardware Store – Thunder Bay, Ontario, Canada 

(Owned by Frederick William Barton and his Brother-in-law George Phillip Fisher) 

  

Left: Frederick William Barton & Right: George Fisher 
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Death of Walter Barton – 3 February 1927  

 
 

Walter Barton died: 

• at his home address of 236 Algorama St, Port Arthur, Ontario, Canada 

• he was 76 years of age 

• his cause of death was listed as influenza (5 days) combined with senility (6 years) 

• his occupation was listed as “retired section foreman – railway” 
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1931 – Census of Canada 

Address: 210 Cameron St, West Fort William, Ontario, Canada 

Name Relation Age Marr/Single/ 

Widowed 
Native of: Year Immigration 

Canada 
Speaks 

English   -   French 

Religion Occupation Employee 

Tremblay Basil Head 39 M USA 1900 Yes No RC Brakeman Steam Railway 

Tremblay Cassie Wife 40 M Ontario  Yes No United Church Homemaker  

Tremblay Dorothy Daughter 10 S Ontario  Yes No United Church Student  

Tremblay Ernest Son 9 S Ontario  Yes No Ch of England Student  

Tremblay Barton Son 7 S Ontario  Yes No Ch of England Student  

Barton Martha Mother-in-law 80 W England 1880 Yes No United Church Income  

 

After the death of Walter Barton, his wife Martha (nee Osborne) lived on and is mentioned in the1931 Census of Canada, living with her daughter and son-

in-law Cassie and Ernest ‘Basil’ Tremblay and their young family of Dorothy, Ernest and Barton Tremblay. 

Basil Tremblay worked as a brakeman on the steam railway and his wife Cassie was the ‘homemaker’. 

It appears that Martha had her own source of ‘income’! 

One interesting question asked in the 1931 Census was whether or not the family had a ‘radio’.  The Tremblay family chose to answer ‘no!’ 
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Death of Marta Barton 

Martha Barton (nee Osborne) died on 1 March 1939 at St 

Joseh’s Hospital, Port Arthur, Thunder Bay, Ontario, Canada. 

 

She had reached the age of 87 years, her cause of death senile 

decay and myocardial dysfunction (heart disease).   

 

Her residence was listed as 193 Second Street, Port Arthur, 

Thunder Bay, Ontario.   

 

The informant was her daughter Cassie Trembay who was still 

living at 210 Cameron St, Fort William, the address provided in 

the 1931 Census of Canada. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


