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The Jarman Story 
Des Gorham’s wonderful family history publication “On Gunnary Creek”, prepared for the 

Gorham Reunion held at Boorowa in 1988, is used as the commencement point for this 

brief story on the Jarman Family. 

The last chapter of the book (Chapter: 22, Page: 318) provides a brief outline of what was 

known at that particular stage relating to the “Jarman and other Gorham Immigrants”.  

The Jarman Family 

Three members of the Jarman family emigrated on the Westminster in 1838. In addition to Jane 

Amelia Gorham, there were also her older sister Mary and younger brother Henry.  

At least two other younger family members, John and Horace, are thought to have remained in England. The Jarmans were 

from Ewhurst, Sussex, where their father William was a labourer. 

Mary Jarman, who was 27 and single when she arrived in the colony, married Job Harris soon afterwards in Sydney. One of 

their seven children, Mary Ann Bradshaw Harris, became the second wife of Richard Batten Roberts when she married him 

at Boorowa in June 1888. Mary Harris (nee Jarman) died on March 21, 1887, aged about 76. 

Henry Jarman married Mary Santer at Ewhurst on January 28, 1838. At the time, both were 2l years of age. Henry and his 

wife suffered the loss of their first child by premature birth on the voyage to NSW. 

Though his occupation at the time of his arrival in NSW was given as collier and farm labourer, Henry most probably 

followed other pursuits after his arrival. 

It is known that in 1840 he was living at Penrith where his second child was born, and at Pitt Street in Sydney when the 

third child arrived the following year. From 1843 to 1854, while living at Botany Road, Redfern, Henry and Mary had a 

further five children. In 1854, when Henry was in his late thirties, the family look up a land grant at Foxground near 

Gerringong NSW, to be one of the pioneering dairy farmers of that district. The last five members of their family were born 

at Foxground. 

 

 

 

 

In 2017 Coral Shand (Berowra Heights) first made email contact re: DNA match.   

As it turned out, Coral and I are both descended from James and Jane Amelia Gorham: 

 Coral through their son Henry Gorham 

 John Malone through their daughter Charlotte Matilda (later Keefe) 

 5th – 8th cousins. 

It was through 2019 that Coral, an avid and thorough family history researcher, started looking more 

closely into the Jarman family and the fact that Jane Amelia Gorham (nee Jarman) didn’t have any source 

birth / baptism documentation. 

Coral was referred to Kath Carroll and information regarded the Jarman family was expanded, but 

information regarding Jane Amelia (nee Jarman) remained scant.   

Jane Amelia’s parents were commonly recognised as William Jarman and Sarah Creed, as they were the 

parents of Henry Jarman who came to Australia on the ship “Westminster” along with the Gorham family, 

the presumption that Jane Amelia Gorham (nee Jarman) and Henry Jarman were sister and brother. 

STOP – ENTER ‘CORAL SHAND’ 
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Coral began looking closely for further source documentation and gradually came up with a “different 

proposition” that will challenge the “status quo” on the Jarman family.  

The Jarman Family – “Proposed” by Coral Shand (a brief summary) 

Pictured is an oak sea chest believed to have been 

brought to Australia by James and Jane Amelia 

Gorham. 

This sea chest currently remains in the possession 

of the family of Jeff Gorham. 

Inside the sea chest, there is a farm “ledger” 

belonging to James and Jane Amelia Gorham, also 

in the possession of the family of Jeff Gorham. 

. 

 

 

 

An extract from one of the pages in the ledger lists the names of 4 people  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr Peter Kesby 

Opposite the Rose and 

Crown 

High Street, Elham 

Near Canterbury 

Kent England 

 

Mr/Mrs/Messrs Harris 

Freeland Cottage 

Stanmore Road 

Newtown (Sydney) 

 

Mr E Dengate 

Calmsby Hills 

Liverpool (Sydney) 

Mrs TG Barwick 

York Plains 

near Oatlands 

Tasmania 

 

 

As Coral Shand’s proposition unfolds the above names come into play! 
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The Jarman Family – “Proposed” by Coral Shand (continued) 

Coral proposes that there were “2” William Jarmans that came into contention: 

 William Jarman who married Sarah Creed - St James Church, Ewhurst, Sussex, England – 19 March 1806 

 William Jarman who married Mary Mutton – St Giles Church, Kingstown, Kent – 14 Feb 1805 

 

Pallot’s Marriage Index 

Mary Mutton married William Jarman of Barham, Kent at St Giles Church, Kingston, Kent 1805 

 

Mary Mutton was born c1785, the daughter of James and Elizabeth Mutton.  She was baptised on 27 

November 1785 at Kingston, Kent, England. 

It appears that Mary was approximately 20 years of age when she married. 

 

 



  

THE JARMAN STORY – RESEARCH CORAL SHAND - COMPILED BY JOHN  MALONE 4 

 

Jarman Family History – Kent, England 

 

 

 

Kent in the South-East corner of England 

 

 

 

 

 

Towns, villages and Parishes in Kent, England associated with Jarman Family History: 

Herne 

 Whistable 

  Elmstone 

   Kingston 

    Elham 

     Noningham 

Elmstone 

Elham 

Kingston 

Nonington 

Whistable 

Herne 
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 Family of William Jarman and Mary Mutton (Research Coral Shand) 

Name Birth / Baptism Married Death / Burial 

Sarah Jarman 

Bapt: 26 May 1805 

Herne, Kent 

- Buried: 20 Jan 1807 

Wickhambreux, Kent 

(2 years) 
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William (1) Jarman 

(German) 

Bapt: 26 April 1807 

Whistable, Kent 

--- Buried: 20 Feb 1809 

Kingston, Kent 

(almost 2 years) 
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Sarah Jarman 

Bapt: 11 Sept 1808 

Whistable, Kent 

David Southen 

19 Oct 1830 

Elham, Kent 

Death: 

 (unsure at this stage – 

died before 1851 Census) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wickhambreux is a small parish.  A transcript of the baptismal record was most likely made for the larger more 

centralised Whistable Parish.  
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Elizabeth Jarman 

(German) 

Born: 9 Jan 1810  

Kingston, Kent 

Bapt: 23 Jan 1810 

Kingston, Kent 

Edward Barwick 

20 October 1828 

St Martin of Tours Church, 

Guston, Kent 

Arrived Hobart, Tasmania 

24 Jan 1837 

‘William Medcalf’ 

29 June 1869 

Oatlands, Tasmania 
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Elizabeth and Edward Barwick migrated to Tasmania on this emigrant ship ‘William Metcalfe’, boarding 

6 Oct 1836 and arriving at Hobart 24 Jan, 1837.  

 

 

Edward's brother Joseph Barwick survived the voyage with his daughter Jane.  

Edward's daughter, Eliza, was buried at sea.  

His wife Elizabeth, gave birth to a son during the voyage who was named Edward William Metcalfe Barwick after 

the ship. 

 

 

James Gorham Ledger Entry: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs (E) TG Barwick 

York Plains 

near Oatlands 

Tasmania 
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Mary Jarman 

(German) 

Born: 9 January 1812 

Kingston, Kent 

Bapt: 19 Jan 1812 

Kingston, Kent 

Job Harris 
Arrived Sydney 26 June 1838 

“Westminster” 

 

Died: 21 March 1887 

Sydney, NSW 

       

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mary Jarman, a housemaid aged 26 years, arrived Sydney 26 June 1838 per the ship 

“Westminster”. 

Mary Jarman was engaged by Mrs Hallen of Sydney, at a rate of £18 per year with rations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

James Gorham Ledger Entry: 

Mr/Mrs/Messrs Harris 

Freeland Cottage 

Stanmore Road 

Newtown 

Birth and Baptism of first child 
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Jane Amelia Jarman 

(German) 

Bapt: 27 Feb 1814  

Nonington, Kent 

James Gorham 

21 April 1837 

Wittersham, Kent 
Arrived Sydney 26 June 1838 

“Westminster” 

Died: 23 May 1890 

Boorowa NSW (76 yrs) 
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Jane Amelia Jarman  

married James Gorham  

on 21 April 1837 at St John’s Parish 

Church,  

Wittersham, Kent England 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jane Amelia and James Gorham, along with their infant daughter Maria, arrived Sydney 26 June 1838 

per the ship “Westminster”. 
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Ann Jarman 
Bapt: 7 July 1816 

Nonington, Kent 

----- Buried: 13 Mar 1836 

Elham, Kent (19 yrs) 
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William (2) Jarman 

Bapt: 28 June 1818 

Nonington, Kent 

------- Buried: 20 Sept 1818 

Elham, Kent  

(almost 2 mths) 
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John William Jarman 
Bapt: 22 Aug 1819 

Elmstone, Kent 

----- Buried: 1 June 1828 

Elham, Kent (9 yrs) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Elmstone is a small parish.  A transcript of the baptismal record was most likely made for the larger more centralised 

Elham Parish.  
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Mary Mutton 2nd Marriage – Peter Kesby 

 
 

 

James Gorham Ledger Entry: 

Mr Peter Kesby 

Opposite the Rose and Crown 

High Street, Elham 

Near Canterbury 

Kent England 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mary Mutton – Jarman - Kesby Peter Kesby (Snr) 

 
 

 

59 yrs 83 yrs 
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Family of Mary Mutton 2nd Marriage – Peter Kesby 

 

Peter Kesby 

(Junior) 

Born: c1822 Eliza Maria Athow 

9 May 1847 

Elham, Kent 

Buried: 8 July 1885 

Elmstone, Kent  

(63 years) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Peter Kesby Jnr 

1822 - 1885 
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Edward Kesby 

 (Kesbey) 

Bapt: 7 November 1824 

Elham, Kent 

----- Buried: 25 Sept 1828 

Elmstone, Kent  

(10 months) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Lydia Kesby 

 

Bapt: 26 Aug 1826 

Elmstone, Kent 

Robert Down 

23 Sept 1849 

Death:  

(unknown at this stage) 
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Pleasant Kesby 

Bapt: 10 May 1829  

Elham, Kent 

(2 unverified sources) 

----- Buried: 30 Dec 1832 

Elham, Kent  

(3 years) 

 

 


